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THE SECOND ARTICLE in the quarterly series of ** Builder” 
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published. p. 638 
INCREASES IN PROFESSIONAL CHARGES for architects 
and consultants for Birminghan’’s new Colleges of Technology, 
Commerce and Art have been the subject of criticism. p. 639 


THE THREAT is recurring of the urbanisation of the whole of 


the London region unless the Barlow policy cen be made to 
link, Mr. Peter Self has warned. p. 646 


THE CITY CORPORATION has ordered the preparation of 


proposals for dealing with the problem ef car parking in the 
City, including the provision of multi-storey garages. p. 650 
THE COURT OF APPEAL has drawn interesting distinctions 
between ** improvements” and “ repairs”™ under the 1920 
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TWENTY-FOUR new grants for the preservation of historic 
buildings have been made by the Minister of Works. p. 653 
THE NOTABLE FIELDS in which prestressed concrete is econ- 
omically advantageous in all respects are bridge decks, water- 
retaining structures, precast floor and roof units, and many 
other precast products such as lighting columns’, sleepers, piles 
and pipes, said a speaker at the Second Congress of the Inter- 
national Federation of Prestressing, held at Amsterdam re- 
cently, p. 657 
THE BUILDING TRADES UNIONS’ opposition to “ labour- 


only” sub-contracting is analysed by a correspondent. p. 652 


THE NEW TOWN REPORTS 


A NEW note of confidence that they will in fact achieve 
o their purpose of relieving congestion in London 
and elsewhere and become self-contained and self-support- 
ing communities with their due complement of housing, 
industry, shops, schools and social amenities is to be seen 
in the recently published annual * reports of the New Town 
Development Corporations (extracts from which are given 
in The Builder of October 7). While not all the New Towns 
are free from anxiety on some of the special problems 
that have vexed them-—for example, the necessity to charge 
relatively high rents and the unknown factor of their ability 
to attract industry—these difficulties have, in most cases. 
now been overcome, or at least are not causing appreciable 
delay in development. There is now much evidence to 
show that the contention of the Hemel Hempstead Develop- 
ment Corporation that “ events are proving that the use of 
a State-financed Corporation for the expansion of an exist- 
ing town can be completely successful ” is applicable to the 
majority of the New Towns, whether or not they started life 
with the help of a substantial existing town as a nucleus 
for further growth. 

Several of the Corporations again refer to their anxiety 
to keep down rents to a minimum. Another feature of 
the reports is the emphasis placed on the greatly increased 
demand for garage accommodation, which suggests that 
even if higher rents become necessary they will still be 
well within the range of many tenants’ incomes. The 
earlier established new towns seem satisfied that they can 
attract all the industry they require, but both Basildon and 
Peterlee refer to the importance of being able to build 
small factories in advance of requirements so that poten- 
tial industrialists can see what is offered and take speedy 
occupation. The construction of Town Centres is new 
engaging the attention of most of the Corporations, and 
here we can look forward to seeing new ideas worked 
out in the provision of pedestrian shopping centres, covered 
ways and car parking facilities. 

It is to the credit of the Development Corporations that 
the New Towns have outgrown the political controversy 
in which they started. There is no single solution to over- 
spill problems, slum clearance and undiminishing housing 
lists. but the Government—after what has, no doubt, been 
a Wise pause to see how the experiment would work out 
in practice--may yet consider the advantages of creating 
further New Towns to help solve the problems of Man- 
chester, Birmingham and other overcrowded cities. 


HOW MANY HOUSES ? 


([HE difficulty of making even an approximate estimate 

of the number of houses still needed in this country 
to provide everyone with reasonable accommodation is 
emphasised in a PEP Report entitled “How Many 
Houses? ” (16, Queen Anne’s Gate, SW1, price 2s. 6d.). 
An earlier report on the same subject appeared in 1949. 
The new one makes use of information that has since 





*New Towns Act, 1946 
the period ended March 31, 1955. 


Reports of the Development Corporations for 
Published by HMSO, price 15s 
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become available, including material contained in the 1951 
It is pointed out that the crude estimate, in April, 
1951, of 1,109,600 fewer occupied dwellings than “ private 
* in England and Wales needs modifying in 
These “ households ” include many persons 
and groups of persons (the categories are considered in 
detail) who do not need, and perhaps do not desire, 


Census. 


households 
various ways. 


structurally separate dwellings. 


A standard of one room per person is often said to be 
the objective in housing, but it is interesting to note that 
even those households which shared dwellings at the time 
of the Census were housed at an average density of 1.08 
rooms per person, while those households which had separ- 
ate dwellings to themselves were actually housed at an 
This high figure was 
mainly due to the much larger number of rooms per per- 
son occupied, on average, by the smaller households. 

It is obviously of little use to consider the problem in 
the terms of rooms and averages because we have both 
If it were merely a 
question of one room (available) per person there would 
be no problem, for at the date of the Census there were 
56.6 million rooms as against 41.6 million persons in pri- 
is the disparity between 
Whether the position would be 


average of 1.67: rooms per person. 


overcrowding and under-occupancy. 


vate households. The crux 
families and dwellings. 


Notes of the Week : 


“SQUEEZE” ON BUILDING? 

’OT until Parliament reassembles on 
“" October 25 can we expect to hear any 
precise news of how the credit squeeze 
and the hinted at reductions in housing 
subsidies will affect the building industry. 
This was made clear by the speeches of 
Ministers at the Conservative Party’s 
annual conference at Bournemouth, last 
week, and indeed Parliament is the only 
proper place for such announcements. 

Speaking on the theme “* expand success 
and curb excess ” at the conference, Mr. 
Butler, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
made two seemingly contradictory state- 
ments. After saying “we have already 
announced our support of the realistic 
education and hospital programmes for 
the future,” he declared: “* We shall hold 
back sharply on Government building. 
We cannot go further on roads than the 
programme I| have already approved, at 
any rate at present.” 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


Earviek Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, had 
expressed his views in general terms on 
the future of housing subsidies. He said 
that many council house tenants were 
having their rents subsidised above the 
level their earnings required. The sub- 
sidies were being paid by most ratepayers 
and taxpayers and many of them were 
less well off than those receiving the sub- 
sidy. The Government were convinced 
that the present rate of housing subsidy 
was unnecessarily high and could be re- 
duced without causing hardship to 
anyone. 

“That is what we intend to do,” he 
said. “I am at present discussing the 
details of the new scheme with represen- 
tatives of local authorities. Meanwhile, I 
shall not go into details.” To avoid hard- 
ship to tenants when the subsidy was re- 
duced it would very likely be necessary 
for many local authorities to introduce 
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some form of differential rent scheme. 
The Minister added that he was look- 
ing into the whole system of housing 
allocations, which he did not think had 
worked entirely satisfactorily, and was 
considering whether, when the housing 
subsidy was reduced, it might be possible 
to dispense with housing allocations alto- 
gether. In any case, nothing would be 
allowed to prevent local authorities from 
going ahead as fast as they could with the 
urgent task of clearing away the slums. 





COMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14. 


Exhibition illustrating the use of pulverised 
66, Port- 
Saturdays, 


RIBA. 
fuel ash, by Central Electricity Authority. 
land-place, Wi. Mondays-Fridays, 10-7; 
10-5. Closing October 21. 

Royal Institute oF OL PAINtTerRs.—68th annual 
exhibition. Royal Institute Galleries, 195, Piccadilly. 
Wi. Oven 10-5 daily until November 7 (closed 
Sundays). 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17 


Royal Society oF HrattH.—Discussion on ** The 
Clean Air Bill.’’ onened by Sir Hugh Beaver, MICE 
and Dr. J. A. Scott. OBE. Caxton Hall, Caxton- 
street, Westminster, SWI 2.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18. 

Royat Society oF BritisH ScuLptors.—Reynolds- 
Stephens Memorial Lecture: ** British Sculptors from 
the 17th to the 19th Century,’’ by Mr. Rupert 
Gunnis. 6, Queen-square, WCIl. 6.15 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 

IAAS (LONDON AND Home Countirs BRANCH) 
“Members” only’ luncheon. Grosvenor House. 
Wt. 1 p.m. 

LONDON BUILDING AND ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS’ 
ACCIDENT PREVENTION GROUP.—28tn general meeting 
Safety Centre, Horseferry-road, SWI 2.30 p.m 


INSTITUTION OF PUBLIC HeALTH ~=ENGINFERS.— 
“Automation in Some Aspects of Public Health 
Engineering.” by Mr. L. FE. Meeks. 118, Victoria- 
street, SWI. 6 p.m. 

RICS.—General meeting of quantity surveyors, and 


“The RIBA_ Form of 
Aspects,’’ by Mr. J. 
12, Great George-street, 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT 
and the Adam _ Style,”’ by 
6.15 p.m 


Contract Some Legal 
Stuart Daniel, Barrister-at-Law. 
SWI. 6 p.m. 
MuseuM.—** Robert Adam 
Mr. John Summerson, 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20. 

Society OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY (ROAD AND BUILD- 
ING MATERIALS Group).—** Some Observations on 
Dead Burning, especially of Lime and Magnesia,’’ by 
Dr. S. J. Gregg. Junior Institution of Engineers, 
Pepys House, 14, Rochester-row, SWI. 6 p.m. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21. 
INSTITUTION — OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. 


dential address by Mr. P. L. Jones, MC, 
1, Birdcage-walk, SWI. 5.30 p.m. 


Presi- 


BSc. 


materially affected by the conversion of large and on\ 
partially occupied houses into a number of Separate 
dwellings (if the owners were agreeable) is not considered 
in this report, though it is noted that the number of house. 
holds in single household dwellings with three or mor 
rooms per person was, in 1951, over 1,260,000, about three. 
fifths of these dwellings, however, being three-roomed. 


There is, of course, nothing static about the housino 
problem; it is constantly changing with the incidence of 
marriages, the increase in population, variations in the siz 
of families, the demolition or closing of old houses ang 
the building of new ones, and other factors. The report 
suggests that on a rough estimate the need for additiona| 
dwellings in England and Wales had fallen at the end of 
1954 to about three-quarters of a million. 
that a change in emphasis, though not a radical switch 
from house building to replacement and slum clearance 
would now be justified for the country as a whole. Reduc. 
tions in subsidies and increases in loan charges to local 
authorities are almost bound to retard housing progress, 
but we must hope not too seriously. We have a long way 
to go before the social conscience ceases to gnaw. This 
report, with its careful reasoning based on figures given in 
statistical appendices, is a useful if only approximate 
assessment of the present position. 
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CONCRETE AND STRUCTURE 
THOSE fortunate enough to get a ticket 
are clearly in for an intellectual treat this 


evening, when’ Professor Nervi—at 
Friends’ House, Euston-road—delivers | 


his lecture on Concrete and Construc- 
tional Form. The Cement and Concrete 
Association are to be congratulated on 
bringing over to this country this cele- 
brated Italian engineer-architect. Modest, 
quiet, yet convinced of his belief that 
only by the integration of architect, 
engineer and constructor, can building in 
reinforced concrete achieve its ultimate 
possibilities, Professor Nervi made a 
deep impression at a reception to the 
technical Press arranged earlier this 
week. Discussion on his lecture will be 
opened by Mr. Bryan Westwood, Mr. 
E. D. Mills and Mr. F. J. Samuely. 
MR. WALTER FORSDIKE 

IN industrial negotiations, anonymity 
is the true measure of success, which 
is why the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry is probably one of the 
least publicly known of our British con- 
ciliation boards. It is also one of the most 
successful, if the avoidance of any major 
interruption in its thirty-odd years of 
existence is a criterion. For the past 
twelve, which include the difficult period 
of the war and the even more difficult 
years of the peace, the Council has been 
presided over by Mr. Walter Forsdike 
with that wisdom, integrity and absolute 
impartiality which distinguish the great 
chairman, a task involving the giving ol 
the greater part of his time and the con- 
trolling of elements whose interests at 
times seem diametrically opposed. 

The distinguished company which met 
in London last week to pay him tribute 
on retirement, heard from some of his 
colleagues those qualities which have 
been brought to bear by Walter Forsdike 
during his period of office, among them 
impartiality, fairness to all sides (I0- 
cluding the public), a wide knowledge of 
the industry in all its parts, firmness 
when needed and constant good humour. 
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All will joia in wishing him a happy re- 
tirement from an arduous post, so con- 
scientiously discharged, and in offering 
their best wishes to his able successor, 
Mr. Stephen Hudson. 
FUN AT THE 9TH 
A LARGE NUMBER Ol distinguished 
ouests, headed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
OM, RA, spent last Friday evening with 
the LMBA_ Golfing Society at their 
annual dinner, held in Grosvenor House. 
This was the sixth occasion which the 
Society had taken to entertain: members 
of those other associations with whom 
matches are played during the season, 
and proceedings were lighthearted and 
enjoyable. This was largely due, as the 
Captain (Mr. R. S. Williams, MIOB) 
pointed out in a witty speech, to the 
arrangements made by the Hon. Secre- 
tary, Mr. Percy H. Bates, FIOB, to whom 
went a great deal of the credit for a suc- 
cessful season in which the Society had 
won one match more than they had lost. 
Mr. C. S. Bainbridge, captain of the 
Metropolitan Borough Engineers’ Golfing 
Society, proposed felicitously the toast of 
the Society, and Mr. lan M. Leslie re- 
sponded for the Guests, proposed by the 
President of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, Mr. L. J. Holloway. Mr. 
Holloway, who will be next year’s cap- 
tain, told the company that as a keen 
gardener he proposes to introduce a few 
agricultural strokes into his play next 
season: while this may make others feel 
more at home, he is unlikely to receive 
an invitation to the Greenkeepers’ Asso- 
ciation dinner. During the evening Nan 
Kenway and Douglas Young in_ their 
own inimitable way entertained the com- 
pany of members who included Messrs. 
C. T. Every, H. Burleigh, O. H. C. 
Cornish, R. C. Miller, G. H. A. Hughes, 
F. T. Smith, Andrew Renton, Gerald 
Hill, Whitfield Lewis and L. A. Walden. 


PATENT OFFICE, 
STAPLE INN, WC 
Temporary Fagade 


S the result of enemy 

action the Patent Office 
in Staple Inn, WC, suffered 
severe damage, and the 
north elevation, designed by 
James Pennethorn in 1865, 
was to a large extent de- 
molished. It was decided to 
erect a temporary facade 
pending consideration of the 
future of the building as a 
whole. The brick piers were 
repaired and the front clad 
overall with sheet asbestos 
on battens to form a pattern, 
making as much use of the 
material as possible. A 
decorative effect was 
achieved by the use of 
chlorinated rubber paint, in 
subdued colours, under the 
supervision of Mr. L. G. 


Pargiter, MBE, FRIBA, 
Senior Architect of the 
Chief Architect's Division, 


Miuistry of Works. 
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CORRESPON DENCE 
THE FUTURE OF COMPETITIONS 
Yo the Editor of The Builder 
&IR,—In your leading article of 

October 7 under this title you state 
that no post-war architectural competi- 
tion has escaped some adverse comment 
by “brother architects.” 

So far as I am aware this is not true 
of the competition for a large housing 
scheme in Golden-lane, EC, which was 
prome@ted by the Corporation of the City 
of London, and for which | had the 
honour to act as assessor. That com 
petition afforded the Corporation the 
choicy of a large number of schemes, in- 
cluding many from leaders of the pro- 
fession, and resulted in the selection of a 
practical and original design by a 
relatively young and unknown architect. 
The project has gone forward smoothly 
and the finished buildings will soon be 
available for all to judge. 

The prime necessity, urged by the 
RIBA, is close consultation between pro- 
moter and assessor in formulating the 
requirements. If mutual confidence is 
established in this way there can be no 
doubt that the open competition system 
benefits the public, architects and archi- 
tecture, and the contrary implication in 
your: columns is, in my view, an unfortu- 
nate one. 

DonaLD H. MCMorRAN 
[ARA, FRIBA] 
14, North Audley-street, WI. 


CRITICISM OF THE TRADE 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR. 


correspondent 


It is to be regretted that your 
Mr. H. E. Campbell 


(your issue of October 7) did not ensure 
that he was in possession of all the facts 
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before criticising Mr. Laurence Hollo- 
way’s reproach of “ uninformed critics.” 
In so far as the incident in “ the Archers ” 
is concerned, the error may have been 
purely technical, but the fact remains that 
apprentices are required, in their inden- 
tures, to apply for deferment from 
National Service, and Mr. Holloway’s 
protest at the branding of all apprentices 
with the “couldn't care less” attitude 
was perfectly justified. 

In the wider field of apprenticeship, 
Mr. Campbell should realise that the 
majority of employers who are in a 
position to employ and train apprentices 
do so with the full co-operation of the 


Operatives, the parents and the boys 
themselves. The insinuation that the 
responsible parties to the Deed of 


Apprenticeship make no effort to train 
boys could not be further from the truth; 
the future of the boy is always given 
greater consideration than any other fac- 
tor. Further, the City and Guilds exami- 
nation results and the progress of ex- 
apprentices to responsible positions in the 
industry all prove that the work of the 
employers, trade unions and _ technical 
colleges is achieving a great measure of 
success. 

Mr. Campbell states the the “ small-fry ” 
firms employ “ probably 60 per cent. of the 
total available labour.” This is another 
gross inaccuracy, as reference to the Ministry 
of Works figures will prove. Firms who are 
considered not to have facilities for training 
apprentices are not enrolled as apprentice 
masters, while those who may experience 
temporary set-backs can have their appren- 
tices transferred to another employer by the 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee. As for the 
high proportion of youth allegedly shep- 
herded into the building industry by employ- 
ment exchanges, this is another mis-state- 
ment: we wish we could obtain boys for all 
the vacancies, especially in certain trades, 
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which employers have notified and are 
anxious to fill. 

Mr. Campbell refers to “ idealist schemes.” 
We prefer to work on “realist schemes,” 
which, so far as the London area is con- 
cerned, have resulted in over 3,700 appren- 
tices being employed under indentures at the 
present time, and this year an increase to 
date of approximately 26 per cent. new ap- 
prentices over the 1954 figures. Further, the 
great majority of these boys apply themselves 
conscientiously to their jobs and will prove 
just as competent craftsmen as those of past 
decades. 

No, Mr. Editor! Mr. Campbell fits very 
snugly into the President of the LMBA’s 
category of “ uninformed critics.” 

K. J. Pearce, chairman, 

R. E. STENNING 

E. L. Jones, joint secretaries, 

London Regional Joint Apprentice- 
ship Committee 


47, Bedford-square, WC1. 

GRANTS FOR IMPROVEMENTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR, Under the Housing Repairs and 

Rents Act, 1954, grants of up to one- 
half the cost, or £400 per dwelling (which- 
ever is the less), of making improvements 
to sound but out-dated houses can be 
obtained (by applying to local authori- 
ties) in order to prolong the useful life of 
such property. This is subject to certain 
specific conditions. 

The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government publication entitled “ Grants 
for Improvements and Conversions” 
would lead one to expect to receive up 
to one-half the cost (not exceeding £400). 
provided the necessary conditions are 
complied with. This is entirely mislead- 
ing, and anyone wishing to take advan- 
tage of this Act should be wary, as local 
authorities have full discretionary powers 
and can decide the exact amount of the 
Grant which may not be up to one-half 
of the cost. 

A recent experience has revealed this 
and also that the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government has no power to inter- 
vene with a local authority in any 
particular case. It would be interesting 
to hear whether any of your readers have 
experienced similar reluctance on the 
part of local authorities fully to carry out 
the provisions of this Act. 

ARCHITECT. 


FINAL ACCOUNTS 

To the Editor of The Builder 
SIR,—Your correspondent, Mr. H. M. 

Stafford attempts (your issue of Sep- 
tember 23) to expose a situation which 
would not be allowed to exist in any other 
industry. Mention has been made in the 
correspondence of the Simon Report, but 
this otherwise excellent document is 
frequently guilty of the very idealism 
which your correspondent attacks and 
contains such astounding statements as 
(page 23) ‘“... variations may aris2 
through the architect’s draughtsman, in 
making detail drawings, ignoring the bill 
of quantities, and interpreting the general 
drawing differently from the quantity 
surveyor. The architect may know 
nothing of the change and the contrac- 
tor may only claim an extra at the end 
of the contract. This is wrong: the 
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ACANTHUS — 


“When I said you go up by 
ramps, I meant the new garages 
—not your business affairs |” 





architect should make his draughtsman 
responsible for making the detail draw- 
ings coincide with the bill of quantities.” 

If the accepted procedure’ which 
attempts to produce an accurate bill of 
quantities from insufficiently preplanned 
and detailed drawings, were changed to 
a system whereby a sound approximate 
bill of quantities is prepared and a com- 
petent site surveyor appointed to control 
costs, it would only amount to an official 
recognition of what is, in fact, the normal 
procedure on most building contracts 
to-day. 

PHOENIX. 


To the Editor of The Builder 

.IR.—Mr. Stafford’s article (your issue 

of September 23) on Final Accounts 
contained a novel and constructive sug- 
gestion. All honest people will concur 
that bills of quantities often bear little 
resemblance to executed work, but the 
periodic measurement and valuing of 
work on a contract of size would entail 
the permanent use of a site quantity sur- 
veyor, and his work would presumably 
have to be in the form of priced bills at 
various stages, It is true that bills, subse- 
quent to the first one or two, would, in 
part, be additional measurement of types 
of work already recorded; but to adjudge 
the relative value and cost of “ accurate 
first quantities” and a “reasonably 
approximate bill” (augmented with the 
site work described) one would require a 
more precise definition of a “ reasonably 
approximate bill.” 

Could the solution be the simple one of 
describing main items of work and call- 
ing for a “schedule of rates”? The 
plans would show the size, etc., of the 
contract. 

Tuos. V. HutcHins (FGofS). 
54, Hewitt-road, N8. 
OS REGISTRATION 

To the Editor of The Builder 
QIR,—Mr. Lockley’s letter (The Builder, 
*” September 30) presents the complete 

ep:ember p e p 
answer as to why a considerable number 


of chartered quantity surveyors join and 
continue membership of IAAS and IQS. 
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I trust that your correspondent’s co 
fusion of thought and fact is not g bi 
example of the outlook of Members of 
his sub-division. 

We all know that the subject of re i- 
stration was discussed a few years fi 
not only by the RICS but by all inter 
ested societies, and it was found gener. 
ally that the main obstacle was definitig, 
of the term “surveyor.” It is on record 
that the Council of the RICS discussed 
the proposal very thoroughly, and it 
directive to its branches will be remem.- 





bered, as it set out in unmistakable terms 
how the proposal was to be dealt with 
So much for democratic control of the 
RICS, many of whose members, for fea; 
of being ostracised, keep tight-lipped and 
smug. 

Have I run along too fast, Sir, before 
pointing out to Mr. Lockley that my pro- 
posal for registration refers to quanti 
surveyors Only, and for a term which js 
as clearly definable as “ architect” 
Your correspondent astounds me when 
he states that he considers it a “dis. 
tinction” to be a chartered quantity 
surveyor. Does he not realise that he 
and his fellow members are not only a 
minority in their own society but also in 
the QS profession as a whole, and that 
the RICS does not possess a monopoly of 
control of the profession? : 

Mr. Lockley is completely at sea when 
he talks of “ diluting our strength again” 


when in point of fact the QS profession | 


became diluted when the Chartered Sur- 
veyors’ Institution decided to set up a 
quantiiy surveying section, and the coun- 
cil of the Quantity Surveyors Association 
surrendered its membership to a _poly- 
genous body. He is wrong again when 
he says that the members who entered his 
society by the back door are small in 
number: anyone interested enough has 
only to study the RICS Year Book to see 
for themselves how many architects hold 
membership without having passed the 
RICS examinations. 

There are also many other who found 
the easy way in, and the RICS should 
continually be reminded of this fact when 
its members criticise other societies for 
accepting applications for membership 
without examination. 

A. N. Hookway [AIAS] 


Essex House, Kiln-road, Thundersley. 


QUALIFICATIONS FOR POSTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR, My attention has been directed 
“to the letter printed on page 509 of 
your issue of September 23, in which tt 
is stated that the Institute of Quantity 
Surveyors is recognised by the War Office 
and other Government Departments for 
permanent posts on their surveying staffs. 
It is not for me to comment on the 
relative standing of various qualifications, 
but I must point out that it is not the 
fact that the Institute of Quantity Sur- 
veyors is recognised by any Government 
Department for established appointments 
on their surveying staffs. 
STANLEY MAYNE, 
General Secretary, 
The Institution of 
Professional Civil Servants. 
Queen Anne’s-chambers, SWI. 


—=—— oe 
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A GREAT CHAIRMAN 


NIC Honour Mr. Walter Forsdike 


{ DINNER in honour of Mr. Walter 
+3 y. Forsdike, CBE, FIOB, on the 
occasion of his retirement from_ the 
chairmanship of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry, was 
held at the Dorchester Hotel on October 
5. when a large number of his friends 
associated with the work of the Council 
were present to pay tribute to the work 
he has done towards maintaining peace in 
the industry for nearly 20 years, twelve of 
them as chairman. Mr. Stephen Hudson, 
the new chairman, presided. 

Tributes were paid to the retiring 
chairman from both sides of the Council. 
Mr. J. H. MILLS (vice-chairman) in a 
witty speech said that if his successor 
could emulate the fair and just attitude 
of Mr. Forsdike, the Operatives would 
be very happy. Mr. Lestiz WALLIs, 
OBE (chairman, General Purposes Com- 
mittee) said that it was Mr. Forsdike’s 
natural ability to pour oil on troubled 
waters when things were going a little 
wrong, to make people laugh and get 
everyone back on common ground that 
had been the secret of his success. This 
was the more meritorious in that for some 
years the retiring chairman had _ not 
enjoyed the best of health. 

Mr. HARVEY FROSI (President, 
NFBTE) spoke of Mr. Forsdike’s 12 
years of good judgment in a responsible 
post. “You will remember with pride 
and pleasure the many triumphs over 
trials and difficulties which you have 
achieved, and the many friendships made 
in your years of office,” said Mr. Frost. 

Speaking for the Operatives, Sir 
RICHARD Coppock, CBE (general secre- 
tary, NFBTO), said that the highest 
tribute he could pay to Mr. Forsdike was 
to say that his impartiality had never 
been in dispute. He had followed in a 
line of chairmen of whom Sir Stephen 
Easten had been the first, and under all 
of whom he (Sir Richard) had served. 
“The work Mr. Forsdike has done stands 
as a monument to our great industry,” 
said Sir Richard. He was certain that in 
Mr. Hudson they would have a successor 
who would carry on the work with the 
same supreme sense of justice. 

SiR HAROLD EMMerson, KCB, KCVO 
(Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Works) said that the Ministry was happy 
to be associated with that evening’s 
“family party.” He had first known Mr. 
Forsdike (“1 have never dared to call 
him Walter”) through the Building 
Apprentices Training Council and the 
National Consultative Committee, and he 
could say that all at the Ministry of 
Works—Ministers and officials alike 
always appreciated his wisdom and the 
able way in which he had represented the 
industry. 

“| personally have always admired the 
marvellous air of indignation which Mr. 
Forsdike would put on when a tricky 
question came up and to which he already 
knew the answer, and the equally mar- 
Vellous appearance of indignation with 
which he heard that answer when it 
came,” said Sir Harold. 

At this stage Mr. Hudson presented to 
the retiring chairman the gift of a tele- 
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In this photograph, taken at the Dorchester Hotel on the occasion of the complimentary 
dinner, Mr. Walter Forsdike is seen second from right, with Mr. Stephen Hudson, 


the new chairman of the NJC. 


On the left are Mr. Harvey G. Frost (president, 


NFBTE) and Mrs. Frost. 


vision set from the members of the NJC. 

The toast of the National Joint Coun- 
cii was proposed by Sik LUKE FAWCETT. 
He was speaking, said Sir Luke, from the 
touchline, but he knew that there was 
still a future for an organisation which 
was conducted in the same spirit as the 
National Joint Council. He was sure that 
if the Council met the problems of 
the future in the same way as it had met 
them in the past, then, with its chairman 
and vice-chairman, it would come 
through with flying colours. 

Responding, Mr. Hupson said that as 
long as the Counci! could aim at find- 
ing a just and fair solution to its prob- 
lems, it could face the future with 
confidence. The Council was proud of its 
record over the years. He thanked the 
clerk, Mr. Frank Beazley, for making 
the arrangements for the occasion. 


RECORD OF CONCILIATION 

Mr. Forspike, responding to the 
various toasts, said that perhaps the most 
remarkable thing about the National 
Joint Council had been its combination 
with a steady continuity of purpose and 
principle, over a long period. In some 
ways it resembled the British Common 
Law. The Council had managed to 
operate successfully the same basic prin- 
ciples in peace and in war, in periods of 
unemployment and in times of full em- 
ployment, in industrial areas and in rural 
areas, for big firms and small firms, for 
main contractors and sub-contractors, for 
different crafts and different kinds of 
semi-skilled and unskilled labourers. 

In conciliation matters it was the spirit 
that counted, he continued. If there was 
no genuine co-operation then no amount 
of fiddling about with the conciliation 
machinery could have any real effect. 
What worried him at the present time 
was that the only solution of our present 
problems that some people could think 
of was to impos2 upon industry by 


legislation or Government action—a new 
kind of stream-lined wage structure. 

“ Actually the present problems spring 
irom two main causes,” said the speaker. 
“One is over-full employment which 
itself is simply a consequence of our 
biting off a little more than we can chew. 
A relatively small reduction in the 
volume of constructional work would 
soon redress the balance; and one hopes 
that there will be no violent swinging 
of the pendulum towards a_ serious 
amount of unemployment. The other 
main reason for our present problems is 
the rapidity of modern developments in 
the technique of building — partly due 
to mechanisation, partly due to new types 
of material, partly due to organising 
methods. We have been, and I trust still 
will be, a craft industry. But, as 1 see 
it, we are bound to adjust ourselves to 
genuine technical improvements as they 
come along. Surely the real remedy lies 
in enlightened attempts, as an industry, 
to size-up the new situation and to adjust 
our industrial organisations accordingly.” 

Mr. Forsdike ended by paying tributes 
to the joint secretaries, Sir Richard Cop- 
pock and Mr. Ernest Jones, and to the 
Clerk, Mr, Beazley. 

The company present included: 

Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Forsdike, Mrs. Stephen Hud- 
Lady Emmerson, Lady Coppock. Mrs. Harvey 
Frost. Mrs. F. Leslie Wallis, Ald. & Mrs. J. J. 
Grogan, Mrs. J. H. Mills, Sir Godfrey Ince, Sir 
Frederick Leggett. Sir Graham & Lady Savage, Sir 
John & Lady Stephenson, Sir Jonah Walker-Smith, 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Allard, Mr. & Mrs. J. Amphlett, Mr. 
& Mrs. Frank Beazley, Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Bryant, 
E. J. Chapman, Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Cox, A. F. David- 
son, Mr. & Mrs. A. Dunne, Mr. & Mrs. G. Dyson, 

E. Fishburn and Miss Mavis Fishburn, Mr. & 
Mrs. R. G. Harvey Greenham, Mr. & Mrs. George 
Grosvenor, Nigel Hannen, Mr. & Mrs. S. F. S 
Hearder. D. McCowan Hill, Gerald Hill, Mr. & 
Mrs. S. Horsfield, Mr. & Mrs. I. Ernest Jones, Mr. 
& Mrs. H. Kelly, H. Leighton, Mr. & Mrs. lan M 
Leslie, Mr. & Mrs. George Lowthian, Mr. & Mrs 
J. F. McDermott, Mr. & Mrs. S. D. McKelvey, Mr 
& Mrs. G. Pollock, Mr. & Mrs. J. Ian Robertson, 


Mr. & Mrs. C. Gordon Rowlands, F. M. Sleeman, 
Mr. & Mrs. G. O. Swayne, A. H. Telling, Mr. & 


son, 


Mrs. M. Van Westerborg, Mr. & Mrs. L. A. Walden, 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Paton Walker. Mr. & Mrs. H 
Weaver, Mr. & Mrs. D. E. Woodbine Parish and 


J. Woodhead 
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A view of the new block from the parade ground. 


TRAINING SHIP “MERCURY,” HAMBLE: 
STAFF AND CLASSROOM BLOCK 


Architects 
W. H. SAUNDERS & SON 


Builders 
H. G. ROSS & SONS, LTD. 


PART from the replacement of ancillary 
buildings, including garages, oilskin, sea- 
boot and other stores (destroyed by fire) the 
clients desired the provision of additional class- 
rooms and staff accommodation. It was therefore 
decided to provide all the requirements within 
one block. This comprises a garage and fuel 
store; school canteen; and new classroom; and 
the oilskin, seaboot and garden produce stores. 


On the first floor, a self-contained staff flat 
has been provided, and in the central block the 
first floor is occupied by staff bed-sitting rooms. 
The light-weight partitions can be easily removed 
and the first floor converted to two further class- 
rooms. 


Construction.—That portion of the building 
housing garages, canteen and flat is of traditional 
construction in load-bearing brick — walls, 
reinforced concrete hollow pot first floor, and a 
roof of timber construction decked with Stramit 
slabs laid over, finished with three-layer built-up 
roofing. 


The central classroom block is constructed 
with load-bearing spine walls and a curtain wall 
to the south elevation, the north elevation being 
of brickwork punctuated by fenestration. The 
floor is of reinforced concrete hollow pot con- 
struction, and the roof is of insulated metal 
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Main staircase in the staff quarters. 








October 14 195. 
5 








October 14 1955 


decking laid to a monopitch and 
finished in three layer built-up 
bitumen roofing. A_ suspended 
building board ceiling is provided to 
the first floor. The stores at the east 
end are of brick construction with 
pitch roofs covered in painted 
asbestos tiling. 

Finishes.—All_ ceiling and wall 
surfaces other than in the stores and 
garages are plastered. Wood block 
floors have been laid in the class- 
rooms and in the principal rooms of 
the flat, otherwise internal floor 
finishes are of “colourphalt,” 
except the floors of the stores, 
garages and verandah, where grano- 
lithic paving has been used. The 
staircases are of timber; that in the 
central block being designed in the 
manner of a ship’s companionway, 
in hardboard with wrot iron 
balusters. 

External facings are of local multi- 
coloured bricks, and the windows 
are generally of metal with pressed 
metal cills. 

The south wall of the main block 
has an infill under the ground-floor 
windows of vertical Gurjon match- 
boarding, which in combination with 
the simple iron balustrade of the 
verandah and the type of fenestration 
is designed to give a nautical flavour 
to the building. Above the verandah 
roof level, the south wall is a 
complete curtain wall—the unglazed 
portions being infilled with 
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A typical classroom. 


Asbestolux covered with pebble-dash 
faced aluminium. 


Following is a_ list of sub- 
contractors and suppliers: 

Bricks, Bursledon Brick Co., Ltd., 
Lower Swanwick, Southampton; steel- 
work, Wm. Dibben and Sons, Ltd., 
Northam,Southampton; roofing to class- 
room and flat roof, Wm. Briggs and 
Sons, Ltd. SW8; roofing to staff flats, 
Stramit Board, Ltd., Cowley Peachey, 
Uxbridge; metal windows, Stelwin 
Construction, Ltd., Oldbury, Birming- 
ham; window walling, Crittall Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd., Southampton; joinery, 


H. G. Ross and Sons, Ltd., Netley 
Abbey, Southampton; wood block 
floors, Gordon Flooring Co., Win- 
chester: Colourphalt floors, Limmer 
and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
Chandlers Ford, Hants; sliding door 
gear, P. C. Henderson, Ltd., Romford; 
wrot ironwork, A. W. Jeffreys, South- 
ampton; paint materials, The Walpamur 
Co., Ltd., Southampton, Cellon, Ltd., 
Kingston - on- Thames, International 
Paint Co., Ltd., Southampton, Imperial 
Chemical Industries, Ltd., Southampton 
Docks, Vitretex, Ltd., Southampton, 
and Smith and Walton, Ltd., South- 
ampton. 


TRAINING SHIP “MERCURY,” HAMBLE: STAFF AND CLASSROOM BLOCK 
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PRODUCTIVITY AND PRICES 


Current “ Builder’’ Survey 


‘THERE follows the second in the quarterly series, inaugurated in 
July last, whereby figures of productivity in the building industry, 
compiled by the Ministry of Works (Statistical Department) and kindly 


made available to “ The Builder,” 


are used as a basis for analysis. 


They show how, once again after a period of stability or decline, building 
prices are creeping upwards at least as fast as the general price lerel— 
and building earnings considerably faster. 


THE series of articles which was inau- 
gurated in our issue of July 15 has 
suffered, early in. its career, from a slight 
Statistical hiatus. With the lessening 
of controls over building, changes have 
had to be made in the system of collecting 
Statistics; in particular, the Ministry of 
Works now collects figures only from firms 
whose principal activity lies in the building 
industry, as defined in the Standard Indus- 
trial Classification. The main statistics 
relate also to the output of building and 
civil engineering contractors—i.e. excluding 
the direct labour force of public authorities. 
The field covered this time, and in future 
issues, is therefore only about three- 
quarters of that surveyed in the July 
article. But if it has lost in size, it has 
gained in homogeneity; we are now dealing 
much more nearly with the (private) 
tuilding industry in its everyday definition. 
Some of the basic information is col- 
lected from a sample only of contractors, 
subject to periodic complete checks; but 
the errors due to sampling are not likely to 
be important. The order in which the figures 
are derived is as follows: 

(a) The contractors’ returns give quar- 
terly figures of the value of output, and 
monthly figures of the labour force 
employed, both broken down into the 
three categories, ““new housing work,” 
““new non-housing work,” and “ repairs 
and maintenance.” 

(b) The Ministry of Labour’s half- 
yearly survey of earnings and hours of 
work, supplemented by knowledge of the 
dates of various increases in wages and 
allowances, yields quarterly estimates of 
the cost of a man-hour of jabour, and (in 
association with the labour force figures) 
of the total wage-bill of the industry. 

(c) To this wage-bill an addition is made 
(different for the three classes of work) 
for overheads and profits. In the short 
run the percentage of the value of output 
accounted for by profits is assumed con- 
stant; it can be checked, after the event, 
by using the Census of Production. 

(d) The total value of output, less the 
wage-bill, overheads and profits, yields an 
estimate of the input of materials. This can 
occasionally be cross-checked with the 
Census of Production, and must at all 
times be watched in relation to data of the 
physical output and imports of materials. 

(e) So far, we have the value of gross 
Output, net output, and the input of 
materials (as these terms were defined in 
the July article) all ‘‘ at current prices ” 


i.e. at the actual values for the quarter con- 
cerned. To get them “ at constant prices,” 
without the distorting effect of general 
price changes, two price indices are used. 
For materials the Board of Trade calcu- 
lates index numbers, in which the various 
prices are mixed together in the propor- 
tions suggested by the Census of Produc- 
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tion for 1948 for the usage of materia} 
in that year. For earnings we have the 
Ministry of Labour data already Mentioned 

To get an index of labour costs these 
have to be adjusted for changes in pro. 
ductivity. The productivity of labour 
(subject to checking against other pantig 
information) assumed to be Proportiong) 
to the usage of materials per worker. 
changes within a period of twelve month 
(which may be merely seasonal) being 
ignored. This measure of productivity has 
the grave disadvantage that it shoy 
economy in the use of materials as , 
fall in productivity. But it is probabj 
the best broad year-to-year measure 
available, provided that we feel free to 
revise it when it is inconsistent with 
other data. 





(f) From net output and materials input 


TABLE A 
OUTPUT OF THE BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRY IN 
GREAT BRITAIN (excluding direct work of Public Authorities) 
| Actual | Values at 1955 First Quarter Indices, 1955 I — 100 
| value of | prices: (constant prices) 
| gross Gross Net Input of Materials Net 
output output output materials Gross input per | output per 
output man- man- 
£ mn. £ mn. £ mn. £ mn. month month 
TaBLeE 1—New housing work 
1955 I 119 119 55 64 100 100 100 
Il 129 126 37 69 106 108 105 
TABLE 2—New non-housing work 
1955 | 138 138 65 73 100 109 100 
II 157 154 72 82 112 106 105 
TABLE 3—Repair and maintenance work 
1955: 3 79 79 | 55 24 100 100 109 
| 88 86 60 26 109 103 103 
TABLE 4—All building and civil engineering work 
1955 | 336 336 175 | 161 100 . : 
I 366 189 | 177 109 * * 


374 


* Omitted as possibly misleading; changes might be due to changes in the proportions of the 


types of work. 


TABLE B—PRICE COMPARISONS 


Index numbers (1955 First Quarter 


| All |Materials} Building]| 














| building | for labour || All 
|materials| housing | per man-)| build- 

| | hour ing 

| 

1952 ...| 99 97 88 98 
1953...) 97 96 93 97 
1954 | 97 97 97 97 
1954 1| 96 96 95 96 
| 97 97 97 97 

Il 98 98 99 98 

IV 99 99 99 99 

1955 | 100 100 100 100 
Il 101 101 104 102 

| 102 102 105 103 


to those on the old basis at 1955 I.) 


100) of the prices 











Output price indices | Manu- 
Hous- | New | Repair ! factures, | Retail 
ing non- and __ ||‘ wholesale’| prices 

work | housing} main- price 

work | tenance |} index 
100 | 98 97 || 100 93 
97 97 96 i 98 % 
98 98 97 | 98 98 

| 

96 96 9 || 98 96 
97 98 97 | 98 97 
98 99 98 || 99 99 
99 99 99 || 99 99 
100 | 100 100 ! 100 =| 100 
102 102. | 102 || 101 | 101 
103 103 | 103 |i 102 | 103 


(The line beneath 1954 IV shows that the building price series on the new basis are linked on 
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PRICE STATISTICS EX 


at constant prices, gross output is found: 
and a comparison of this with gross 
output at current prices gives an estimate 
of the movement of building and civil 
engineering prices. 


PRESSED AS CHARTS 


Owing to the change in the basis of the 
Statistics, the figures presented in the 
accompanying tables relate to the first two 
quarters of 1955 only, the ‘ constant 
prices” figures being at the prices of the 
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first quarter. We hope, however, that the 
table (Table A) is now in a form in which 
it can be regularly extended in future 
quarters. The price statistics are presented 
over a longer run in a later table and chart. 

Let us now see how the prices of building 
materials and labour have together moved 
the indices for the prices of building and 
civil engineering output. For comparison 
we have included the so-called “* whole- 
sale’ price index for all manufactured 
products other than fuel, food and tobacco, 
and the index of retail prices (Table B). 

These data are illustrated on the accom- 
panying charts; they show once again 
how, after a period of stability or decline, 
building prices are creeping upwards at 
least as fast as the general price level— 
and building earnings considerably faster. 
The chart shows for comparison the index 
of building costs, obtained in a _ very 
different way, which is regularly prepared 
by Mr. H. J. Venning, and published in 
The Builder. This confirms the broad 
movement of the Ministry indices. There 
seems, unhappily, little reason to suppose 
that the present tendency to rising prices 
has spent itself, though the reduced load 
on the industry (caused by higher interest 
rates), may, within a few months, begin 
to show its effects on costs. 

(Copyright The Builder.) 


INCREASES IN 
PROFESSIONAL CHARGES 


Birmingham Criticisms 

CRITICISMS of the increase in profes- 

sional charges for the first instalment 
of the new Colleges of Technology. Com- 
merce and Art at Gosta Green were made 
at the meeting on October 3 of the Birming- 
ham education committee by CLLR. VICTOR 
TurTON, chairman of the site and buildings 
committee. 

Recommending on behalf of the com- 
mittee that a revised estimate for the first 
instalment of £3,596,000 should be accepted 
Cllr. Turton said that this was an increase 
of £1,873,000 on an estimate made in 1946. 
“If we had carried out the building before 
1939 it would have cost £753,000,” he said. 
Then the amount paid to architect, consult- 
ants and the like would have been £70,750. 
To-day the estimate was £293,000. ** How 
many members of the committee can tell me 
of any manual worker in the building indus- 
try getting four and a half times the amount 
he was receiving before the war in the way 
of wages? * Cllr. Turton asked. 

Another reason for the large increase in 
the Gosta Green estimate was that the 
Government had made them build in instal- 
ments. This had put £200,000 on the bill. 
Increased costs of labour and materials at 
£1,250,000 above 1946 represented an in- 
crease of 78 per cent. “ We all abhor these 
figures but unfortunately we can do nothing 
about them,” Cllr. Turton added. 

CiiR. Harry BENTLEY said he was not 
prepared to accept the fact that the cost 
of materials had increased 78 to 80 per 
cent, Wages had not gone up to that 
extent. He was not satisfied it was a fair 
estimate. 

The revised estimate was approved. 
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View from south-east corner of police station. 


POLICE DEVELOPMENT AT BLAKEBROOK, KIDDERMINSTER 


Architect to Worcestershire County Council 


Assistant Architect 
J.C. BROCK, ARIBA 


_ new police station at Kidderminster 
forms part of an 8}-acre site, the total 
development of which, costing about 
£170,000, comprises the erection of the 
Divisional Police Headquarters building 
together with 26 police houses, estate roads, 
and recreation facilities. 

The accommodation provided in the 
police station is in the form of suites of 
offices, and living accommodation is also 
allowed for ten single men. Provision was 
made at the planning stage so that Court 
Houses could be added if desired. These 
would take the form of first-floor exten- 
sions. 

The police station follows the Georgian 
style of architecture, harmonising with 
existing development. Buff rustic facing 
bricks and Hollington natural stone 
dressings have been used, and the main 
entrance (which will be the future public 
entrance to the Courts) is approached by a 
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flight of stone steps to the entrance portico, 
which has two composite columns in 
white Hollington stone with walls faced in 
ashlar stone. The ceiling to the portico 
is coffered, the panels having been picked 
out in a pale blue tint, and the entrance 
doors are constructed in mahogany faced 
externally with sheet bronze. The opening 
above the doors is filled in with a transome 
panel and a wrought iron grill finished in 
cellulose bronze to match the doors. 

Fixed to this transome there is a 
cartouche which incorporates the County’s 
Coat of Arms surmounted by the Royal 
Crown. This cartouche was constructed 
in cast aluminium and finished—together 
with the wrought iron supporters—in 
cellulose bronze. The County’s Coat of 
Arms is painted in its true heraldic colours 
and the Crown finished in gold leaf. 
Pink Hollington stone was used for the 
plinth, copings, string course and window 
and door surrounds for the remaining 
portion of the building. 

The roof has a steep pitch and is covered 
with bold roll clay tiles. Dormer windows 
are provided in the roof space, which has 
been constructed so that about 2,500 sq. ft. 
of additional office accommodation can be 
provided in the future by the erection of Below is the main entrance. Above is shown the coffered 
internal partitioning and the laying of a ceiling to the portico. , 
suitable floor covering. 

To economise on structural steelwork, 
the floors and roof principals were con- 
structed in in situ prestressed concrete 
based on the Freyssinet system designed 
by the Prestressed Concrete Co. 
Suspended floors for the first and second 
floors were constructed, some using Shish- 
koff beams and others using Cazlowe 
blocks. These blocks, approximately 18 in. 
by 9 in. by 6 in. deep, were made of 
vermiculite with 2 in. concrete ribs between 
each block —each rib carrying one high- 
tension cable. A feature was the use of 
the second floor (spanning 23 ft. 6 in.) as a 
tie beam to the roof principals, achieved 
by incorporating stressed cables. The 
flat roofs at the rear of the station are 
designed as load-bearing floors to carry 
future extensions. 

Granwood floors have been laid to 
all the ground-floor rooms, and_ the 
first floor, staircases and landings are 
finished in Semtex floor tiles. 

The main entrance hall is approached 
from the entrance portico through a 
vestibule, which is finished with polished 
walnut-veneered plywood, contrasting 
with the Castex fluted wall panelling 
to the staircase. Wrought iron balustrades 
to the staircases are picked out in 
old gold. The hall floor is_ finished 
with Semtex tiles laid to a_ simple 
pattern, the main body of the floor 
being in Regent beige marble with a 
platignum marble border. A compass 
motif is laid in the centre of the 
floor, finished in Mermaid green and 
Almond green marble colours. 





















































Following is a list of sub-contractors me 

and suppliers: = — 

Asphalt to flat 4 roofs, Associated 

Asphalt Co.; asphalt! tanking in base- 

ment, Ragusa Asphalte Co.; floor tiling, 
Semtex, Ltd.; flooring, Granwood Floor- 
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East window to parade room. 





















Below : plans of station. 
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ing Co.; natural stonework, Wragg 
Bros., Ltd.; artificial stonework, A. H. 
Guest, Ltd.; main entrance doors and 
wrought iron grille, Bromsgrove Guild, 
Ltd.; wrought iron railings and stair- 
case balustrade, Bromsgrove Guild, 
Ltd.; central heating, Brightside Foun- 
dry and Engineering Co., Ltd.; elec- 
trical installation, Midlands Electricity 
Board; roller shutters, Shutters Con- 
tractors, Ltd.; wall tiling, G. R. Robert- 
son (Tiles), Ltd.; glazed partition brick- 
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South elevation of the recreation centre. 


work, Stourbridge Glazed Brick Co. 
(Dudley), Ltd.; facing bricks, Himley 
Brick and Tile Co.; fibrous plaster, 
H. E. Gaze, Ltd.; Diffulite ceiling 
panels, Metal Sections, Ltd.;  sus- 
pended ceilings, Rudders and Paynes, 
Ltd.; ironmongery, Lockerbie and Wil- 
kinson, Ltd.; flush doors, A. H. Guest, 
Ltd.; steel windows, John Gibbs, Ltd.; 
wrought-iron grille, John Gibbs, Ltd.; 
glass domes, Pilkington _ Bros., 
Ltd.; grilles to airing yard, and entrance 











Detail of police entrance doors. 


gates to cells Charles Smith, Sons and 
Co., Ltd.; cell doors, James Gibbons, 
Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Griffin Foundry, 
Fireplace and Sanitary Fittings, Ltd.; 
roof lights and glass window panels, 
Lenscrete, Ltd.; roller shutters, W. F. S. 
Holt, Ltd.; roof tiles, John Board and 
Co., Ltd.; roof principals, Stuarts’ 
Granolithic Co.; fire extinguishers, 
Minimax, Ltd.; sliding door gear, P. C. 
Henderson, Ltd.; petrol pumps, Beck 
and Co. (Meters), Ltd. 























Main entrance hall. 
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View in entrance hall looking towards parade room. 


POLICE DEVELOPMENT AT BLAKEBROOK, KIDDERMINSTER, 
FOR WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 





Police housing facing Mason-road. 
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PREFABRICATED 
LABORATORY 
AT PARK ROYAL, 
NWI1O 


Architect 
R. G. EMSLEY, ARIBA 


Builders 
SECO, LTD. 


HIS new laboratory, for Messrs. 
Guinness at their Park Royal 
brewery, NWIO, is planned mainly 
on two floors. The clients stipulated 
that the air-raid shelters existing on 
the site should remain in use, and in 
order to build over these it was 
necessary for the structure to be of a 
light form of construction. 

The building is planned on a 40 in. 
constructional grid. The steel frame 
consists mainly of boxed - steel 
stanchions (subsequently plastered 
for fire protection) and welded lattice 
beams, and is completely modular 
on plan. Floor and roof beams are 
of the same width as the stanchions 
and correspond with the grid lines. 

External walling is constructed of 
2 in. thick ‘* Seco” panels bolted to 
the steel frame at floor and ceiling 
levels. The windows are of 
galvanised metal fixed into timber 
sub-frames, and are of standard 
overall sizes but with a purpose- 
made arrangement of lay bars. 

The roof deck consists of 40 in. 
square woodwool slabs, 2 in. thick, 
resting on and clipped to the purlins 
and to pressed metal tees running 
between purlins on the grid lines. 


This is covered with two layers of 


bituminous felt, and at the perimeter 
a Ijin. thick “Seco” roof panel 
forms the gutter. 


The first floor is constructed of 


screeded 40in. by 20in. precast 
concrete slabs resting on floor or 
perimeter beams with a shock- 
absorbing pad between. Partitions 
occur either on the grid lines or at 
4in. increments, and except for those 
surrounding stair wells and the 30- 
degrees room, are formed of 13 in. 
“ Seco ” panels. Ceilings throughout 
are constructed of ? in. thick fibrous 
plaster panels. 

_ Except for the electric lighting 
installation (run in the ceiling space), 
all service runs are accommodated 
within a gallery running round the 
perimeter of the building between 
floor and cill level. 
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View of front elevation. 





A typical laboratory. 
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Front elevation to Pickhurst-lane. 


BUNGALOW AT WEST WICKHAM, KENT 
Architects: ALEXANDER ROBERTSON & SONS 
Builders: W.L. COOK & CO., LTD. 


HE effective width of the side of this bungalow was considerably reduced by the 

necessity of retaining a flank building line to Pickhurst-lane of at least 20 ft. 

and the desirability of making the forecourt entrance to the garage, from Hayes 

Chase, rather than the main road, Pickhurst-lane. This made the elevational area, 

which could be faced toward the south, very small, and it was decided to make the 

main entrance to front Pickhurst-lane, so that the whole of the southerly end of the 
building could be used for the living-rooms. 

Construction.—The walls are in normal cavity construction, generally with facing 
brick externally, except for the central section of the east elevation, which is finished 
with stucco between the stone buttresses. As the sub-soil was found to be shrink- 
able clay, the foundations were taken to a depth of approximately 4 ft. below the 
finished ground level to provide reasonably adequate protection. The eyebrow 
window, in the roof, was a feature which the client liked and, by means of a white 
reflector, this is used to improve the lighting of the inner hall. There is a concrete 
sub-floor throughout and this is finished in the hall with wood blocks and the 
remainder of the floor area has thermo-plastic tiles. 

Only a small amount of background central heating was required and provision 
was made for radiators to the dining recess, lounge and hall only, and a heated 
towel rail in the bathroom. The circulation to these is from separate tappings on 
the boiler and a calorifier has not been used. A ‘* Rayburn” boiler has been 
installed in the kitchen, which is adequate for the compact domestic hot-water 
system and the small amount of radiator surface. To eliminate draughts, the 
fireplace in the lounge is fitted with under-floor air supply for combustion, by a 
pipe duct in the concrete sub-floor. 
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Plan of the bungalow. 
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“1S THE BARLOW 
POLICY FAILINGY’ 


Greater London's Growth 


N an article in the current issue of Toy, 
and Country Planning, “\s the Barloy 
Policy Failing?” Mr. Peter Sep make 
out a case for stricter application of the 
Board of Trade’s policies in Greater Londo, 
if the whole region is not to be urbanise 
The author states: 

Superficially, at least, the answer to the 
title question appears to be “ Yes.” The 
Barlow report strongly and unanimoys| 
recommended that industrial growth in the 
London region should be strictly curbed 
This aim has been repeatedly endorsed ), 
the Government. ‘ 

Since the war, the Board of Trade has 
worked hard to steer industrial developmen; 
away from the London region and into 
other parts of the country, particularly the 
development areas. Nevertheless, the article 
continues, the tread is in the wrong direction 

How is something happening that js 
clearly contrary to official intentions? The 
Board has allowed hardly a single firm not 
already operating in the region to enter it 
But the London region has inherited a high 
proportion of modern, developing industries 
with strong tendencies to expansion. 

The main scope for big extensions js 
naturally in the outer parts of the region, 
beyoad Greater London itself. There are 
eight new towns in this area, as well asa 
number of LCC ™ quasi-satellites,” where 
industrial development for firms displaced 
from London is positively to be welcomed 
However, it is unlikely that the new towns 
account for more than a third, at the most, 
of industrial growth in the outer parts of 
the Londoa region. This is a very narrow 
area indeed to accommodate both eight 
booming new towns and a vast amount 
of new industrial growth besides. 

The conclusion I would suggest is not 








that the Board of Trade’s powers are inade- 
quate, but that they must be applied with 
far greater firmness. The threat is recurring 
of the urbanisation of the whole London 


region—a development which would undo | 


even the success of the new towns and absorb 
them into the general metropolitan mass. 

To combat this danger, a concerted plan 
for controlling and redistributing employment 
is above all needed. So far as industry is 
concerned it must have three prongs: 

(a) A much stronger curb on new factory 
construction in the London region; 

(b) Steps to help the LCC and other con- 
gested London authorities disperse non 
conforming industries which could operate 
efficiently elsewhere ; 

(c) The development of good — industrial 
facilities in at least a dozen suitable recep: 
tion towns between 30 and 100 miles from 
the capital. 

The first prong in the plan, however, ' 
both the easiest to apply and also the most 
immediately efficacious. The costs 0 
removing an existing factory do not have 
to be faced; all that is needed is a firm 
determination not to temporise or & 
influenced by short-term considerations 0 
expediency. The amount of new factory 
construction which could be shifted to 
other parts of the country is very consider- 
able. The legal powers are there, and theit 
use has full public support. The Barlow 
policy can be made to work, and it Is vita) 
that it should be. 





-—_- =e 


oe Gane 


i _ rn a i cei 


October 14 1955 


RLOW 
LING ” 


Growth 


At Issue of Toy, 
“Is the Barloy 
TER SELF Makes 
Plication of the 
Greater Londop 
to be urbanised 


© answer to the 
pe Yes.” The 
1d unanimoys| 
I growth in the 
Strictly curbed, 
dIy endorsed } 


1 of Trade has 
rial development 
egion and into 
particularly the 
less, the article 
wrong direction 
pening that js 
ntentions? The 
single firm not 
iON to enter it 
inherited a high 
Oping industries 
pansion. 
2 eXtensions js 
- Of the region, 
elf. There are 
a, as well as a 
tellites,” where 
firms displaced 
» be welcomed. 
the new towns 
rd, at the most, 
outer parts of 
a very narrow 
ite both eight 
4 Vast amount 
ides. 
Suggest is not 





wers are inade- 
ye applied with 
eat is recurring 
whole London 
h would undo } 
wns and absorb 
dolitan mass. 
concerted plan 
ng employment 
as industry is 
prongs: 
on new factory 
n region; 
and other con- 
s disperse non- 
‘+h could operate 


rood — industrial 
1 Suitable recep- 
100 miles from 


n, however, 15 
also the most 
‘he costs ol 
do not have 
ded is a firm 
sorise or be 
siderations of 
f new factory 
xe shifted t0 
very consider: 
here, and their 

The Barlow | 
and it is vital 


october 14 1955 


News of the Week 


RICS PRESIDENTIAL TOUR 


THe PRESIDENT, Mr. W. R. Brackett, 
and the Secretary, Brigadier A. H. 
Killick, of the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors, have now reached 
Johannesburg, after completing the first 
half of their African tour. 

It is understood that the visits to the 
Fast Africa and Central Africa Branches 
of the Institution have been outstandingly 
successtul, and have given great 
encouragement to the increasing number 
of chartered surveyors practising there. 
The President (who is accompanied by 
Mrs. Brackett) and Brigadier Killick, 
spent nearly three weeks in East Africa 
and attended many meetings and 
functions in all three territories of 
Uganda, Kenya and Tanganyika. 

Nairobi is the principal centre of the 
Institution’s East Africa Branch, which 
has a total membership of over 200. A 
special meeting of the branch and the 
branch annual dinner were among the 
functions held here during the President’s 
stay. 

After leaving Nairobi the party pro- 
ceeded to Mombasa, where they paid an 
official visit to the Provincial Com- 
missioner. They also met local members 
of the Institutions, before proceeding by 
air via Zanzibar to Dar-es-Salaam in 
Tanganyika. Arriving at Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, the party were 
handed into the care of the Institution’s 
Central Africa Branch on Thursday, 
September 22. 

The President had a full programme in 
Salisbury, and while there paid visits to 
Bulawayo, Livingstone, Ndola and 
Lusaka. 

The party left Salisbury on October 4 
for Johannesburg. They have many 
engagements there, and in Pretoria, 
Durban, East London, Port Elizabeth and 
Cape Town, before they finally sail for 
England on October 21. 


THE NEW WAGE CLAIM 


LEADERS of unions affiliated to the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives decided at a meeting in 
London on October 5 to apply for an in- 
crease of 4d. an hour in basic wages. 

The claim affects about a _ million 
workers. It must be submitted by not 
later than November 17 for discussion 
with the employers in January, The 
unions will also ask for a special rate of 
pay for men engaged wholly on night 
work and will reiterate their request for 
consideration to be given to an extension 
of the guaranteed week from 32 to 44 
hours. 

It is estimated that the new claim 
would cost the employers about £40m. a 
year should it be conceded. The present 
rates paid range from 4s. 14d. an hour 
for craftsmen in central London to 
3s. 104d. for craftsmen in certain small 
towns and rural areas in England; 
labourers’ rates, including the same 
bonus, range from 3s. 7d. to 3s. 4d. an 
hour. Craftsmen received an increase of 
2id. an hour and labourers an increase 
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of 14d. an hour in their basic rates earlier 
this year, in addition to a general advance 
of 4d. an hour in the cost-of-living bonus. 


IMPERIAL COLLEGE PLANS 


PLANS for the development of the Im- 
perial College of Science and Techno- 
logy, at South Kensington, to take a total 
of 3,000 students, were outlined on Tues- 
day, by the Rector, Dr. R. P. Linstead, in 
his inaugural address. Altogether, he 
said, £1m. worth of capital work was 
completed or in hand. But all these pro- 
jects were essentially additions to exist- 
ing buildings, and the present record 
total of 2,066 students had been achieved 
only by a policy of ‘ squeezing.” 

The full design for the college envis- 
aged a unit as large as the universities 
of Birmingham, Leeds, or Liverpool. This 
had to be fitted into a site of 16 acres, 
parts of which would not be available. 
The buildings would have to be fitted for 
curious and exacting tasks, and contain 
the most up-to-date laboratories and the 
complex machines and instruments of 
modern technology. Dr. Linstead said 
they would have to be functional, but 
they would not be “ modern in the vulgar 
sense,’ and he spoke hopefully of 
“agreeable courts and terraces falling 
into their natural places in the pattern.” 


TO STUDY ENGLISH 
ARCHITECTURE 


THIS YEAR’S travelling scholarship in 
architecture, awarded by the Pilkington 
Glass Organisation in Canada, has been 
won by a 24-year-old Canadian from 
Vancouver, British Columbia. He is Mr. 
Richard Archambault and he recently 
arrived in England to make a research 
of exterior cladding materials. The 
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scholarship is awarded annually to the 
best architectural student in Canada. Five 
universities in Canada have schools of 
architecture and each of them has now 
provided the scholarship winner. Mr. 
Archambault is a student at the Univer- 
sity of British Columbia, where he 
attained the Bachelor of Architecture 
degree in May this year. He will spend 
six months studying architecture in 
England and will then visit the Continent. 


NEW RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 


MINISTERS of the Crown and others 
have repeatedly appealed for private 
enterprise to sponsor more research. The 
Architects’ Journal has responded to this 
by forming a research board to govern 
and administer an annual _ research 
fellowship to the value of £1,000 (plus 
certain allowances). This fellowship is to 
enable qualified architects to undertake 
research which will be of direct benefit to 
the architect in practice, and in particular 
is intended, initially, to encourage the 
study of the organisation of existing 
building knowledge in relation to practice. 
At the moment, architectural research is 
largely confined to the Building Research 
Station and the Nuffield Foundation. It 
is hoped that this new venture will 
encourage the interest of the profession 
in post-graduate research, and that the 
fellows holding the award will be able to 
work at various research establishments 
and universities in different parts of the 
country. 


LETHABY LECTURES 


Mr. Basit Warp, FRIBA, Hon. 
ARCA, Lethaby Professor of Architec- 
ture at the Royal College of Art, will give 
the fifth of his series of lectures on 

-“*W. R. Lethaby and his Times,’ on 
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SENTINEL HOUSE, WC.—Seen above is this new addition to Bloomsbury. 
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at the corner of Theobalds-road and Southampton-row. Built by Sir Robert McAlpine 
& Son, Lid., the building was designed by Messrs. T. P. Bennett & Son, F/ARIBA. 
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Monday, November 28, at 5 p.m., in the 
lecture theatre of the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. 

MORE PLANNERS NEEDED 

To cope with the increasing building 
programme, the staff of Coventry city 
architect’s department may be increased 
by 39. This has been approved by the 
establishment and general administration 
committee of Coventry City Council. 
The city architect, Mr. A. Ling, ARIBA, 
is reported to have explained that central 
area redevelopment is increasing in 
tempo and more staff, particularly on the 
planning side, is needed for the work. 
INTEREST RATES AND HOUSING 

THE urban council of Kingswood, 
Bristol, decided on September 28, to sus- 
pend house building because of high in- 
terest rates on loans. CLLR. W. R. Hum- 
PHREY said: ‘ We intend to stop build- 
ing until the money market returns to 
some state of sanity.” 

The council approved rent increases 
for 1,230 council houses. The rises range 
from 10d. to 5s. 1d. 

On the same day the Labour majority 
of Battersea MBC passed a resolution 
asking the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government to reduce interest charges 
on housing loans or increase the housing 
subsidy. 

PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 

THE Proceedings of the First Inter- 
national Congress of the Fédération In- 
ternationale de la Précontrainte, held in 
October, 1953, have now been published. 
This was the first fruit of international 
co-operation in the new and rapidly 
growing field of prestressed concrete. The 
widespread interest in the new technique 
and the willingness to share knowledge 
and to learn were emphasised by the at- 
tendance of members from no fewer than 
twenty-four nations, and by the lively 
discussions in the technical sessions. 
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The proceedings, excellently produced 
and bound, contain three general reports 
printed in English, French and German 
together with the discussion on these sub- 
jects in English, and copies may be ob- 
tained, price 50s. from the Cement and 
Concrete Association, at 52 Grosvenor- 
gardens, SWI. 

DERBY RETIREMENT 

Mr. ARTHUR TAYLOR, LRIBA, chief 
assistant housing architect to Derby Cor- 
poration, is to retire on October 31. The 
Council has appointed Mr. L. R. Harris, 
ARIBA, at present senior assistant archi- 
tect, to succeed him. 


PROSPECTS FOR BUILDING 


AT A MEETING of the Northern Regional 
Board for Industry at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, it was estimated that full employ- 
ment in the building and civil engineering 
industries would continue for some time 
to come. Despite pressure on the indus- 
tries, it was stated, there was no serious 
overload. The output of bricks had fallen 
by seven per cent. in the first half of this 
year compared with 1954, and cement 
deliveries to the region were also lower, 
and local shortages had been reported. 


MEMORIAL LECTURE 


THE Reynolds-Stephens Memorial Lec- 
ture will this year be given by Mr. Rupert 
Gunnis at the Royal Society of British 
Sculptors, 6 Queen-square, WCl, at 
6.15 p.m. on Tuesday next (October 18). 
His subject will be “ British Sculptors 
from the 17th to the 19th Century.” 


FURNISHINGS FOR ARCHITECTS 


A SMALL exhibition of cotton furnish- 
ings for architects is being held at the 
Building Centre, Store-street, WC1, until 
October 29 (weekdays, 9.30 to 5 p.m.: 
Saturdays, 9.30 to 1 p.m.). The exhibition 
has been arranged by the Colour Design 
and Style Centre of the Cotton Board, 
Manchester. 





AN LMBA 
DINNER 


THE annual _ Ladies’ 
Night dinner and dance of 
the North-Eastern area of 
the LMBA was held at the 
Dorchester Hotel on 
Monday. Over 240 mem- 
bers and guests were re- 
ceived by the chairman, 
Mr. T. A. Clark, and Mrs. 
Clark. Speeches were 
commendably brief. The 
toast of the LMBA was 
proposed by the Chairman 
and replied to by Mr. L. J. 
























Holloway, FIOB, Presi- 
dent. Mr. F. R. Clemens 
proposed the_ Ladies 
and Guests, to which 
Cllr. Miss C. F. M. Can- 
non and Mr. H. C. Wilson 
Bennetts responded in 
witty speeches. The health 
of the Chairman was pro- 
posed by Mr. G. G. Jag- 





gers, who thanked Mr. 
Clark for his sterling work 


during the year. Guests 
included Mr. and Mrs. 
R. O. Foster, Mr. and 


Mrs. Harold Conolly, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. C. F. Foster, 
Mrs. Laurence Holloway, 
Mrs. Percy Bates, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. H. A. Hughes, 





Mr. and Mrs, E. L. Jones, 
and Mr. and Mrs. R. E. 
Stenning. Our __photo- 
graph shows the Chairman 
with Mrs. Clark and (left) 
Mr. Percy Bates, FIOB, 
who made the admirable 
arrangements for the com- 
fort and entertainment of 
the party. 
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FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 | 
Saturday, October 13, 1855. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION'S (yy, 
VERSAZIONE.—The Architectural Associatig 
commenced the session on Friday evening 
the Sth; Mr. Alfred Bailey in the chair, typ" 
Chairman said . . . he believed that he Was 
justified in saying that they would shorty 
see a building in the north of England er. F 
ted from Mr. Ruskin’s designs, with the coy, b 
structive assistance of an architect. He (th, I 
chairman) for one, was delighted to hear} ° 
They were rather tired of his  singuly 
recipes, and were anxious to see the Pudding s 
itself. Let them wish it every success, any} | 
may it be as rich and juicy as the mii 
that made it. But if it should turn out,| | 
failure, if it should prove flat, crude ay} | 
indigestible, then by every architectur| 
stomach in the kingdom they would nyt” 
spare him. | 


THE CHAPEL ROYAL, ST. 
JAMES’S PALACE 


Redecoration by MoW 


HE Chapel Royal, St. James's Palace. 
which has been closed for redecora- 
tion since April, 1951, was reopened for 
divine service on October 9. 
The work of redecoration, which has bee 
carried out by the Ministry of Works, com 
pletes a programme for the restoration of 
the chapel begun immediately after the war 
with the cleaning and restoration of the 
painted ceiling. The ceiling is believed to 
have been decorated in the reign of Henry 
VIII from designs prepared by Holbein. 
The work, which has now been undertaken, 
states the Ministry, included the general 
cleaning of the chapel, the redecoration of | 
the walls, royal pew, and side galleries, 
using a light green background, matching | 
that of the ceiling. The intention was to| 
unify and lighten the atmosphere. A nev | 
carpet has been provided for the nave; the 
royal pew and three of the peeress’s pews 
have been close carpeted, and red fel 
coverings have been provided for the public 
pews on the ground floor. 

One of the three altar steps has been 
removed to give more space for the officiat 
ing clergy, and the choir stalls have been re- 
constructed within the chancel and given in 
creased kneeling space for the choir, — The 
candle-pattern electric light fittings to th 
pews have been improved to ensure a mor 
effective reading light, and at the same time 
to light the ceiling. The side lighting to the 
altar has also been modified. A concealed 
light has been installed in a ceiling panel 
above the chancel. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

The Chapel Royal, St. James's, is. the 
original chapel of the palace, which was built | 
by Henry VIII on the site of the medieval 
Hospital of St. James. The chapel was com j 
pleted by 1540, the date inscribed on is} 
splendid painted ceiling (of the school 0! 
Holbein) which also bears the arms, badges 
and initials of Henry VIII and Anne 0 
Cleves. The chapel was altered by King 
William IV (who extended the ceiling an| 
altered the royal pew) and by Queen Vic | 
toria, to whose reign most of the interiot 
features belong. 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


94th Ordinary Meeting 


AT the 94th ordinary meeting of the 
£% Architects’ Registration Council of 
the United Kingdom, held on October 
1 at 66 Portland-place, WI, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Denis Poulton, 
FRIBA, it was reported that on Septem- 
ber 16 there had been 421 retention 
fees unpaid and seven payments of 10s. 
only. The corresponding figures for 
September 24, 1954, had been 346 and 
seven payments of 10s. only, and for 
1953 it was 374 and seven payments of 
10s. A list of those architects whose fees 
remained unpaid was circulated at the 
meeting, and their names are to be struck 
off the Register failing payment by 
November 7, with the exception of those 
architects registered overseas, who will 
be granted an extension of time in which 
to pay. 

The accounts and balance-sheet for the 
half-year ended June 30, 1955, were sub- 
mitted by the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee, and approved by 
the Council. 

A total of 79 applicants who qualified 
by examination under Section 6 (1) (c) 
of the Principal Act were admitted to 
the Register, and two were re-admitted 
who qualified under Section 6 (1) (d) 
of the Principal Act and under Regula- 
tion 26 (a) (3): Architects resigned— 
seeking re-admission. The total number 
of applications received under Regulation 
26 (b) was 32. Of these, eight were 
admitted, 23 rejected and one application 
had been withdrawn. 

The resignation of Mr.  Jefferiss 
Mathews, OBE, FRIBA, from _ the 
Discipline Committee was noted, and it 
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was unanimously resolved to send him 
a communication thanking him for his 
services during his term of office. The 
appointment of Mr. R. O. Foster to fill 
the vacancy on the Discipline Committee 
was approved. 

The Professional Purposes Committee 
reported that the Joint Committee, con- 
sisting of their own representatives and 
those of the RIBA Practice and Public 
Relations Committees, had now reported. 
However, this report had not yet been 
considered by the RIBA Practice Com- 
mittee, and they preferred to postpone 
consideration of their recommendations 
until the views of the Royal Institute 
were known. 


HOUSE AGENTS: ARCHITECTS 


The Committee had also received the 
opinion of learned Counsel in the matter 
of salaried architects to house agents 
after January 1 next, and were confer- 
ring with the RIBA Practice Committee 
with a view to a final and agreed report 
to the Council at their meeting on 
December 16. 

The Committee reported that they had 
received an inquiry from an architect as 
to whether his firm would be justified 
in issuing an illustrated brochure to 
clients to mark the 70th anniversary of 
the firm. The Committee had advised that 
the issue of such a brochure would be 
tantamount to advertising and could not 
be sanctioned. 


THE BUILDER 


The Committee had also received 
information in two cases that an archi- 
tect was acting as director and manager 
to a firm of contractors. In one case the 
architect resigned from the Register on 
being asked for an explanation—which 
disposed of the matter—and in the other 
case it appeared that the architect was 
no longer in practice as an architect. His 
attention had been drawn to the view 
expressed by the Discipline Committee 
that in such a case he should resign from 
the Register in order to avoid misunder- 
standing, but there had been no reply. 


BUILDING AT OXFORD 


Delay in Completion of Medical School 


MPHE Vice-Chancellor of Oxford Univer- 

sity, Mr. A. H. Smith (Warden of New 
College), divided his review of the academic 
year at Oxford, on October 5, roughly into 
two parts, an expression of regret and, to 
some extent, of explanation of the delays 
which are hindering the completion of new 
buildings for the medical school at the 
Radcliffe Infirmary; and an attempt to clear 
up misunderstandings which arose after the 
publication of a letter sent on June 22 by 
the Hebdomadal Council to Oxford City 


Council, ,giving the colleges’ views on 
Oxford’s traffic problems. 
Referring to the medical school, the 


Vice-Chancellor disclosed that the Rocke- 
feller Foundation have given £52,000 to- 
wards the cost of building and equipping 
the new laboratory for Professor G. W. 
Pickering, the new Regius Professor of 
Medicine. There was the opportunity, he 
said, for the University, and the board of 
governors of the United Oxford Hospitals. 
working in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Health, of creating a clinical school 
which might well have a great-part to play 
in the development of medical science. 

But their work was necessarily dependent 
on careful co-operation with the work of 
the Radcliffe Infirmary and the other 
hospitals of the United Oxford Hospitals 
Group, especially in the provision of beds 
and of laboratories, operating theatres, and 
the equipment for them. All this was con- 
nected with the appointment of a new 
Regius Professor of Medicine and a new 
Nuffield Professor of Surgery, and, because 
researchers in the full tide of their work 
must receive guarantees against interruption 
in their research, it was particularly neces- 
sary to determine dates for the completion 
of the new buildings. 

Unfortunately, the progress of this work 
at the Radcliffe Infirmary had been 
impeded. Some of the reasons for the de- 
lay might have been guarded against. In 
regard to others there might have been a 
certain amount of mischance. But what- 
ever the reasons for the delay, there could 
be no doubt that all concerned were under 
an obligation to implement the promises 
made to the professors concerned. It should 
be possible to make up a certain amount 
of lost time by payment of overtime and 
the engagement of additional labour, which 
would add to the estimated cost of the 
buildings. He hoped that a special fund 
would be made available on which they 
could draw for this purpose. 

In his reference to the Hebdomadal 
Council’s letter to Oxford City Council, the 
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Vice-Chancellor said that the Hebdomadal 
Council had shown clearly that they under- 
stood the essence of the problem when 
they endorsed the views of the colleges that 
steps should be taken to prevent the High 
Street from being used any longer as a 
main thoroughfare for motor traffic. 


HOW MANY HOUSES? 
New PEP Broadsheet 


NEw housing estates and modern blocks 

of flats to be seen in all parts of the 
country give evidence that the housing 
shortage is being tackled vigorously. Is it 
being solved? An attempt to. answer this 
question is made in a new * PEP broadsheet. 
The number of families still wanting separate 
dwellings is estimated to have fallen to about 
three-quarters of a million. For the whole 
country this averages out at only an addi- 
tional five per cent. Unfortunately, the 
shortage is spread unevenly. Whereas 
demand in the southern and eastern regions, 
for example, is almost negligible, in London 
and the south-eastern counties it is as high 
as nine per cent. 

The publication of the volume of the 
1951 Census has made possible a new study 
of the varied aspects of housing needs, 
including not only the demand for additional 
dwellings but also replacement, conversion, 
repair and the reduction of overcrowding in 
existing dwellings. PEP has analysed this 
and other material and has, so far as pos- 
sible, presented the figures so as to bring 
out regional differences. Sources and the 
methods used are included. 

It is estimated that there were, in 1951, 
4,372,000 households (that is 39 per cent. 
of the total) which had to share or did not 
possess such amenities as piped water, fixed 
bath, sink or we. 

A special feature of the broadsheet is the 
estimates by regions of the number of 
houses built before 1875. For England and 
Wales, as a whole, they amount to some 
33 million dwellings, or some 30 per cent. 
of our total stock of houses. It can reason- 
ably be assumed that most of these are due 
to be replaced by new buildings. 

The serious social problem of overcrowd- 
ing is still far from overcome. Taking the 
country as a whole, 3.9 per cent. of its house- 
holds are living in overcrowded conditions. 
In the north the figure is 8.6 per cent. 

From these figures it is evident that now 
housing demand of those who want homes 
of their own is beginning to be met, the 
attention of housing authorities must be 
turned increasingly towards the slums and 
the many decrepit and inadequate houses 
now ripe for demolition, conversion or 


repair. 
OBITUARY 
John Haslam 
Mr. JouN HastaM, of Sparkenholme, 


Sparken Hill, Worksop, principal of Messrs. 
J. Haslam and Sons, architects, Worksop. 
has died at the age of 76. He held appoint- 
ments under Clowne and Tickhill local 
authorities. 


M. M. F. Wingate, FRIBA 
WE regret to announce the death, sud- 
denly, on October 5, at his home, Kilmorie. 
East Horsley, Surrey, of Mr. Michael Mel- 
vill Fenton Wingate, FRIBA. He was 47. 





* How Many Houses? Planning No. 386. Issued 
by Political and Economic Planning. 16, Queen 
Anne’s Gate, SWI. Price 2s. 6d. 
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View of interior, showing the three-pinned arches. 


LARGE IRON FOUNDRY AT NUNEATON 
Complete Erection Within Twelve Months 


A GUARANTEE to complete within 
the space of 12 months one of the 
largest permanent prefabricated build- 
ings in this country, as well as consider- 
able ancillary work, has been fulfilled by 
a firm of contractors, Beecham Buildings, 
Ltd., of Shipston-on-Stour, Warwicks. 
The building, an iron foundry for Ster- 
ling Metals, Ltd., is situated at Nuneaton 
and covers an area of 200,000 sq. ft. 
The ancillary work involved the removal 
of more than 250,000 cu. yds. of rock 
and earth and the provision of drainage, 
concrete roads and railway sidings. 

The main block covers an area 267 ft. 
wide by 500 ft. long. Provision has been 
made over its entire area for carrying 
overhead travelling cranes of 5 tons 
capacity at 18 ft. above floor level. The 
roof cladding consists of “industrial ” 
pattern aluminium alloy sheeting, fixed to 
purlins carried on the main roof princi- 
pals. The roof principals of the internal 
spans are carried alternately on the 
columns and at midspan on the crane 
beams. The columns in the external 
walls directly carry the roof principals. 





Roof lighting in traditional patent glaz- 
ing has been incorporated in all spans of 
the main block, the total roof glass being 
30 per cent. of the floor area. 

The walls are of no-fines concrete 12 in. 
thick to a height of 8 ft., cast in situ 


etween shuttering clamped to. the 
columns. Above this, a belt of glazing 
about 17 ft. high runs continuously 


around the building, interrupted by two 
batteries of coke storage bunkers incor- 
porated in the structure of the high span. 

The structural framing and all walling 
elements, with the exception of the no- 
fines mass walling below window-cill 
level, are of precast reinforced concrete 
produced at the contractors’ precast con- 
crete works. To facilitate transport to 
the site, the roof frames are of the three- 
pinned arch type, each half-arch being 
precast as a single L-shaped member, 
with vertical section and rafter arm slop- 
ing up at 224 degrees and abutting the 
adjacent half-arch member at the ridge. 
Here the ends of the two arch members 
are housed in a _ cup-shaped bearing 
formed in a special key-stone unit which 


The foundry in course of construction. 
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transmits the arch thrust, while permit, 
a certain elastic rotational movemen, * 


The vertical legs of the arch Membe, 
are housed in channels formed jp . 
upper part of the columns, and thes 
rounded ends are simply supported , 
half-round bearings immediately aboi 
the level of the crane beams: they impos 
an oblique thrust upon the coiumns ; 
the point of support. Although 
structural frame consists of precast men, 
bers throughout, there are no scare 
and bolted joints, steel gusset plates, » 
other forms of connections not justifiable 
in reinforced concrete construction, | 
member imposes a direct thrust upon the’ 
adjacent member or is made Continuoy | 
with it by bars bonded in jin sity concrete | 

All the building processes were high) 
mechanised and at no time were mon 
than 60 men employed on the site—moy 
of the erection work being carried oy 
by 10 men working with two cranes, — 


CAR PARKING IN THE 
CITY 


Multi-Storey Garage Proposal 





NHE Court of Common Council of th: 
City of London, meeting on October 
under the presidency of the Lord Mayo; 
instructed the Special Committee to prepar 
proposals for dealing with the problem 
car parking in the City, including the pro. 
vision of multi-storey garages. 

Mr. RODWAY STEPHENS, submitting th 
motion, said that the Improvements ani 
Town Planning Committee had made gre 
efforts to grapple with the problem by in 
sisting that all new buildings must mak 
provision for cars according to floor space 
and by a scheme for providing garage spax 
under the new highway known as Route || 
The Streets Committee had provided surface 
car parks of 2,000 cars. Some 7,500 car 
were parked daily on the City streets. Of 
street car parks were temporary, being on 
bombed sites which would be built upon. 

He suggested that the solution was th: 
erection by the Corporation of multi-store 
car parks, the sites of which snould be 
secured now before the City became com 
pletely built up. There should be a site in 
the south of the City so that cars comin 
over the bridges could be trapped before the 
entered its heart. 

Mr. G. ALISON-BEER Said that such garages 
would cost £1,200 for each car space, exclud 
ing the cost of the land. Provision for 1,00 
cars would therefore cost £1,200,000. He 
suggested that the solution of the problem 
was with the magistrates. If fines of fll 
instead of 10s. were imposed there would 
be fewer cars parked on the roads. 

Mr. F. A. Horner urged the Court t0 
remember that we were possibly within sigh! 
of ‘the helicopter displacing the car; an¢ 
CapTAIN A. INSTONE urged the covering 0! 
the railway openings for the creation of car 
parks. 

In reply to a question Mr. JoHN Batty 
chairman of the Improvements and Town 
Planning Committee, said that they were 
giving fresh consideration to the questi 
of providing more residential accommoda 
tion in the City. 
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LAW REPORTS 


Damages Awarded Against Surveyor 
for Negligent Inspection of House 
QuEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
perorRE MR. JUSTICE PEARCE 
Denny v. Budgen 

[s the Queen’s Bench Division on October 

1, £174 19s. 3d, damages, with costs, 
were awarded by Mr. Justice Pearce against 
q chartered surveyor whose report to a client 
failed to disclose the presence of woodworm 
in a house she contemplated buying. 

Mrs. Cecily Denny, of Ruthin-road, Black- 
heath, sued Mr. William H. Budgen, of 
Southampton-row, W, alleging negligence 
and breach of duty in the inspection of her 
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nouse in Ruthin-road. Mr. Budgen denied 
the allegation. 

Mr. J. C. Leonard and Mr. Rowland 
Brown (instructed by Messrs. Cripps, Harries, 
Hall and Co.) appeared for the plaintiff; Mr. 
John Parrett (instructed by Messrs Moon, 
Gilks and Moon) was for the defendant. 

The plaintiff's case was that Mr. Budgen 
submitted a report to her saying that the 
house was in a fair state of structural repair. 
He had observed no dry rot in the timbers 
and joinery he had been able to inspect, but 
the floor over most of the house was covered 
by linoleum, thus precluding examination. 
After plaintiff bought the house it was found 
that the floors were extensively affected by 
woodworm and needed repair. 

The defence contended that the inspection 
was carried out with reasonable skill and 
diligence and that if woodworm were present 
it could not have been detected at the time. 

Giving judgment, Mr. JUSTICE PEARCE said 
that there was ample evidence of woodworm 
visible on a reasonably careful examination. 


It was said that the defendant was pro- 
tected by the fact that he said in his report 
that the floors were covered for the most 
part by linoleum, thus precluding examina- 
tion. That indicated, however, that some ex- 
amination of the floors was possible and 
Mrs. Denny was entitled to believe there had 
been a careful examination of the visible 
parts. It turned out thai the floors had not 
been carefully examined. 

A further statement in the report that the 
defendant had observed no dry rot in such 
timbers or joinery he was able to examine 
was a negligent observation since he should 
clearly have seen dry rot. 


Distinction between “ Improvements ”’ 
and “ Repairs”” under Rent Act 
Court OF APPEAL 


BEFORE Lorps JUSTICES DENNING, HoDSON 
AND Morris 


(Morcom) Grey Coat Hospital Governors v. 
Campbell Johnson and others 
[THE question whether work on drainage 
and cold-water systems at a block of 
flats in Westminster constituted improve- 
ments which entitled the landlords to 
increase the rents of the tenants under 
Section 2 (1a) of the Rent Restrictions Act, 
1920. was before the Court of Appeal on 
October 6. 


Holding that the work did not qualify 
as improvements, the court allowed, with 
costs, appeals by four tenants against a 
declaration given by Judge Dale, at West- 


THE BUILDER 


minster County Court, in favour of the 
governors of Grey Coat Hospital, landlords 
of a block of flats at Grey Coat-gardens, 
Westminster. Judgment was entered for the 
tenants. 

The tenants appealing were Mr. Alan 
Campbell-Johnson, Flat No. 3; Mr. Eric 
Wynne Hickie, No. 8; Mr. Harry Serjeant 
Ingle, No. 24; and Mrs. Norah Brooke. 
No. 44. 

Judge Dale had held that the works 
carried out by the landlords were improve~ 
ments within the meaning of the Act and 
that the landlords were entitled to claim 
eight per cent. of the cost by way of 
increases in the rents. 

Mr. R. E. MeGarRY, for the tenants, said 
there were 48 flats on six floors in the block. 
The landlords in 1952-53 spent £25,000 on 
work at the premises and claimed that 
approximately £10,000 was spent on im- 
provements under Section 2 of the 1920 Act. 

He submitted they were repairs and not 
improvements. 

Mr. Megarry said that under the Landlord 
and Tenant Act, 1954, the landlords had a 
right to increase the rents in respect of 
repairs, but if this £10,000 work was in- 
cluded in the rest of the repairs it would 
not add to the sum to which the landlords 
were entitled. He did not concede that this 
was necessary work. 

The 1920 Act, he said, referred to im- 
provements or structural alterations “ to the 
dwelling,” which meant to the individual 
flat. The work in this case was done gener- 
ally to a block of flats. If it was not done 
to the flat itself, he submitted, it did not 
qualify under Section 2. From the tenants’ 
point of view the work brought no improve- 
ment to the flats themselves. 

Mr. H. HEATHCOTE-WILLIAMS, QC, for 
the landlords (a charity organisation), said 
that it might be necessary to create an im- 
provement to carry out repairs to make a 
dwelling tenable. The benefit in housing 
was to improve the standard of housing 
accommodation. He submitted that im- 
provements in this case were a definite 
advantage to the tenants. 

Some tenants, he said, did not want their 
housing standard improved. Were the land- 
lords prohibited from making a charge for 
an improvement because the tenant said 
he did not want it? 

In this case the landlords substituted a 
modern and economical sanitary and water 
system which was more healthy for the 
tenants. 

There was overwhelming evidence that it 
was for the benefit of the tenants. 


JUDGMENT 

Giving judgment, Lorp JUsTIcE DENNING 
said the landlords had spent £25,000 on 
work at the premises and had qualified to 
increase the rents under the 1954 Act on 
account of repairs. The question was 
whether they could charge further increases 
on the grounds that they had made 
improvements. 

The work claimed to be improvements 
concerned the drainage system (costing 
£5,200), the cold-water system (£4,600) and 
the lowering of an area adjoining the block 
(£690). 

His lordship said that if the work done 
had provided something new for the benefit 
of the occupiers of the flats it would have 
been an improvement, but if it was done 
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for the replacement of something already 
existing, improving it by the replacement 
of a modern equivalent, that would come 
within the category of repairs and not 
improvements. 

In the case of the drainage system he 
thought the system now at the flats was 
the same as that which existed before. All 
that had happened was that, instead of 
having two pipes to take away water and 
refuse, there was only one. 

The water system was the same, though 
instead of having a storage tank in each 
flat the landlords had substituted a bulk 
tank at the top of the block. This was 
simply the replacement of something that 
existed before by a more suitable modern 
substitute. In each case it was a cheaper 
way of doing the work. 

They both came within the category of 
repairs, he said, not that of improvements. 
So far as the water tanks were concerned, 
the position in the flats from the practical 
point of view was not different from what 
it was before. There was no provision of 
anything new for the tenants’ benefit. 

The lowering of the area adjoining the 
block was a more difficult question. When 
originally laid it was an inch or two above 
the water course and might have caused 
damp walls. It was lowered to avoid this. 
It had been submitted for the tenants that 
an improvement under the Act had to be 
done on the site of the dwelling itself. 

His lordship said that while there were 
some kinds of work that could be done 
outside the flats and provide benefit which 
would qualify the landlords to claim an 
appropriate increase, he did not think it 
was open to the court to solve a question 
of that kind. 

In this case it was difficult to say the 
expenditure on the lowering of the area 
was an improvement to any of the flats. 
He did not think that on the evidence it 
qualified as an improvement. He thought 
the appeal should be allowed. 

Lords Justices Hodson 
agreed. 


and Morris 


LAND FOR HOUSEBUILDING 


Rival Claims of Council and Private 
Building 


OBJECTION was raised at a meeting of the 
Halesowen Town Council on October 5 to 
a proposal that 60 per cent. of the land on 
a housing site should be used for council 
houses and 40 per cent. for private building. 
The Deputy Mayor, CounciLtor G. A. 
SOUTHALL, proposed an amendment that the 
whole of the site should be reserved for 
municipal houses. 

He said that in 1953 it was stressed that 
land in the borough was rapidly being taken 
for private enterprise houses. On one 
occasion, it was stated that out of 700 houses 
built privately, only 80 had been occupied 
by people from inside the borough. They 
had 2,600 names on the council’s waiting 
list. Between January, 1953, and July of 
this year only 296 council houses were built 
—compared with 922 by private enterprise. 
The council proposed embarking on a slum- 
clearance scheme, and the whole of the site’s 
60 acres would be needed. 

The amendment was defeated, the coun- 
cil deciding that private builders should 
share the site. 
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“ Labour Only” 
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Subcontracting 


THE UNIONS’ VIEWPOINT 


From a Labour Correspondent 


MONG the customary spate of de- 

manding resolutions at this year’s 
annual conferences of the Building 
Unions were those dealing with labour- 
only subcontracting, and the debates on 
this subject occasioned more heat than 
any other. 

Mr. Harry Weaver, speaking from his 
Presidential chair at the Yarmouth con- 
ference of the AUBTW, was extremely 
frank. He said that there was something 
morally wrong when representatives of 
great firms sat round the table with trade 
union leaders to administrate the working 
conditions of the industry, and at the 
same time were sub-letting work to 
labour-only people knowing that the 
agreement would be ignored by them. 
“They subcontract their work and they 
subcontract their consciences,” he said. 

These are strong words, but Mr. 
Weaver was giving voice to a deep feeling 
of disquiet which is troubling the minds 
of. trade unionists. Labour-only is, of 
course,:no new phenomenon to building. 
In one form or another it has been with 
us throughout history; indeed, many suc- 
cessful contractors have risen by starting 
as labour-only subcontractors. And if 
we are to be technical about it, there are 
a number of contracts being carried out 
by firms of national standing where the 
materials are being provided by the client 
authority. 

PIECE-WORK 


But the traditional term used by build- 
ing men to describe small-scale labour- 
only is “ piece-work.” And although the 
origin of this term lies with the cotton 
industry (each operative being paid by the 
“ piece” or length of cloth) its connota- 
tion in building is well enough under- 
stood. It means that an operative has 
been given a price for the completion of 
so much work and he, in turn, employs 
other operatives to carry out the task, 
the materials being supplied by the main 
contractor. He may or may not actually 
work himself—that depends on the size 
of the contract—but he does become an 
employer in its legal sense. He is there- 
fore responsible for the statutory require- 
ments of all employers of labour: 
stamping of National Insurance cards, 
PAYE Income Tax, HWP, employers’ 
liability for industrial injuries, and so on. 

Usually he is a man without any fixed 
place of business, no yard or office, and 
also is generally without financial re- 
sources, having to depend on the main 
contractor to advance him sums of 
money necessary to pay the wages of his 
men—and, indeed, his own. 

There is no gainsaying that the system 
offers economies to main contractors— 
more especially on the less complicated 
type of job—and this accounts for its 
attraction. It is argued, for instance, 
that supervisory overheads can be cut 
considerably ; a labour-only subcon- 
tractor has the best of all reasons for 
exercising personal, close and diligent 
overseeing of the work and his men, and 
the disadvantages inherent in remote con- 


trol from the central office of a large firm 
can be mitigated. To this extent there 
is a return to the traditional réle of the 
builder as essentialiy a site man as op- 
posed to the “desk and _ telephone” 
executive. Moreover, labour-only vouch- 
safes to the main contractor hard and fast 
pre-costing; he knows before the job 
starts how much the labour content is 
going to be, or at least that portion of 
the work which can be conveniently sub- 
let. In the case of brickwork this as- 
sumes greater importance because of the 
higher risk of this craft in the matter of 
time lost through inclement weather. 


THE OPERATIVE’S MOTIVES 


The motives of the operative who ac- 
cepts labour-only contracts are quite 
simple: he aims to accumulate sufficient 
capital to become, himself, a small-scale 
building contractor. The men whom he 
employs co-operate because of the higher 
rates offered and because of the increased 
independence and freedom which arises 
from working with a team which is a 
self-contained unit. There is only one boss 
and he is probably known by his Chris- 
tian name. This last factor is psycholo- 
gical but it is often underestimated and 
it probably accounts for the fact that so 
many of the ablest of craftsmen gravitate 
towards labour-only. 

However, the trade unions have al- 
ways looked askance at this type of em- 
ployment because they regard it as essen- 
tially irresponsible. The labour-only 
Operator has far less need of an 
established contractor to guard his good 
name. If he under-prices and fails, he 
suffers little of the economic punishment 
which follows the normal business 
casualty: there is no case on record of 
bankruptcy proceedings against such 
operators. 

But in trade union offices there are 
records of hundreds of cases where 
labour-only subcontractors have de- 
camped, owing wages to the operatives 
they have employed. There are even 
more where HWP and National Insur- 
ance cards have not been stamped and it 
is these experiences which harden 
opinion, This year the AUBTW went 
so far as to issue a special notice to each 
of its members which in effect warns that 
the defence resources of the union will 
no longer be at the disposal of those 
members who accept employment of this 
kind. 

Another important factor is the inevit- 
able concomitant of scant attention to 
welfare and safety. There are more than 
a few maimed men today who are 
incapacitated and without compensation 
because no employers’ liability insurance 
policy had been taken out by the piece- 
work master who employed them. When 
this happens the solicitor acting for a 
trade union can only solemnly shake his 
head at the futility of further proceed- 
ings. 

A HIGH-COURT DECISION 

What really put the unions on their 
guard against the hazards their members 
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were incurring was a High Court decision 
some two or three years ago which 
virtually rejected the validity of the “ thi 
wages clause ” contained in all Govern. 
ment and local government Contracts 
Until then the unions had understogj 
that the main contractor could be held 
liable and responsible in industrial] injury 
and wages claims where their Sub-con. 
tractors defaulted. The judgment erase 
this misconception, it being held that the 
clause had no statutory standing and was 
in effect, merely a pious House of Com, 
mons resolution. The case in point was 
where a labour-only sub-contractor had 
decamped, owing wages to a number of 
operatives. Sir Richard Coppock, General 
Secretary of the NFBTO, commentej 
wryly at the time that his organisation 
had been surprised to find itself opposed | 
by the defence funds of the Employers | 
Federation! 

Be that as it may, there is little douby | 
that labour-only has been on the increase 
in recent years, and lately several muta- 
tions of the species have appeared which 
add variety and interest to its study, 

There is, for instance, the emergence 
of the piece-work team who bid for work 
at measured prices and merely accept one 
of their number as a leader, not as an 
employer, his share of the earnings being 
strictly related to the whole and in pro. 
portion to his work and supervisory con- 
tributions. The main contractor in this 
case usually accepts employers’ liabilities 
and each man is included on his wages 
sheets. 

This variation removes the classical 
objections of financial instabilities and 
industrial injury exposure, but the unions 
point out that the control of the job must 
to some extent be surrendered by the 
legal employer, and such matters as hours 
of work, overtime rates and the guaran- 
teed week are necessarily ignored. 

“A FUNDAMENTAL CHALLENGE" 

To many employers and operatives 
there is little discernible difference 
between incentive bonus and_ straight 
piece-work. The trade unions, however, 
perceive in piece-work a _ fundamental 
challenge to the authority of the indus- 
try’s joint machinery; they argue that if 
piece-work were allowed to become the 
norm, the working rule agreement would 
be relegated to the position of a historical 
document and of merely academic 
interest. Doubtless this view is shared by 
many contractors who themselves indulge 
in sub-contracting some of their work in 
this way. Their problem, however, 1s 
how to recruit sufficient craftsmen to man 
a job which is unattractive by reason 0! | 
its situation and repetitiveness. In an) 
era of chronic labour shortage they feel | 
bound to overcome such a problem by | 
any means they can; the job is the F 
primary responsibility, and “ needs must F 
when the devil drives.” ; 

Nevertheless, the disquiet of the} 
unions commands a measure of suppor! © 
from most firms who have some feelings] 
of responsibility and loyalty to the} 
industry per Se. 

Unfortunately, this sympathy is moral | 
rather than practical, and it seems thal 
the initiative must rest with the unions. 

Employers’ organisations have les 
reason for alarm if the question 
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looked at from the narrow angle of self- 
preservation. Their existence, even 
their membership level, is not menaced 
by labour-only, whereas to the unions 
the danger is very real. The basic raison 
détre of a trade union Is to bargain for 
wages and conditions on behalf of its 
members—collectively to sell labour 
ower at the highest price the industry 
can sustain. Labour-only breaks down 
this collective bargaining concept to site 
level and removes at one stroke the 
authority and control over the wage 
packet which the unions have tradition- 
aily exercised. ; 

in previous historical periods of exten- 
sive labour-only the unions could rely on 
their friendly benefits (sickness, super- 
annuation and funeral) to maintain a 
measure of cohesion. With the advent of 
the Welfare State this factor has lost its 
compulsion and there is a_ withering 
away of the function which was, until 
recently, of human importance to the 
ordinary member. The unions are there- 
fore not apprehensive without sound 
reasons and they regard unbridled 
labour-only as having the potential to 
undermine their structure and to diminish 
their stature to that of a membership 
confined to the better class of contract 
and the maintenance and repair sector. 

It is accordingly quite probable that 
they will feel constrained at some stage 
to count their battalions and to take an 
inventory of their arms stores. The 
central question is how far the seduction 
of their members has actually gone, and 
it is obvious that an assessment of the 
extent of the damage will have to be 
undertaken. 

It might be said that the foregoing, 
whilst quite true, is an overstatement, and 
that the unions are unnecessarily touchy 
on what can only be a matter affecting 
the perimeter. If the fiscal action now 
being taken by the Government seriously 
affects speculative housing, the problem 
might well recede, yet the fact remains 
that the organisations of the operatives 
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have become alarmed. 

But viewed in perspective, the question 
is perhaps of even deeper significance. 
The National Apprenticeship Scheme is 
clearly inoperable under labour-only 
sub-contracting, and it is an interesting 
question as to how far the paucity of 
apprentices—especially in the Southern 
half of the country—is due to this cause. 

Contractors who embrace labour-only 
as an exclusive or even extensive method 
of recruitment are therefore parasitical in 
a labour market which already shows 
signs of shrinkage in some skilled trades. 
By meeting the immediate problem in 
this way they are worsening the long- 
term issue and rendering more serious 
the deleterious effects on the entire 
industry of a declining labour force. 

Perhaps it may be possible for all sides 
of the industry—professions, employers 
and unions—to collaborate on a con- 
structive approach to the common 
danger. What is necessary is mutual 
recognition of sectional fears and difficul- 
ties and a genuine attempt to rectify the 
failure of the 1951 formula which, at the 
time, was thought by many to offer a 
solution. And doubtless a goodwill 
gesture from the Employers’ Federation 
would go far at this stage to allay the 
suspicions of the unions. 


IES AWARDS 


THE IES Council has announced the 
following awards in connection with papers 
presented to the Society for the past year :— 

Leon Gaster Memorial Premium.—To Dr. 
W. E. Harper and Mr. A. G. Palmer for their 
paper entitled “ Lighting of Hazardous and 
Corrosive Locations in Industrial Plants.” Dr. 
Harper is with the plastics division, Imperial 
Chemical Industries, Ltd., and Mr. Palmer 
is with the North Thames Gas Board. 

Silver Jubilee Commemoration Award.— 
To Mr. K. R. Ackerman for his contribu- 
tions to lighting design and brightness pat- 
terns. He was formerly with the British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and is now 
with the BBC. 
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HISTORIC BUILDINGS | 
GRANTS 


Seventh List of Recommendations 


DU RING the past three months, 24 grants 

for the preservation of historic build- 
ings have been offered and accepted. The 
grants, totalling about £58,000, have been 
offered by the Minister of Works acting on 
recommendations by the Historic Buildings 
Councils for England, for Scotland and for 
Wales. The 24 buildings are as follows :— 


ENGLAND 

Hall, Burton Agnes, Yorks; Lake 
Dam, Scampston, Yorks; Stanford Hall, Leicester- 
shire; Doddington Hall, Lincoln (third grant); 
Oxburgh Hall, King’s Lynn, Norfolk; Coughton 
Court, nr. Alcester, Warwicks: Alcester Town Hall. 
Warwicks; Astley Castle, Nuneaton, Warwicks; 
Charlton Park, Bishopsbourne, Kent; Minster Abbey, 
Ramsgate, Kent; Holland House, Kensington, Lon- 
don; 6, Albany-terrace, St. Pancras, London: 
Clandon Park, nr. Guildford, Surrey; Milton Manor 
House, Milton, Berks; Da shwood Mausoleum, West 
Wycombe, Bucks; Sir Warwick Hele’s Almshouses, 
Wembury, Devon. 


Burton Agnes 


SCOTLAND ; 
Ardblair Castle, Blairgowrie, Perthshire; Pitfour 
Castle, Glencarse, Perthshire; Linhouse, Midcalder. 


Midlothian; Duntroon Castle, Argyll; Pitcaple Castle. 


Aberdeenshire; The Steeple, Kilbarchan, Renfrew- 
shire. 
WALES 
Gelli Fawr, Lloc, Flints; Fonmon Castle, Barry. 


Glam. 
The grants are made under Part I of the 


Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments 
Act, 1953, towards the cost of the repair or 
maintenance of buildings, their contents and 
adjoining lands, which are considered to be 
of outstanding historic or architectural in- 
erest. Conditions attached to the grants 
include the provision of reasonable oppor- 
tunities for public viewing. 

The total number of buildings assisted 
under the Historic Buildings and Ancient 
Monuments Act since’ the first announce- 
ment on March 25, 1954, is now 187 and the 
total value of grants made is £538,000. 

Some 980 applications for aid have so 
far been received by the three Historic Build- 
ings Councils, of which about 520 have so 
far been rejected. 

In the financial year ending March 31. 
1956, there is a provision of £350,000 for 
grants under the Act. 
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OVERCOMING SITE PROBLEMS 
Scaffolding in Support of an Arched Roof 


adjustable “* feet.” 


+*« News of interesting means of overcoming unusual problems is welcome.—EpD 


6 fia construction of the arched teak roof of a building being 
erected in Rangoon, Burma, to the design of Messrs. Raglan 
Squire and Partners raised problems of its support during erection. 
The roof weighs 150 tons. ¢ 
and provision had to be made for the withdrawal of sections of scaffold- 
ing from beneath the completed roof for the fixing of permanent 
supports whilst still maintaining full control. 
covering an area of approximately 14,000 sq. ft. was therefore 
erected by Quadrac, Ltd., on a site adjacent to their premises at 
Tipton for inspection by the architect and the contractor (Messrs. Taylor 
Woodrow, Ltd.) before being dismantled and shipped. The photo- 
graph shows the scaffolding in course of erection with a number of 
swivel arms and temporary ribs in position. 
laminated teak roof would be screwed to the plates, visible on the 
ribs, from beneath. On completion of the roof the screws would be 
withdrawn, the swivel arms dropped and the plates, ribs and supporting 
verticals lifted right out to make way for the permanent supports 
where required. Unevenness in site would be counteracted by use of 


The condition of the site was uncertain, 


Complete scaffolding 


The first skin of the 
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BRICK 


HANDLING 
BRICK fork attachment being marketed 


= by Conveyancer Ford Trucks, Ltd., 
Liverpool-road, Warrington, Lancs, is 
claimed to practically eliminate labour costs 
in the manhandling of bricks, it being neces- 
sary only to prepare the bricks in unit loads 
to facilitate pick-up by the attachment. The 
forks are slipped between the brick headers 
which form a dunnage for the unit load, 
and as soon as they are lifted sufficiently 
to contact the bottom layer of the load, the 
load’s weight actuates a mechanical gripping 
mechanism. This consists of a series of 
grippers running along each side of the 
forks or tines, and is attached to a torque 
rod. Springs keep the gripper pads closed 
when the forks are withdrawn. The range 
gives brick load handling capacities of up 
to approximately 5,000 lb., and for speedier 
handling the attachment should be fitted 
to a side-shift carriage so that a final lateral 
placing of the forks is available before entry 
between the brick headers. 


MECHANISED CLEANING 

A mechanised system of cleaning timber 
shuttering has been developed by the 
Boythorpe Engineering Co., Staxton, Scar- 
borough. It is understood that one un- 
skilled man can operate the machine, known 
as the “ Rotanet,” without assistance, and 
can handle 400 linear feet of shuttering per 
hour. A _ plank is passed through the 
machine, both sides being cleaned by rotary 
percussion hammers in the one passage 
without harm to the wood. Should the 
edges require cleaning, the plank is passed 
through a horizontal opening. Forgotten 
nails are incapable of damaging the machine, 
as these are pressed into the wood during 
the operation, and planks of from ? in. 
to 3 in. thickness and up to 9 in. width can 
be cleaned by the unit, which is light and 
easily transportable. Driving-power can be 
supplied by any engine or motor specified 
by the customer, and the London agents for 





this machine are E. R. Cole, Ltd., Coombe- 
road, Neasden-lane, NW10. 


EXCAVATOR DEMONSTRATION 


A demonstration of the “ Staffa-Bruneri ” 
mobile excavator was held recently on an 
Enfield building site by the manufacturers, 
Chamberlain Industries, Ltd., Staffa-road, 
Leyton, E10. Lorry-mounted and _ tractor- 
mounted versions of the excavator were used, 
and a trench about 10 ft. long by by 6 ft. 
deep and 28 in. wide was dug and 5 cu. yds. 
of material excavated in 12 minutes. The 
implement used was a reversible 3 yd. 
bucket. A 5 cu. yd. lorry was loaded with 
sand in six minutes, using a 14 cu. ft. grab. 
which was also demonstrated actually 
digging material. 


HEATING DISPLAY 


The stand of Federated Foundries, Ltd., 
75, Hawthorn-street, Glasgow, NW, at the 
Fuel Efficiency Exhibition, open until Octo- 
ber 22 at City Hall, Manchester, covers both 
the domestic and industrial use of solid fuel 
and oil. A range of ‘“ Sofono” products, 
including fires, convector fires, cookers and 
stoves, is on view, together with the 
“Summit” fire, jointly manufactured by 
Grange-Camelon Iron Co., Ltd., and the 
Warrington Light Castings Co., Ltd. This 
looks like an ordinary sunk-hearth fire, but 
can convert the smoke from the fire into 
flame, thereby giving extra heat into the 
room. 


FUSED CONNECTOR-BOX 


A fused connector-box, designed to enable 
clocks and similar fixed appliances to be 
looped from a ring circuit, has been placed 
on the market by M.K. Electric, Ltd., Wake- 
field-street, N18. The terminals accommo- 
date 7/.029 in. cable, and there is provision 
for earthing. A l-amp. cartridge fuse link 
is housed in the removable carrier, which 
is fitted with a flex-grip. The 2}-in. fixing 
centres enable the accessory to be mounted 


AN ILLUMINATED bathroom 
cabinet containing two 14 ft. 15 W 
** Osram” fluorescent tubes has been 
placed on the market by the General 
Electric Co., Ltd., Magnet House, 
Kingsway, WC2. The unit provides 
illumination for the inside of the 
cabinet as well as for shaving, and in 
small bathrooms is claimed to be 
adequate for general purpose lighting. 
The cabinet is made of wood with high- 
gloss white enamel finish, and pro- 
vides ample shelf space for toilet 
requisites. Switch start control for 
the two fluorescent tubes is housed in 
the upper compartment, and _ the 
** Perspex’”’ diffusing cover is made 
as one unit which slides into position 
over the cabinet. 
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THIS DECORATIVE PANELLING has been 
installed in Speoner and Co., Ltd.’s ney 
premises at Royal-parade, Plymouth, and is 
known as “ Morriscue.” Manufactured by 
Morris, of Glasgow, the decorative motif is 
created by hydraulic pressure, similar panelling 
having been used in the new liner “ Saxonia.” | 
It is available in a variety of patterns as well \ 
as in various decorative woods, and may be 
used for bending around columns. 





in standard boxes to BS 1363, and, if re- 
quired, the extremely shallow back projec- 
tion will fit into a plaster-depth box to 
avoid the need for chasing brickwork. 


TRADE NEWS 


LAMINATED PLASTIC 


To meet the demands of architects and 
interior decorators, Thomas De La Rue and 
Co. have extended their range of Formica 
laminated plastic to include five plain 
colours. 


AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM 


Post-war developments in air-conditioning 
in the USA were described in a lecture given 
by Mr. John K. M. Pryke, a New York | 
consulting engineer, to the Institution of 
Heating and Ventilating Engineers, and re- 
ported in The Builder of August 26 last. In 
the course of his remarks Mr. Pryke referred 
to a perimeter system of air-conditioning 
which has been in use in America for the 
past eight years. The Carrier Engineering 
Company, of 24, Buckingham Gate, London, 
SWI, now inform us that they hold 
the British patent for this system which is 
available in Great Britain. It has particular 
application to the larger multi-storeyed 
building. 





GLASGOW STOCKS 


The firm of S. O. Bowker, Ltd., have an- 
nounced that comprehensive stocks of 
“Tenby ” accessories are now held at the 
premises of their Scottish representative, 
Mr. A. Roy Duff, 73, Robertson-street, Glas- 
gow. (Tel.: Glasgow Central 6962). 


BRITISH EFFICIENCY 


An urgent order for the supply of seven 
3KVA generating sets for Barbados hurt 
cane relief has been successfully met by the 
Dale Electric (Export), Ltd. Placed by the 
Crown Agents on the morning of September : 
26. it involved the shipping of the units on 
a specially chartered steamer sailing from 
London at noon on September 28. Part of 
the material was in stock, but the engine | 
power units had to be collected from a sub- 
contractor in the Midlands. These arrived 
at the factory during the night of September 
26, and after continuous work the generato! 
sets were completed at midnight on Sep- 
tember 27, 36 hours later. 
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THE “FALCON” PORTABLE WINCH 
—q new product of J. Clubley Armstrong 
and Co. Ltd., Abford House, Wilton-road, 
Westminster, SW1—is designed for heavy- 
duty hauling, pulling and lifting on site. 
Easily portable by one man, it can be 
used to replace a number of static hoists. 
Attached by a chain to some static point 
such as a tree or ground anchor, it can 
provide a deadweight lift of over 15 cwts. 
with the line over a single pulley when fitted 
with the “Fury” engine. With the 
“Whipper ” engine, deadweight lifts of over 
9 ewts. can be made. 


FUTURE OF STUD WELDING 


At the invitation of the Stud Welding 
organisation of Crompton Parkinson, Ltd., 
leading stud welding interests of 15 overseas 
countries sent representatives to London 
recently to review development and research 
experience gained since the previous meeting 
in Paris in September, 1953. Among the 
conclusions reached by the conference was 
that while stud welding originally had been 
regarded simply as a more economical and 
faster alternative to conventional drilling 
and tapping, more recently it had begun to 
find new fields of applications, particularly 
in steel and reinforced structures. Stud 
welding, in fact, is now becoming an aid 
to the engineering designer in the solution 
of his problems, as distinct from an alter- 
native workshop method 


GLASS CLADDING MATERIAL 


Pilkington Bros, Ltd., glass manufacturers, 
St. Helens, Lancs. (London office: Selwyn 
House, Cleveland-row, SW1), have introduced 
a specially designed glass product called 
“Muroglass,” as a result of the growing 
demand by architects and building construc- 
tors for a permanent coloured cladding 
material for use in contemporary building. 
“Muroglass ” has been primarily developed 
for the exterior cladding of the modern type 
of steel-framed building having continuous 
or semi-continuous horizontal fenestration, 
and requiring a material to fill the inter- 
vening spaces which shall be permanent, 
bright, clean and coloured. The general 
characteristics claimed for this product are: 
Its surface cannot be harmed by the atmo- 
sphere, it is easy to install and it has a self- 
cleaning surface which is lightly textured to 
prevent hard reflections. It is also claimed 
that it makes possible the application of 
permanent colour to modern building 
elevations, needing neither maintenance nor 
renewal. 

The new glass is available in six different 
colours at present—red, green, light blue, 
dark blue, grey and yellow—but this range 
will soon be extended to include light green 
and pink. Standard sizes for the glass are 
24 in. and 48 in. wide by lengths up to 
100 in. “Muroglass” is made with and 


Without wire mesh embedded. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Architectural Effect of Proposed 
Garage Block: Scheme Approved by 
Minister 
¢ UESTIONS relating to “ street architec- 

ture” and architectural treatment 

generally arose at a recent public inquiry 
into an appeal by Northern Heights Estates, 
Limited, against the refusal of the London 
County Council to permit the erection of a 
two-storey house and a block of three gar- 
ages on Plot No. 1, Tasker-road, Hampstead. 

Planning permission had been refused by 
the LCC on the grounds that :— 

(1) A block of three garages fronting 
the road would be detrimental to the 
residential amenities of the area; and 

(2) The proposed direct approach to the 
garages from the road itself would cause 
undue interference with pedestrian traffic 
on this side of Tasker-road. 

The appellants said that their intention, so 
far as Plot No. 1 was concerned, was to 
demolish a large, ugly, existing garage build- 
ing and workshop and to erect in its place 
a row of three single-storey garages of 
modern “ studio-type ” design, together with 
a detached dwelling-house immediately at 
the back of the garages. The proposed gar- 
ages Nos. 2 and 3 would belong to, and be 
used by, the owner-occupiers of the houses 
on Plots 2 and 3, which adjoined Plot 1 and 
to which access had been provided by the 
construction of a service cul-de-sac running 
along the rear of Plot 1. The reason why 
the garages had been planned in this way was 
that owing to the limited width of the land 
it was considered impossible to provide suit- 
able garages for the houses on Plots 2 and 3 
at the rear and adjacent to each of those 
houses. It was not at that time foreseen 
that the LCC would raise any objection in 
view of the fact that an old garage building 
already existed on the site of the proposed 
new garages. 

Mr. K. Valdmanis. a member of the Archi- 
tectural Association, said that on the instruc- 
tions of the appellants he designed a layout 
for the erection of three houses on the 
Tasker-road site, and as the frontage was 
rather narrow he decided to develop in depth 
and to stagger the three houses in order to 
give the occupiers privacy and quietness. 
Access to the houses on Plots 2 and 3 was 
provided by the construction of a private 
roadway, at the rear of Plot 1, which was 
not meant to be used other than for essential 
services, and the living rooms of all the three 
houses were planned to face south and to 
have an open and unobstructed view of the 
back gardens. The house on Plot 2 had 
been completed and the one on Plot 3 was 
now under construction. He then submitted 
a scheme to the LCC for the erection of a 
detached house and one garage on Plot 1 
together with two further garages for the use 
of the occuviers of Plots 2 and 3, the three 
garages to be erected in place of the large 
dilapidated garage building now on the site. 

So far as the house on Plot 1 was con. 
cerned he had given considerable thought to 
the position in which it should be sited, and 
was of the opinion that the position he had 
selected was the best one having regard to 
the natural features of the site and the posi- 
tion of the adjoining gardens and houses. 
The new garages, which had been sited some 
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five to seven feet behind the line of the 
existing old garage building, would be of 
modern design and of “ studio” appearance 
and would take up less room than the large 
derelict building which they were intending 
to replace. The owner of Plot 2 was not 
willing for her garage to be built in front 
of her kitchen window and front entrance, 
as suggested by the LCC, and he agreed 
with her that to do so would not be reason- 
able. 
LCC’s VIEWPOINT 

On behalf of the LCC it was stated that 
the proposal was considered undesirable 
from the point of view of street architecture. 
The site was the focal point of the view from 
the open space on the opposite side of Tas- 
ker-road and the garages would be out of 
scale with the adjoining houses and with the 
house to be built on Plot 1. which would be 
deprived of most of its front garden. It was 
also contended that the width of the cross- 
over between the road and the garages—24 
ft—wouldinterfere with pedestrian traffic and 
that there would be danger to pedestrians 
if cars reversed out of the garages. 

The Council of the Metropolitan Borough 
of Hampstead supported the views expressed 
by the LCC and said that the garages would 
not create a good architectural impression 
when viewed from their flats (Barn Field and 
Wood Field), which flanked the other side 
of Tasker-road. 

In the course of his decision the Minister 
states that whilst he agrees with the LCC that 
it would have been preferable to plan the 
layout in such a way that the garages for 
Plots 2 and 3 were more conveniently sited 
in relation to the houses on those plots, he 
does not think that the arrangement pro- 
posed by the company is likely to cause any 
serious interference with pedestrian traffic. 
Considerable care had clearly been taken to 
design the garages to be in keeping and in 
scale with the house to be built at the rear. 
and in the Minister’s view their erection 
should cause no detriment to the amenities 
of the area. Accordingly, the Minister has de- 
cided to allow the appeal and to grant per- 
mission for the development proposed in the 
company’s application. 


Minister Rejects London Colney 
Housing Scheme 


AT a public inquiry held at St. Albans 
- recently into an appeal by Mr. H. W. 
Porritt against a refusal to grant planning 
permission for the development for residen- 


tial purposes of 124 acres of land at 
“ Cotlandswick,” London Colney, the Plan- 
ning Officer for the Central Planning 


Division of Hertfordshire said that a hous- 
ing society for aircraft workers might have 
got planning permission to build on the land 
—which is within the Green Belt—if the 
owner had sold it to them, but that the pri- 
vate owner of the land would not. Such 
discrimination, he said, was in the interests 
of the nation. The Planning Officer went 
on to say that the planning authority had 
had regard to the fact that no objection had 
been made to the development plan in res- 
pect of the (*green belt) zoning of Cotlands- 
wick and that the only justification for an 
informal approach to the Ministry to seek 
modification of the plan would be if the pro- 
posed housing development were “ specific- 
ally linked to the needs of local industries 
in the Green Belt.” 

The apveal site consists of a large house 
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known as Cotlandswick, a garage block, 
various farm buildings and an area of pas- 
ture or garden land, and is situated to the 
west of the London-St. Albans-road (A6), 
which at this point is known as High-street, 
London Colney. 

The appellant said he was aware that the 
land had been allocated in the County 
Development Plan as part of the Metro- 
politan Green Belt, but had not lodged any 
objection to such allocation. He contended 
that the proposed development was infilling, 
being bounded on three sides by existing 
development, and would in no way detract 
from the amenities of the Green Belt. He 
was also aware of Colney Housing Society’s 
interest in the development of the land 
should planning permission be forthcoming, 
but although he was willing to sell he had 
so far been unable to reach agreement as to 
price. 

The Council’s view was that only if the 
national interest overrode Green Belt con- 
siderations should development of the appeal 
site be permitted. Negotiations had taken 
place with the Colney Housing Society, a 
body set up to provide houses for workers 
at the Handley Page airfield at Radlett, and 
it was thought that if agreement could be 
reached on development by this Society then 
this might be a case in which the national 
interest should prevail. It was pointed out, 
however, that within a radius of four miles 
from the Radlett airfield enough land had 
been allocated in the Development Plan for 
some 400 houses. 

In dismissing the appeal, the Minister 
states that the appeal site is situated at a 
point between St. Albans and London 
Colney where the wedge of open space 
between the two communities is very narrow. 
He attaches great importance to the preser- 
vation of the Green Belt and thinks it would 
be undesirable to allow development at this 
point where it would tend to link up the 
two centres of development. 


Housing Scheme for Hampshire Village 
Rejected 


ECAUSE a proposed housing scheme 
“ would have an injurious effect on the 
character of Main-street and be particularly 
harmful to the Elizabethan Manor House in 
its setting,” the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government has dismissed an appeal 
by Mr. L. J. W. Barker against the refusal 
of the Hants CC to permit the building of 
houses in a proposed cul-de-sac off Main- 
street, Hartford. 

The village of Hartford, says the Minister, 
is one of considerable character and the 
Manor House, as well as several other build- 
ings in the vicinity, is included in the list 
of buildings of architectural or historic 
interest. He considers the proposed develop- 
ment—of 40 semi-detached houses on five 
acres behind the garden of the Manor House, 
and possibly a small detached house on the 
Main-street frontage—undesirable and has 
decided to dismiss the appeal. 


Minister Rejects Nurses Home on 
Hampstead Heath 


PROPOSAL to build a nurses’ home in 

the grounds of The Hill, North End, 
Hampstead Heath, has been rejected by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. 
His decision arose out of an application 
by the Industrial Orthopaedic Society, which 
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governs Manor House Hospital, to build 
a two-storey red brick building on a site 
given to it by Lord Inverforth, the owner of 
The Hill. 

Hampstead Borough Council had pre- 
viously refused to give planning consent, 
saying that the Heath should be safeguarded 
and that a dangerous precedent would be 
set if the application were granted. The 
Heath Protection Society supported the 
Council’s refusal. 

The Minister says he appreciates that the 
site which the Society has acquired is well 
situated, but has come to the conclusion that 
it would be wrong to give permission for the 
erection of the building in the midst of a 
public open space of such great value and 
importance as Hampstead Heath. 


RECENT BRITISH TRADE 
MARKS 


"THE following particulars, which are 

extracts from the Trade Marks 
Journal, are reproduced with the per- 
mission of the Controller of HM 
Stationery Office. The Trade Marks 
Journal can be obtained from the Patent 


Office, annual subscription £5. 

FiLorosaL: 739,959. Chemical substances 
(not. being paints) for hardening or for pre- 
serving surfaces of concrete, cement or stone. 
A. A. Byrd & Co., Ltd., 210, Terminal House, 
Grosvenor-gardens, London, SWI. 

Draix: B740,725. All goods included in 
Class 2 (Paints, etc.) Murray and Jones, Ltd., 
22, Meredith-street, London, E13. 

ROTHERGLOSS: 742,171. Paints, varnishes, 
lacquers ; preservatives against rust and against 
deterioration of wood; and natural resins. 
United Coke & Chemicals Co., Ltd., The 
Grange, Treeton, near Rotherham. 

GoLMET: 743,231. Building materials made 
of common metal. Golmet Doors, Ltd., Vir- 
ginia Park, Caerphilly, Glamorgan. 


GLASFLEX: 740,859. Roofing felt. Felts and 


Dampcourses, Ltd., 288. Pentonville-road, 
London, N1. 

DUPALIN: 741,419. Paints, varnishes, 
lacquers, etc. Dupal, Ltd., Dupal Works, 
Watling-street, Dunstable, Beds. 

Roy.Lux: 741,781 Paints, distempers, 


enamels, varnishes, lacquers and preservatives 
against rust and against deterioration of wood, 
all for sale in the United Kingdom. H. R. 
Paul & Son, Ltd., 122, Bond-street, Barry, Glam. 

KoLFtoor: 742,537. Dyes, dyestuffs and 
colouring matters, all for mixing with cement, 
plaster, concrete and the like pulverulent floor- 
making materials. The C. B. Parsons Co., Ltd., 
48 Lower Church-street, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 

ics. 

DELPHIC: 743,299. Paints, varnishes, enamels, 
distempers and anti-rust substances. Elphick 
(Paints), Ltd., 1, Hepscott-road, London, E9. 

ARBORITE: 738,883. Panels wholly or prin- 
cipally of plastics for use in building construc- 
tion. The Arborite Co., Ltd., 385, Lafleur- 
avenue, LaSalle, Quebec, Canada. 

ACRYLASINK : B741,257. Sinks, sinks combined 
with draining boards and sink units, all being 
goods made wholly or principally of acryllic- 
resin plastics. Peerless Built-in Furniture, Ltd., 
Western-avenue, Perivale, Middlesex. 

Nrivo.ite: 742,195. Composition boards, 
floor boards, wall boards, boards of fibre for 
building, cardboard roofing material, panel 
boards of imitation wood; and timber. N. V 
Noordelijke Industrie Voor Vezelverwerking, 
Knijpslaan, Hoogezand, Holland. 

ArGo: 739,188. Paints, varnishes (other than 
insulating varnish), lacquers, preservatives 
against rust; and coating compositions (in the 
nature of paint) for use in sealing cracked and 
porous building surfaces. Argonaut Varnish 
and Chemical Works, Ltd., orfolk House, 
Laurence Pountney-hill, London, EC4. 

Epitoip: 742,932. Paints, varnishes (other 
than insulating varnish), enamels,. painters’ 
colours, distempers, japans, lacquers, paint and 
varnish driers, wood preservatives, wood stains, 
anti-corrosive anti-fouling compositions and 
anti-corrosive oils. Thornley and Knight, Ltd., 
132, Bordesley Green-road, Birmingham, 9. 
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ArRO: 740,558. Devices of common Metal 
consisting of a nut and bolt for holding a 
cables and pipes. Wix & Royd, Ltd It 
Charing Cross-road, London, WC3, ” 4 

BITUCRETE: 733,381. Cement for builder 
concrete, non-metallic road-making material, 
asphalt, pitch and bitumen. [.B.E. Ltd. 
Dundee-road, Trading Estate, Slough, Bucky” 

VENTROT: 742,022. Bituminous compositig 
(not being paints) for use in building and saa 
making; and damp courses. I[.B.E. Ltd, ( 
above). ei 

ConBEx: 742,954. Chemical preparations for 
addition to cement grout to improve its elas. 
ticity, tensile strength, adhesion and Water 
impermeability. Chemical Building Products 
ie Warple Works, Warple-road, London, 


Hycon: 743,084. Preservative preparation; 
(not being paints) for stonework. Floorlife % 
arc Ltd., 63, Fenchurch-street, London 

EvoKkoTeE (No. 742,774); Evopake (743,046): 
EvotInT (743,047); EvoGLoss (743,048): Evo. 
SATIN (743,049); EVOLUSTRE (743,050) ; Evoyap 


(743,051); Evorto (743,270); ~— Evonaner 
(743,271); Evowatt (743,272); Evomastic 
(743,666); EvopryTE (744,807). Paints, etc. 


Evode, Ltd., Glover-street, Stafford. 
ATAKO: 741,446. Fire-resisting cement 

Wilson’s Cold Storage, Ltd., 21, High-road. 

London, NW1O0. j 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Compensation Payable on the 
Compulsory Acquisition of Land 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has issued a circular (No, 
55/55) to local planning authorities draw- } 
ing attention to the new regulations which 
he has made revoking the Town and Coun- 
try Planning (Local Authorities Land: Ey- 
ceptions to Section 82) Regulations, 1948 
(S.I. 1948 No. 1461). These new regula. 
tions may be cited as the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Authorities’ Land: Excep- 
tions to Section 82) (Revocation) Regulations, 
1955, and come into operation on Octo- 
ber 17. 

The effect of the revocation is that the 
compensation payable on the compulsory 
acquisition of any Jand for the time being 
held by a local authority for the purposes 
of any of their functions will in future be 
assessable on the basis of prevailing use 
value, unless the land is land to which 
Section 83 of the 1947 Act applies or which 
is held for the purposes of a statutory under- 
taking but is not operational land. The new 
regulations are not retrospective and do not, | 
therefore, affect any existing development 
charge liability or claim for loss of develop- 
ment value under Part VI of the 1947 Act. 


BRITISH STANDARD 


Sandlime (Calcium Silicate) Bricks 
(BS 187: 1955) 

Tuts British Standard (price 2s. 6d.) has 
been revised in order to bring it into line 
with current practice and to introduce im- 
provements in the specification resulting | 
from experience gained since the last edi | 
tion was published. 

Bricks dealt with in this Standard are | 
termed “sandlime” or “calcium silicate” | 
bricks because they are made from a mixture 





of silicious sand or crushed silicious rock 


and lime. i 

The note contained in this Standard, on | 
mortars for use with sandlime bricks, has 
been revised. 

Copies of this British Standard may b 
obtained on application to the Sales Branch. ; 
British Standards Institution, British Stam | 
dards House, 2, Park-street, London, WI. 
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THE ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES OF PRESTRESSED 
CONCRETE 


A Paper at the Amsterdam FIP Congress 


MONG the papers presented at the 
A Second Congress of the International 
Federation of Prestressing (FIP), which 
opened at Amsterdam on August 29, 
was one on “ The Economic Advantages 
of Prestressed Concrete,” by Mr. A. W. 
Hill, the text of which we reproduce 
below (the extended bibliography and 
appendix are omitted). Mr. HILL said: 

In reviewing the development of pre- 
stressed concrete construction from the 
reports submitted, it 1s clear that while 
everywhere its use 1S expanding it repre- 
sents, at present, only a comparatively small 
percentage of the total constructional 
programme in each country. In certain 
fields, however, such as bridge decks, 
tanks, precast floors and roofs, it is 
becoming or has become the chief medium, 
though in others its use is still exceptional 
rather than the rule. 

It may be held that this selection is 
natural and is establishing the domain of 
prestressed concrete, but the decision as to 
the material of construction is often based 
solely on a consideration of initial cost, 
and other economic advantages are for- 
gotten or ignored. It seems desirable, 
therefore, to emphasise the durability of 
the material, its low maintenance cost, 
and its resistance to fire, sea water and 
certain corrosive conditions. The utilisa- 
tion of prestressed concrete can be pro- 
gressively extended and engineers can now 
design with confidence knowing that 
contractors have become increasingly pro- 
ficient in the necessary techniques, and that 
the high quality of the materials required 
both in the steel and the concrete are 
readily available. 


FACTORS AFFECTING ECONOMY 


In any structural project the engineer 
or architect must consider how to make the 
best use of the money and materials at his 
disposal, but seldom has a sufficiency of 
either so that compromise and expediency 
are often controlling factors. The project 
must be satisfactory and economical not 
only in initial cost but also throughout its 
life. In search for this he should consider 
in varying degrees: (a) initial cost; () 
maintenance during the life of the structure; 
(c) availability of the materials; (d) speed 
of construction; (e) aesthetic considera- 
tions; (f) safety against uncertain risks; 
(g) special advantages; and (h) conserva- 
tion of natural resources. 

The importance of any particular factor 
will vary with the project in hand, and the 
best medium of construction will depend 
on several factors which are seldom the 
same in any particular field. 

We may consider the position of pre- 
stressed concrete in relation to these 
factors. Examples quoted are generally 
of projects in Great Britain. 

Initial cost. There have been many 
projects where prestressed concrete schemes 
have produced lower first costs than their 
competitors, normally reinforced concrete 
and structural steel but sometimes alu- 
minium. In certain fields such as bridges, 
tanks and pre-tensioned floor units this is 





usually the position. In Great Britain, 
where bridge reconstruction since the war 
has not been extensive, the large majority 
(over 100 decks carrying highways on 
trunk and classified roads) have been in 
prestressed concrete, and no other form 
of construction appears to compete effec- 
tively on initial cost in the small and 
medium span ranges; in tank construction 
the large reduction in concrete and steel 
quantities generally produces a lower first 
cost, while at the same time a crack-free 
structure is ensured. This latter quality 
alone would often justify acceptance 
even if the price were higher. In Kenya * 
prestressed concrete has proved in open 
tender to be more economical than 
reinforced concrete for 6 m. gallon tanks. 
In fact the cost of three such units in 
prestressed concrete was little more than 
the cost of two units in reinforced concrete. 

The survey of American practice by 
Ernst, Brunken and Riveland ? gave the 
following conclusions: 

“If the unit price of prestressed concrete in 
place is less than twice the unit price for con- 
ventional design, a prestressed tank may be 
expected to have a lower first cost than one of 
conventional design, especially in the case of 
above-ground tanks of about 14m. gallon 
capacity. | 

** With ideal excavation and price conditions, 
underground tanks may have a lower first cost 
in capacities greater than 3m. gallons, if 
designed with a relatively deep floor 
imbedment. 

** Substantial savings in material, up to 61 
per cent. in steel and 35 per cent. in concrete, 
may be expected in prestressed above-ground 
tanks. Underground tanks having a capacity 
in excess of about Im. gallons in general 
showed savings, but to a lesser degree.” 

The lowest tender for the prestressed 
gasholder tank at York was £57,825 
compared with £66,742 for a design in 
reinforced concrete. The tank diameter was 
165 ft., depth inside 33 ft. and depth below 
ground level 22 ft. Prestressed concrete 
has recently been successful in a tank 
contract in Birmingham producing a 
saving of 8 per cent. in the cost of the walls. 

In the pre-tensioned field piles, lamp 
columns and precast floor beams can 
compete on first cost with alternative 
means of construction. One British 
manufacturer shows a saving of 15 per 
cent. in the direct cost of prestressed floor 
beams analysed as follows: 


Prestressed Reinforced 


concrete concrete 
Concrete materials... 14 15 
Works labour ... use 20 14 
Mould and plant cost... 14 11 
Steel ae ti a 17 35 
Haulage and fixing 20 25 
85 100 


A further saving is also produced by the 
10 per cent. reduction in dead load. 


In structural frameworks initial cost is 
normally higher than in reinforced con- 
crete or structural steel, and when pre- 
stressed concrete has been adopted it has 
normally been on account of availability 
of materials and particularly to economise 
in steel. 

Maintenance costs over the period of life 
of the structure-——Prestressed concrete 
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possesses many advantages over other 
forms of construction owing to its freedom 
from cracks, the use of high-quality 
materials and the protection afforded to 
the steel. The earliest structures erected 
are now over 20 years old, but the majority 
have been constructed since the war and 
only Father Time can tell the full story 
of their behaviour and durability. Pro- 
perly built reinforced concrete structures 
have successfully withstood the effect of 
time and weather—prestressed concrete 
with its permanent compression should 
give greater durability. 

If we accept the Kjellmann formula as 
quoted by Thomas * 


I1+2R x C =a minimum 
as a criterion of total economy where 
I = initial cost of the structure, 


R = the risk of a certain eventuality 

occurring, and 

C = the cost of repairs or maintenance 

or even reconstruction involved 
in the particular eventuality occur- 
ring, 
prestressed concrete would be even more 
competitive than its alternatives in many 
cases. 

In the decision to use prestressed ‘con- 
crete for the transit shed at London Docks 
described by Ordman and Greeves,‘ the 
main factor affecting the choice was the 
saving in steel and the availability of pre- 
stressing cables. But the authors con- 
tinue: 

** An important consideration was that 

a concrete structure would reduce 

maintenance painting. It will be readily 

appreciated that a substantial part of a 

dock authority’s annual maintenance 

expenditure is accounted for by painting, 
but less often realised is the additional 
hidden cost arising from the dislocation 
of normal working that painting causes. 
A reduction in, or even better, the 
obviation of, the need for maintenance 
painting may compensate fully for 
higher first cost. The fonger the life of 
the building, the greater the com- 
pensation. Judging from the buildings 
in the London and St. Katharine Dock 

Group, many of which are over a century 

old and still rendering good service, 

this policy of accepting higher first costs 
with a reduction of subsequent main- 
tenance is sound.” 

Availability of materials of construction. 
—In normal times availability may be 
considered as secondary to suitability and 
price, but in recent years it has frequently 
been of even greater importance. Steel 
production has not been adequate for all 
its manifold uses in spite of a large increase 
in production, and the adoption of pre- 
stressed concrete for construction pro- 
jects has made a useful contribution to 
national economy. 

Reinforced concrete uses between one- 
third and one-half of the steel in com- 
parable steel construction. Prestressed 
concrete generally uses only about one- 
third of the steel in reinforced concrete, 
but the unit cost in Great Britain is 24 to 
3 times as much. Steel saved in this 
way is available for other essential uses. 

The shortage of timber encouraged the 
development of prestressed concrete 
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sleepers during and since the war period 
as a replacement. Modern railway re- 
quirements demand a stronger and heavier 
sleeper than has been used previously and 
prestressed concrete can compete in this 
field in all respects. 

Ease and speed of erection—The ease 
with which concrete members can be pre- 
fabricated makes it competitive with 
structural steelwork in single-span con- 
struction, but it has not proved so com- 
petitive where continuity is required. 
Its use for single-span bridge decks involves 
a minimum dislocation of traffic, and rapid 
progress. is assured with precast floor 


construction. In the new shipyard at 
Lowestoft ® prestressed concrete was 
adopted because it could span 150 ft. 


economically, was speedy in erection 
through being precast and maintenance 
was reduced compared with structural steel. 
Its economy over reinforced concrete 
springs mainly from the advantages of 
precasting in whole or part and in the 
saving of shuttering and scaffolding on the 
site, but is dependent on transport costs 
and on the equipment available for erection. 

Aesthetic considerations.—The  reduc- 
tion in sectional dimensions in prestressed 
concrete as compared with reinforced 
concrete is of value and allows slender, 
shallow, pleasing and graceful forms 
to be provided. Dimensions may _ be 
about as small as structural steel when 
encased with concrete for protection. 

In bridge construction longer spans 
are possible for the same construction 
depth as compared with reinforced con- 
crete, and with multi-span bridges and 
in factories a reduction of internal supports 
is possible. A notable example was the 
Flannery Bridge scheme where a single- 
span prestressed bridge produced a 3 per 
cent. saving as compared with a three-span 
design in reinforced concrete. Another 
example is the Staveley Bridge where 
headroom requirements necessitated a 
bridge of 75 ft. span with an overall depth 
of 3 ft. Prestressed concrete and con- 
structional steelwork could both meet this 
requirement at the same price, but the 
scheme was carried out in prestressed con- 
crete on grounds of aesthetic quality and 
availability. 

In replacing inadequate bridges over 
railways the use of prestressed concrete 
has provided increased headroom required 
for electrification without altering the 
road level. In drainage work the ability 
to provide an uninterrupted waterway by a 
single-span prestressed deck as compared 
with a two-span design in reinforced con- 
crete favoured its adoption for the Leyton 
Marsh contract. Its ability to span large 
areas economically has led to its use for 
large-span factory roofs to provide un- 
obstructed working space; and special 
advantages accrue by its use in the valley 
and edge beams of long-span shell roofs. 

Safety against uncertain risks.—As well 
as normal loadings structural members 
may have to be considered for other special 
factors such as fire resistance, ability to 
withstand exposed or corrosive conditions 
and repeated loading. Much is now known 
of the behaviour of prestressed concrete in 
each field due to the extensive research of 
recent years. It can provide the fire 
resistance necessary for any type of 
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domestic or industrial building. The 
increased cover of high-quality concrete 
provided for the steel makes it extremely 
suitable for exposed conditions and _ its 
crack-free condition is a further advantage. 
In the same way these properties are valu- 
able where structures are exposed to cor- 
rosive atmospheres. Prestressed concrete 
has been preferred to reinforced concrete in 
industrial areas where corrosive influences 
are always present, e.g., footbridges for 
the Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd. 
Its ability to withstand repeated fatigue 
loading has been demonstrated in recent 
research by the British Transport Com- 
mission. ® 

Fields in which special economy results.— 
Prestressed concrete can in certain fields 
provide advantages not afforded by other 
forms of construction. Its crack-free 
nature is of exceptional advantage in 
water-retaining structures, and expensive 
linings can be eliminated. Advantages 
in piling and with prestressed sleepers have 
already been noted. Very successful 
underpinning of foundations has been 
carried out economically with prestressed 
concrete. For long-span concrete shells 
post-tensioning has provided a definite 
economy and particularly in north-light 
shells methods can be employed which 
were not otherwise possible. In spans 
over 100 ft. prestressing leads to smaller 
sections and lower deadweight, provided 
attention is given to the suitable distribu- 
tion of the cables. 

Conservation of natural resources.—The 
increasing use of concrete in structures, as 
referred to by Sir Harold Hartley ’, has 
helped the conservation of resources by 
the use of less valuable and more generally 
available materials in place of steel, with a 
consequential economy in coal. 

A reinforced concrete structure requires 
about 40 per cent of the weight of steel 
compared with a normal steel structure 
(and the use of prestressed concrete 
requires about one-seventh of the steel). 
In multi-storey buildings the extra concrete 
required is almost negligible, but in bridges 
the saving in steel has to be off-set by an 
increase in cement and aggregate. Even 
here this is unlikely to be more than about 
25 per cent since the same amount of 
concrete is used for foundations in both 
cases. 

A saving in coal follows since 35 cwt. 
of coal are needed to make a ton of steel 
and 8 cwt. for a ton of cement. To the 
labour must be added the coal equivalent 
to the energy required in providing four 
tons of aggregate on the average to each ton 
of cement used in making concrete. On 
this basis the replacement of a ton of steel 
by aton of reinforced concrete saves about 
a ton of coal. With prestressed concrete 
the saving is even more. 


CHOICE OF THE MATERIALS OF 
CONSTRUCTION 


In Great Britain the decision as to the 
materials of construction to be used on a 
project will generally be decided at the 
earliest stages if it is proposed to prepare 
detail drawings and to invite competitive 
tenders on a prepared bill of quantities 
and a specification. This decision by the 
architect and consulting engineer or by the 
designer to a public body is then based on 
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estimated costs, suitability and experieng 
and the known requirements of the clin 
or authority concerned. In some an 
the architect may approach contractor 
who specialise in a particular kind of wos 
and obtain from them outline schemes and 
approximate prices before making , 
decision. 

Alternatively in special cases general 
drawings and a specification are prepare 
giving outline requirements, but not detaii 
of design. Tenders are then invited from 
approved contractors for both design and 
construction. The final decision is they 
made by the architect or engineer on the 
instructions of his client or authority, 


CONCLUSION 


All forms of construction have certain 
fields in which they are pre-eminently 
suitable, and the engineer’s duty to his 
client is to recommend such construction 
in every case, subject to availability. 
Prestressed concrete has many fields where 
it can and does compete in all respects 
with other forms of construction, but ina 
highly competitive design today several 
building materials are likely to appear side 
by side. The British European Airways 
London Airport hangars provide excellent 
examples. The foundations, columns and 
walls and some beams and slabs of small 
span were in reinforced concrete, the main 
beams of the hangar of 110 ft. and 150 ft. 
clear span were  post-tensioned, while 
repetition floor and roof beams were pre- 
tensioned, as also were some floor joists 
and purlins. The crane beams and the 
main members of the temporary floors were 
in steelwork and the lightweight roofs in 
aluminium. 

The notable fields in which prestressed 
concrete is economically advantageous in 



























































all respects are bridge decks, water- 
retaining structures, precast floor and roof 
units, and many other precast products 
such as lighting columns, sleepers, piles 
and pipes. In other fields higher initial 
costs are likely and the other advantages 
such as reduced cost of maintenance and 
the economy in the use of steel need to be 
fully considered to justify its use. Jt can 
of course compare on equal terms with 
other forms of construction in providing 
speedy erection, long spans with shallow 
construction depth, adequate fire resistance 
and safety against uncertain risks. 
Prestressed concrete has already estab- 
lished fields of use in which it is pre- 
eminently suitable and its development is 
extending each year. To those who feel 
that initial cost is the sole criterion | 
recommend the following passage quoted 
by Corbetta *: ‘It’s unwise to pay too 
much, but it’s unwise to pay too little. 
When you pay too much you lose a little 





money, that is all. When you pay too little, | 


you sometimes lose everything, because the 


thing you bought was incapable of doing | 


the thing you bought it to do. The common 
law of business balance prohibits paying 4 
little and getting a lot. 
If you deal with the lowest bidder, it’s well 
to add something for the risk you run. 


And if you do that, you will have enough | 


to pay for something better.” 
REFERENCES ; 
(1) Prestressed concrete cuts reservoir construction 
costs. The Contract Journal. Vol. 152, No. 3895, 
February 18, 1954. p. 755. 


It can’t be done. | 









lesa: shams tiie aad 





Ictober 14 1955 


and experien 

Its Of the lien: 
In some Cases 
ich Contractors 
ar Kind of wor, 
ne schemes and 
Te making , 


CASES general 
N are prepared 
_but not deta 
N Invited from 
oth design ang 
CCisiON is then 
ngineer on the 
authority, 


N 


n have certain 
_ pre-eminently 
S duty to his 
h construction 
9 availability, 
ny fields where 
in all respects 
ction, but ina 
today several 
to appear side 
pean Airways 
»vide excellent 
, columns and 
slabs of small 
‘rete, the main 
ft. and 150 ft 
sioned, while 
ams were pre- 
1e floor joists 
-ams and the 
iry floors were 
eight roofs in 


sh prestressed 
vantageous in 





lecks, water- 
loor and roof | 
cast products | 
leepers, piles | 
higher initial 
*r advantages | 
ntenance and | 
el need to be | 
- use. It can 
1 terms with | 
in providing | 
with shallow | 
fire resistance 
risks. 
lready estab- | 
h it is pre | 
velopment is 
ose who feel | 
. criterion | 
ssage quoted 
to pay too 
y too little. | 
| lose a little 
yay too little, 
. because the 
ble of doing 
lhe common 
vits paying a 
n’t be done. | 
' 
’ 


“eee 


der, it’s well 
sk you run. 
rave enough 


i 
yir construction 
152, No. 3895. 











October 14 1955 


C. Ernst, C. O. BRUNKEN and A. R. RIVELAND, 
economy of prestressed and conventional rein- 
Journal of the American 
February, 1952. 


pave 
vi - 
crete reservoirs. 
Lonny Institute. Vol. 23, No. 6. 
pp. 505-511. ee q Paw 2 
i: i m relative economics of prestresse 

Fanaa with other forms of construction— 

Suminium; reinforced concrete; steel; and timber. Pro- 
‘ngs of the Institution of Civil Engineers. Part 1. 
Vol. 1, No. 4. July, 1952. pp. 390-422. 

(4) N. N. B. ORDMAN and I. S. S. GREeves. Design and 
construction of a prestressed concrete framed transit 
shed for the Port of London Authority. Proceedings of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers. Part3. Vol. 3, No. 2. 
August, 1954. pp. 409-434. Discussion pp. 434-447. 
Correspondence, pp. 447-448. . 

i f a new shipyard: prefabrication in ship- 
ido Engineering. Vol. 178, No. 4618. July 30, 
1954. pp. 154-156. 

(6 BriTisH TRANSPORT COMMISSION RESEARCH De- 
PARTMENT. Static and fatigue tests made on prestressed 
concrete beams using 0.276 in. diam. wire. 

(7) Sin H. HARTLEY. The engineer’s contribution 
to the conservation of natural resources. - First Graham 
Clark lecture to be given at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, May 4, 1955. p. 39. 

(8) R. H._CORBETTA. Construction problems and 

iques. Proceedings of a conference on thin concrete 
shells. Massachusetts Institute of Technology. June, 1954. 
pp. 124-127. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 
Dusty Road Surface 


Q—1 would welcome your advice on the 
following problem: The drive into my 
house, occupying some 800 sq. yds., is hard- 
core covered with brickdust, and in this 
recent very dry summer has been extremely 
dusty. 1 have been considering how to 
obviate this defect without expending the 
considerable sum associated with either 
concrete or asphalt. I have available con- 
siderable quantities of coal ash or red shale, 
but believe that either of these would still 
leave me with the same problem. 

BEL 


A.—When handling a problem of this 
kind it is obvious that the chief aim will 
be to make the surface cohesive. Although 
concrete or tarmac is out of the question 
owing to expense, it must be remembered 
that for a road to be efficient and trouble- 
free it must be waterproof, and frost can 
play havoc with surfaces of roads if they 
are at all porous. A two-inch thick dress- 
ing of hogging, well rolled in, would prob- 
ably be the cheapest way out, although it 
would need occasional maintenance. This 
material is obtainable from aggregate sup- 
pliers or builders’ merchants, and is a type 
of clayey ballast. The clay particles act as 
a binder to the stones and sand, and if the 
surface should pick up for any reason it 
can easily be rolled down again. Any 
weeds that might grow can be kept down 
with a weed-killer. 


If the shale mentioned contains moisture, 
or will hold moisture if wetted, by mixing 
it with the coal ash the result may be simi- 
lar to using hogging. Your correspondent 
could make some experiments. 


_Another method is by cement impregna- 
tion of the surface. If a spiked roller was 
used to open up the surface, a cement and 
sand slurry could be applied and rolled first 
with the spiked roller and finished with a 
plain roller, dusting the surface with a sharp 
sand to prevent sticking of cement to the 
roller. The application of cement slurry 
would have to be done over small areas so 
that each area could be completed within 
an hour and allowed to set and harden. A 
number of firms advertise for contracts 
where ground hardening is required, and 
cement impregnation with compressed air is 
one of the methods used. This, I feel, 
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would be expensive, and it would be a 
cheaper and better job to have a dressing 
of tarmac. 

A. M. E. 


Smoky Chimney Problem 


Q.—Could you solve for me the follow- 
ing problem: The slightest wind causes 
smoke to blow back down my kitchen 
chimney and billow out into the room. J 
have had a cowl fitted, but this has made 
no improvement. 

I give the following constructional de- 
tails: My house and the one next to it are 
built as a pair, both having a bathroom 
over the kitchen. This makes the top of 
the kitchen chimney-pot roughly the same 
height as the ridge of the main roof. The 
kitchen chimney stack cannot, with safety, 
be made any higher. 

The kitchen and bathroom are built at 
right-angles to the main part of the houses, 
and the two yards between my kitchen and 
my neighbour’s results in their being about 
20 ft. apart. 

AES 


A.—From the information given, it is 
understood that the flue in question is in a 
house which is one of a pair of houses, and 
as such it would have been most helpful if 
it were known that similar trouble was 
being experienced next door. If this is so, 
then it would have been further useful to 
have known if the direction of the wind 
varied the condition of the two houses. 

While many causes of smoky chimneys 
may be due to faulty flue construction, par- 
ticularly at the throat of fireplace, that is. 
just above the fireplace surround level, ] 
rather suspect in this case that the cause is 
the fact of the chimney terminating at or 
just below the ridge of the roof. If the 
wind, blowing, shall we say, from the east, 
causes smoke to billow out in the room, 
while the house next door is free, and then, 
when the wind is in the west, your cor- 
respondent’s house is free while the house 
next door is troubled, then at least the 
source of the problem has been established. 

If this deduction be correct, then I can 
appreciate that a cowl would not make any 
appreciable difference. A cowl will assist 
to draw smoke up a chimney, but will not 
always prevent a downdraught. 

On the side of the chimney adjacent to 
the roof slope and about one foot from the 
top of the stack, cut a hole into the chim- 
ney. If it is built of normal 44-in. brick- 
work, remove one brick, the brick appear- 
ing on the face 9in. by 3in. The purpose 
of this is to provide an escape for the current 
of air that now passes down the chimney. 
If this is found to make some improvement, 
then it can be further improved by cutting 
the hole large enough to receive a 4-in. 
stoneware pipe. This pipe should be built 
into the stack at an angie of approximately 
60 degrees and looking downward, thus pro- 
viding an easy passage for the downward 
currents of air and by-passing the chimney. 
Such an arrangement will often add to the 
general efficiency of the appliance. 

Without further information, this is the 
only suggestion that I feel I can make, but 
I would refer your correspondent to the 
services of the Coal Utilisation Council, 
who are prepared to offer advice on all 
problems relating to solid fuel appliances. 


H. 0: D. 
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DIRECT LABOUR, 
ROWLEY REGIS 


Council's Discussion on Costs 


E have reached the stage where no 
contractor can tender less for houses 
and shops in the borough,” said ALD. S. 
Norwoop, chairman of the house building 
committee at a recent meeting of the Rowley 
Regis Town Council. 

He was replying to Mr. A. HILL, who had 
said that the direct labour estimate for 58 
houses at the Corngreaves Hall Estate was 
only £6 per house less than the contractor’s 
price. “This is a serious matter, for we 
should build £50 cheaper.” Mr. Hill thought 
that they should go into the scheme to dis- 
cover where the fault lay. 

The matter was raised by Mr. J. ADAMs, 
who said the committee had been assured 
by their architect that the di-ect iabour 
scheme could take on the whole of the con- 
tract. The Ministry had advised them to put 
part of the contract out to private enterprise. 
This seemed to him to be throwing away the 
advantage of building homes more cheaply. 

Mr. HILL said the Ministry had pointed 
out that the strength of the direct labour 
organisation was not sufficient to start the 
scheme straight away. It would have taken 
three to six months before bricklaying could 
begin. Working on a basis of 10 per cent. 
profit, the contractor’s profit was £140 a 
house. ‘‘ Our estimate is only £6 a house 
less than the contract price,” he said. 

Ap. A. H. WALLACE said they could in- 
crease the strength of the dizect labour 
scheme as they wished. The Ministry had 
felt that with the position in the trade they 
would be unable to enlist the labour. 

Mr. J. SPITTLeE said they could build the 
cheapest houses. If all local authorities had 
gone into the direct labour scheme there 
would be no high rent troubles. It was the 
Central Government’s opinion that rent sub- 
sidies should be cut, said MR, V. WAKEMAN. 
The only way to do that would be by a 
means test and a differential rents scheme. 
If the Gove-nment wanted to cut subsidies, 
then they could stop the direct subsidy to 
industry in the reduced rating of industrial 
premises. 

Replying, ALD. Norwoop said they had 
never suggested that Rowley Regis should 
build all their houses buf that direct labour 
should build 50 per cent. The organisation 
had taken time to build up. It guaranteed 
a 44-hour week, maximum holidays and 
sick pay. He was only surprised that they 
were not able to recruit the men they should 
with the wages and bonus schemes offered. 

Referring to the means test suggestion, 
Atp. Norwoop said he could see such a 
thing coming along. They might have a 
direction from the Ministry. “I will not 
stand for a direction by the Ministry to apply 
the means test. We will not walk out but 
the Minister will have to come and build 
houses himself.” 


3,000:h POST-WAR DWELLING 

The 3,000th post-war dwelling to be erected 
by the Wandsworth Borough Council was 
opened by the Rt. Hon. Duncan Sandys, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
at the William Willison Estate, West Hill, 
Putney, SW15, on October 12. Wandsworth 
leads the metropolitan boroughs in the num- 
ber of dwellings that are either completed, 
under construction, or in tenders approved. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIAL 








HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 

details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 

Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 

St. Pancras. 


£9. sd, 
Pit Ballast ee Ses — au” i ... per yd. i 5s 6 
Pit Sand as see aes cee ‘5 ois a l 204 
Washed Sand ... a os “— Kes wis Re i -6@ 4 
2 in. Shingle... ‘sp of Be ioe re Be i 2S 
3 in. Broken Brick _... aes ‘Se oer va me 1 0 0 
Pan Breeze & se a s 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate aoe ... per ton 3 8 9 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 

Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site... sis <<.) (iperton: =< 3b 6 

1 to 6 tons, site : aS 5 i 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site A A se 5 12 0 

1 to 6 tons do. site. o 6 4 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots Ses 2h a 3: 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. - ton. 
White Portland Cement ae ss is: 2.0 
Under 1 ton per cwt. is 7 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6- ‘ton lots 

and upwards per ton 614 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

Ous cement, 6-ton tots and up pa 14. 6 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London ‘ os 6 8 9 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) . ‘ - percwt. 110 0O 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks eh ey ine ses -o» per 13000 1117 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... es = bse pee m 10 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... see ae oe me ie er 
Mild Stocks _... > 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District Commons ne = 513 06 

Cellular re we ae oS Kes ee. 5 13 0 

Keyed do. ¢ ir aes ro nis sb 5 15° 8 

Rustics sie whe is ~ ia e 618 0 
Cellular Rustics 7a8 ie be sah ss = 618 O 
Single Bullnose do. ... es See sie see ie 613 0 

Sandfaced ... — A 1138 0 
Bes: Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) .. ee AG 27 5. 6 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) eae a a 27 19 6 
Blu: Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... “as os cs 24 14 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) nis a a 10 8 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) ‘ ae o 9 6 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) ae ‘ 714 0 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks ae 

stations) << ss 20-26 3 
3 in. do. (London stations) =e jee ics - 31 12 0 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ; ea 36 0 0 
23 in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) RR 14 8 6 
2% in. Machine-made ‘Multi Red Facings (London 

sites) s 1413 6 
2% in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London si i ca 

sites) . ” 

2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 

(London sites) ae ne 146 1 O 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) Pe on i 3° °S 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London Sites) aie sid ais 17 S56 































































£s4, 

Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) .. perl,000 41 10 9 
2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) ‘i 13 6 9 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) ra 14 18 9 

Glazed Bricks (London sites), ‘White, Ivory, B ‘Brown— 

Stretchers e 64 0 0 
Headers < ; ea 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bulinose and 43 in. Flats” a 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers 5 i 85 0 9 
Double Headers ‘< 77 10 0 
One side and two ends = 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end * 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints sé pe 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 17} °% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLOW CLAy PARTITION BLOCKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 

ds — a? 

Zan. cx ee ae yds. ... per yd. sup. 44 
fs ee a oat 140 yds. : 9 . 44 
*3in. (3 cavity) eae 120 yds. 5 4 

. BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 

*3 in. (6 cavity) eee 110 yds. 5 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) sae 95 yds. ” 6 9 
6in. (83 in. x S$in.) 1,250 Sake per 1,000 26 6 0 

* Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE 

| eee ses 100 yds. per yd. sup. 3 9 
2tin. ... nae ae 85 yds. af 44 
=) a oe sere 75 yds. si 9 
i re ae eee 55 yds. 5 6 5 

CRANHAM 

2 in. Wate or es 6 8 
24 in. is 7 4 
709 as & 7 

. 10 7 

fi a Load bearing quality. ‘i Il 8 

MOLER PARTITION BLOCKS 

DA ae oe sve 150 yds. aa is 15 6 
22 in. ... as moe 120 yds. is 15 9 

31M. ... a as 100 yds. as 16 0 

| or ive 90 yds. . 19 0 
LIGHTWEIGHT ConcRE TE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 

SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 

7 rr rae ane 100 yds. Ks - 5 
221n. ..< oe gee 80 yds. = 61 
ae aes ues 65 yds. a 8 
2 es ouh 50 yds. - 9 
oe ee awe xe% 44 yds. = 10 
Gans “<3: ze 33 yds. ak : 13 

et PARTITION BLOCKS 

v2 7 ee . 120 yds. 6 il 

THERMALITE LOADBEARING INSULATING BLocks 

Sas cae - ae 100 yds. i » 8 3} 
4in. ... a aaa 75 yds. - 10 9 
SR as oan cas 60 yds. ee 3 
Gin, ss wats see 50 yds. a 16 |} 
Sans acc aah rs 37% yds. “ 1 16 
OG: ... Ss a 33 yds. 1 4 3 

FLooR BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. adie 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads . — 1,000 33 6 0 

4 in. do. % 35 14 0 
Sin. do. ss 42 10 0 
6in. do. : 47 17 0 
7 in. do. 58 8 0 
8 in. do. 68 9 0 
10” x cf x "Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per | {000 multiples 56 15 0 
12” x 3" x }” O. : 64 10 0 
10” x ise <f" do. = 71 0 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces | 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality se — +1174% 130% 
BSS Best do. ... as +10% + 117d % 4 10% - + 130% 
Tested Quality... — +374% EIITEY 4+374% +1307 
BSS Tested do. 4 473 %4+1178% 4 474° %+130% 
Delivered ex Manufacturers’ Works x 
Best Quality cae +8 +105% +1 in, 
BSS Best do. ... + der Pease +10% +105% +10% +115% / 
Tested Quality ... +374% +85 % TOT ee +374 +115 % v9 
BSS Tested ‘do.... +474%4+85%  +474%4105% +47}%4+1157 
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11,000 41 10 9 

” 13 6 9 

»» 14 18 9 

” 644 0 0 

%9 63 0 9 

P 80 0 9 

» 85 0 9 

” 77 10 0 

” 87 0 0 

. 89 10 9 

° 83 0 0 

1) 

'd. sup 44 
47 
a4 
5 6 

_ 6 9 

,000 26 6 0 

d.sup. 3 9 
44 

; x4 

, 6 5 

6 8 

7 4 

8 7 
10 7 
ll 8 
15 6 

15 9 
16 0 
19 0 | 

SKS OF VARIOUS 
5 9 | 
611 | 
8 1 
9 4 

10 2 
13 8 
611 
CKS 
8 3} 
10 9 
13 5 
16 i} 
1 1 6 
1 4 4 | 
00 33 6 0 
35 14 0 
42 10 0 
47 17 0 
58 8 0 
68 9 0 
les 56 15 0 
64 10 0 
71 0:0 
ard List prices 
der 100 pieces | 
wey tons | 
130% 
0” + 130% 
74 + 130° 
74 %+130% | 
+115% i 

0% +115% 

768,4115% 

7E%4115% § 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, ete.—continued 


THE BUILDER 


£ « ¢é. 
3 in. Land “" saan (in = in. a .. per 1,000 11 3 6 
4in. 0. eee » 14 14 6 
DAMP COURSE 
base bitumen 7 !b. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
wy" wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area es per yd. sup. ~ 3 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. - +6 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. ) | 
1 in. X9 in. British damp course slates . per 1,000 38 6 0 
14 in. X9 in. do. de. us was Pre <i 29 11 +O 
9 in. x9 in. do. Gh xs. ae ae <i 18 2 G 
18 in. X44 in. do. Cae Pee ae ‘a iS 66 
14 in. x4 in. do. Ge a ixa ng ss i.e oe 
9 in. X44 in. do. da; 3s. eas ate if ot 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 8 0 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground | 9 0 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 8 9 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area eee 5 as 8 3 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region os ‘ - 8 33 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, a eee and 
stooled cills ay P $e - ft.cube 3 10 8 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. < pe 210 6 
12in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated sc 119 O 
12in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping pa 22 6 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. ask 27¢?@ 
44in. xX 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... 2 2 ¢ 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 7 6 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered ‘brickwork perft.cubel 5 9 
Do. do. fair one ast for fair faced 
brickwork ‘ 5 ae 110 6 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 
14in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front «. perft.cube2 8 0 
12in. X 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . - 2 6 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes_ per yd. sup.2 19 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district waa Or 29 8 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district : 50 9 O 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 14 1 6 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 13 18 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 110 0 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... i & @ 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6} s = ; 8 1 6 
do. Interlocking (49S) 7 19 0 0 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck toads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 
% x 12 es 12417 4 
22 x 12 103 13 8 
22 x 11 93 13 6 
20 x 12 8 9 0 
20 x 10 oF s 
18 x 10 59 12 9 
18x 9 52 14 6 
16 x 10 49 1 3 
16x 8 3 3 § 


NOTE. —Breakage im transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 


Softwood— 
Joinery quality 
Carcassing quality 


” 


lin. Tongued sof Grooved Flooring = es 
Hardwood— 

Mahogany—African S.E. do. per ft. 
Honduras do. do. re 
oar European do. do. ” 
do. Japanese do. ave do. * 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. et 
Teak 8 in. average S.E.... do. a 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. pe 


Ex. “ert per standard £110 to £135 


£98 to £102 


£108 0 0O 


cube 1 10 
5 


Nw 
wv 


2 10 
1 17 
Ko 


— 
wa 


coacoeceo 





DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London area. £ s. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel ones 4 in. deal 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in aa eas .. «each 1 12 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. éin Beaty” Seer? Ureealn tae 1 13 
PICO © Ole Giic” Ge ae ee 1 14 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... Sia a Ba: 1 16 
2 in. do. but top panel ones. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
DiteGe SiG M GW n scccr) acc cae Ware tbe 29 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 i z a aa Re a 2 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... te Pie aa oe 2 i 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... ate ses ses aa pos 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) . .. per yd 5 
14 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... ae Be a 
2 ‘in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... ape aa 8 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to : -_ aa ag2 a 10 

3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) . 11 

Quantities under 1 ton add id. per ‘i in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 

= 100 sq. ft. 2 2 
} in. Hardboard do. ae a ass wa “a 21 
is in. do. . ° 3 2 
pi in. Asbestos Flat Building ‘ Sheets «es PSP yd. sup. Z 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply 1 

do. 2-ply_ ... aaa a 1 

Best Scotch Glue in slabs . pr icwt. 5 O 

do. pearl “a a $3 
Croid Glue aa --- 28 Ib. 2 6 
Cut Nails 3 in. a -ton lots)... . per tom 62 10 

do. 4in. and up (1-ton lots) . wen = 59 «0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) wal ... per cwt. 3 0 

do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) a ie Be 3 0 
METALS 

Steet Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X 5in.,8in. X Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. X 6in. 
12 in. x 6 in. amen cut to tial delivered London 
area . per ton 41 0 
Extra for sizes 

3in. X ld in. 4in. X lf in. ... sea ee a 3 10 

3 in. X 3 in. aaa mS aus ‘aaa saa ei 2 10 

4in. X 3in., 10in. x 4$in. ... ate pee e 110 

5 in. X 2$in., Sin. X 3 in. aia ‘sid ef 1 15 

4} in. X 1} in. aa aa per aaa fer s 3 

Sin. X 44 in. Tin. X 34in. 13 in. X 5 in. per tam 15 
6in. X 3 in. 24 in. X 74 in. es “a pe 2 0 
6 in. X 44 in. 7in. X 4 in. 7 a Se | a 
9 in. X 4 in. 10 in. X 5 in. ode aad 1 0 
12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. X 7 in. gaa 

9 in. X 7 in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. xX 8 in. 

14 in. x S$ in. 14 in. X 6 in. 14 in. X 8 in. 

15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. X 6 in. o 10 
16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 

18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. xX 6$in. 20in. X 7} in. 

Steel angles average price eee eee » 418 
Steel tees average price » “5S 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted » 5710 
Compound girders ... 2 jes 
Stanchions » 68 10 
Compound stanchions a se ae 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins 2 ares 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and § in., ? in. and { in. bolts ane one 
London area --percwt. 4 15 
sd Zenie mane 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex + hantae 

Stock ~ in. diam., and inna 42 8 

} in. diam. es “ “pert ton extra 47 

*; in. do. oe a Ky 

gin. do. * 2 § 

sin. do. Re 1 12 


Mitp STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 


Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings 
Class A + - 74% ; 
Class B + 184% Light + 32}% Malleable List—32}% + 40% 
Class C + 353% Heavy + 40% 
Black— 
Class A — 144% 
Class B — 24% Light + Malleable List—32} % 
Class C + 114% Heavy + 27} 
C.L. ti GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-'t. lengths 
Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. aac. ee 3 
34 in. 3/104 3/5 
4 in. 4/114 3/10 
44 in. 5/54 4/4 
5 in. 6/1 4/8 


Stop 

Ends 
fll 
M1 
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List prices and following discounts. 
Malleable Fittings 
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METALS—continued 
C.I.0.G. GUTTERS 
Stop 

: Gutters Nozzle Ends 
: in. 4/7 4/1 1/1 
re in. 5/14 4/1 1/4 
4 in. 5/8 4/4 1/7 
ry! in. 6/1 4/11 1/11 

in. Sa eye aia 6/8 5/8 2/2 

C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 

yd yd. in 6-ft. send Pipe Bends Branches 
3 In. ; 7/7 3/10 5/7 
24 i in. : 7/7 4/4 7/5 
3 In. zi 8/6 5/5 8/1 
= in. it 9/8 6/4 9/8 

in. be 11/23 7/9 11/6 
2; L. LCC. Conte Soi. Pipes 

in. 8/7 6/8 8/1 
23 in. 9/04 7/4 10/1 
3 in. 10/2 8/1 11/11 
J3= In 11/43 10/1 13/11 
4 in. 12/11% 11/3 16/5 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 


only. 


Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% 


and tonmage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2k per cent. 
L.C.C. CoAaTED DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 

: cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 

in. : 1 WY “278 19/3 34/- 

6 in. 2 @ A 40/9 51/- 81/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 

All less 174 per cent. discount. 

; 2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths .. per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes _... at each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ae nm 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse ve 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ss 2/11 3/9 4/3 S/11 

do. 6in. do. 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O. G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends a oo. Cach 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends a /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles ... os 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles 7 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Cfips ss 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS HALr- ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. in. in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. Iengtfs per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/0} 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends ... .-. €ach 2/1 /5 /8 2/11 4/3 
Stop ends z /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/ 
Angles a 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles ies Re 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Cfips Ss 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
Per ton basis 
in London 
ae 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant deed 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars a 39 16 6 
Mild Stee! Hoops 41 3 6 


Soft Sheets €.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge a r 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 7 

Galvanised Conrugared ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge oF 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 

Galvanised ffat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 


20 gauge se ae pe 


24 gauge 
26 gauge 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base prices} 

Sheet BS 1470 SPC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) fs 

Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 vied 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) sea ee re 

— sai for ‘flashing 99. 71% / purity 22 SWG (12in. 
wide) 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. * 32 in. x 20 SWG 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 yaad Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. * 313 mn. x 20 SW 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS a Usiity Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. ¥ 313 in. x 20S 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC ote moulding . 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round — 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round 

Tubing BS 147? TIC 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG “e's 

Tubing BS 1472 HTIOWP 1} in. 0} D x 20SWG 


Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


- 6. 

52 8 6 

54 18 6 

57 18. 6 

60 6 0 

63 16 0 

69 1 O 

61 6 O 

64 16 O 

mw 439 

a ae 

per Ib. 2 7h 

: 2 43 

” 2 6 
Pm 2 4 
” 29 
per sheet 1 8 6 
113 9 

o 17 8 
per |b. z 
Ps 2 24 
7 
7 a | 

3 11} 
Ss 2 


> 











Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 414d. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. Pl 
Delivered in London area. 

All per d 7% : 
per doz. sin. jin. lim. Hin. i i 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch i ‘ Min. ig G 
head for iron ... 87/- 128/8 St 
Toilet bib cocks for iron .-. 109/- 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/—- 95/9 188/—- 363/- 522/6 9) G 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- ae 472/— 623/6 rH G 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- Ni G 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/19 — G 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to Si 
iron nis : 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 16.8 R 
Idin. Ifin. 2in. Zin. 3hin. fin B 
Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/19 155) 
Brass sleeves a 31/11 56/2 74/10 94/5 
; 6 Ib. 14 x 61b.2 x 7 Ib, 3 X Th, 7 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 
screws 66/- 82/- 131/- 224). s 
Lead S. trap do. 79/- 98/- 161/- 28g). : 
Solder &% 4 ' 
Plumbers’ per |b. 3 9 
Tinmen’s *» 4 6 \ 
Blow pipe 4] I 
C 
Copper TUBES AND SHEBTS ( 
I 
( 
Extra 
d. I 
4in. < 19 gauge a 12} Total ] 
Jin, X 19° oe ies 11} ne I 
fin x 78 93 ne I 
Itin. x 18 ,, ° ~ } 
lt in. x 18 ,, 9 y 
2 in. WwW ., 103 - j 
Rolled Copper sheets u up to 48 in. wide, basic price I 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras 


ZINC 
10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards 
12 gauge (23 SWG) 
14 gauge (21 SWG) 


Sheet Zinc 
do. 
do. 


Brass TUBES 


Brass tubes basic aan saci ome and manufactur- 
ing extras 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London | 


or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 3 Ib. substance and eiaaien 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ses a 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 

do. over 4 in. dia. 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 
Extras over Basis for quantities oe 1 ton. 


5 cwt. and under | ton 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. 
lcwt. do. 3 cwt. 


Smaller quantities than | cwt. ‘priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £98 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site 
do. White do. do. : 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads 
Hydrated Lime do. 
Lump Lime do. 


White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads 

Hair : 

Gy psum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 $ in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site 
1,200 yds. yp 

Do. Insulating ‘do. } in. thick 600 al and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site 
1,200'yds..__... 

Gypsum Plaster Wall ‘Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site ‘ 
1,200 yds... 

Do. Insulating do. "Fin. thick 600 apie ‘and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site - 

1,200 yds aa ee 


per ton 


” 
” 


per cwt. 


” 


per ton 


” 


” 
per cwt. 


per yd 


143 


146 
148 
146 


PNSSuUawcrn 3823 


mr 


mr 


ww mr 


Mininnum quantities, 3 cwr, | 
- 
per Ib. 3 | 
50} 
St 
wy 
5h 
qd 
per ton 433 r 0 
( 
percwt. 8 Il 6 
me 8 99 
a 8 8 9 5 
2 
: 
per tb. 2 § 
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1} | 
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t in. lh in. 2in, 


63/- 
72/- 
48/6 
68/8 


522/6 9115 
623/6 13895 
67/- fe 
734/10 — 


52/10 70/6 IG. 
ts he 

18/10 1S 
56/2 74/10 i 
x 71b. 3 x Tf, 


131/- 224). 
161/- 288)- 


r ib. 


Paw? 
sano 


per lb. plus gauge | i 


Jantities, 3 cwt, 


a. 

Ib. 3; 
2 

50} 

Si 

Ww 

5h 

S 6 

rton 433 0 9 
rcwt. «68 Il 6 
» 8 99 
” 8 89 
tb. ya 








ddress in London | 


£ oo. 

ton 143 5 0 
° 144 10 0 
: 146 0 0 
148 0 0 
146 0 0 
cwt. 2 0 
40 

6 0 

ton 7 
‘ TB 6 
7 14 0 
, 8 2 0 
; 6 4 6 | 
517 6 
| 5 ea 
1017 0 § 

10 11 9 § 
2739 

wt 417 6 § 
d. 2 HE 
2. at 

i 

218 

2 10} 

} 

2 OY 

2 YE 

ke 

Ei 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. . 
; , s. d. 
ote _ os es oar out, . 7 « + in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns: x 
shable Distemper a0 ass ste % aan 7 “a ; do. Standard Tints = a be: 1 4 
Gloss Paint aint Ga 1 oat. Gus: = ste a 311 0 do. Special Tints ... 295 
Snowcem cement p + §=Pe i 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, , Reediyte and 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ons Luminating... at 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 0 t in. Wired Cast = 1 2 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 13 gal. ‘lotsi in 1 I gal. tins per gal. Ss 2 @ + in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2k 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg percwt. 7 2 0 Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg aN 2h @ B.2 52 x 5} x 37 in. 2 9 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin = PBS 74 x 7§ x 34 in. 4 2 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal. ) drums extra per gal. 14 0 P.B.32 7h X 73 x 3} in. 42 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) — do... » 14 6 R i 
Sinem — Corner Blocks to oie » with— Po 
nettate (5 gal.) drums extra . - 5 6 iy 
Turpentine sane (40 gal.) do. do. : 4 tl 7 
Solignum, we. (5 Bn cans) Exterior . 6 10 " Polished Plate Glass. G. ‘ , 
‘ote (40 gal. barrels) es 20 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. Quality— Per ft. super 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) per Ib. i 6 In plates not exceeding 2 4 sup. , ; 
r piec 0 ” ” ” . sup. 
White Lining Paper r. per piece . " 7 4s if po $1 
ISHES, etc. ” * a t. sup. ; S°6 
= ate oll tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates umeatie 100 ft. 
e ° - 
oat Varnish, Outside or, Inside per gal. 112 6 WR sr exceding 5 Sip: os0in one way oF Bint 
Oak Pale Copa I od -< ” 4 + ; both ways . , . ny 8 4 
Hard Drying "Oak cord yo e ” 200 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto. ll 3 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ” 314 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 16 0 
Eggshell Flat —— ” 210 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
roost i. ” 700 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
pe Gold Size a 112 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
Black Japan ” : . > The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
rg a ” 150 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Pesbene ae : 180 a Minimum Per ft. sup. 
Knotting (1 gal, “bottles free)... a : 2 0 pay a quantity S. ¢ 
French and Brush Polish (do.) ” 18 0 24 —hlCU sit - - 2,000 a 
CO w« is as ass aaa es i 7g 
GLASS 3202. eee a 2,000 10} 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super } in. Rolled Plate 1,000 7t 
; ' . s. d. in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5} Patterns, White... 1,000 Tk 
MO « ” ” ” % 1§ $ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
= - » ” ” ” » %” and Spotlyte.. 1,000 1 
* os ” i fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 1 
fin “Rolled Plate ae ‘ 9 + in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... 2,000 11 
% in. and } in. Rough Cast . 1 0 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. 































Town. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
— seseeseeeeeeeeeneeneeees Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 
Abergavenny ............ Craftsmen ... 4/- 3/114 3/11 3/103 
Abingdon .... Labourers 3/54 3/5 3/43 3/4 
Accrington -——— —_— — aaa 
Afan Valley Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. 
Aldeburgh . Aylesbury ..... DieiNataRei ss casinwencscsenne A WRN eee A 
Aldershot Di Aylesham Bedlingtonshire UD ......... A Blackwell RD ............04. A 
Alfreton UD ... ‘ MRI ca ccncauewacnsdcnsanious PR oon cascnasaccucsace A2 
Alnwick UD ... ‘ Beeston & Stapleford UD a PE UI ac ccceseccusantss A 
Altrincham ......... ; ERIN |) oat siedceussnccasces Belper U A eran are: A 
MOONE - cise ccssesei dé Bakewell UD I concscavens EEE TE  cxtuntaqpacinicedsecsans A 
LO Re A2 Banbury _.......... Berkhamsted PII icacuccanssaaniundeionts 
PMID focscvesddevadsts exc Al MMII gins Cdyecccunkaedvacduce Berrington Bognor Regis 
Ammanford —.............0..6- A Barnard Castle UD ......... A Berwick Borough ............ A Boldon UD 
PN aac slows cuasn’ A2 Barnoldswick UD ............ A oe, | A Bolsover UD 
Anglesey, Isle of ............. A Barsley CH oo. vccscsscescon A Bewdley MB.............cceseees A oO re 
poo ple shnsevescbuetensay A2 DUNNE, écccusducnsiaccase A2 Bexhill-on-Sea ey Boston MB 
Arundel . Barrow-in-Furness ............ A [oo — EE Rey Bourne End 
| Se, Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ......... ey Bournemouth District ......A 
Ashbourne RD . (exc. Thrussington A2)...A RR OH A Brackley MB ................--A2 
Ashbourne UD A MNRNENS sce accy caace ves aveexesaet A Rr See A Bracknell dacasacacanceuctess A2 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD ............... A pS > ere A 
Ashby Woulds UD ......... A by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A TIE. e vcvciscccreckcancced A Bradford-on-Avon ........./ : : 
Ashford (Kent) .............. A2 Basingstoke ............0.005+ PIN EEE sccicasnacccacacacacnd A PIII avis ccdscccsscteces 
Ashford (Middlesex) eens A Co ee ee eS Birchington : Brandon & Byshottles UD “A 
Ashington UD Batley MB ... Birkenhead Brecon—Borough of......... 





Ashtead 





A Widdasubbians vaunoiduas A Baxterley 

Ashton-under-Lyne ......... A Beaconsfield District 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 MEE  bksnddskcuswedavcivcbesseus 
Atherstone RD ................ Beccles 

Attleborough ............... A2 Bedale RD 

TOM oo a5 sSeveienseucasc A2 Bedford 








Birmingha 


Bishop Auckland UD 






Breconshire, County of . 
Brent Knoll 


m CB 





Bishop's Stortford ...2........ A TPN accccseenacds doses 
Bishops Castle MB.......... A2 jeer 
PID ncuncsiseccandsceanecons A Bridlington MB ... 
PE inccninascctscccnsece A Bridlington RD 








Continued on page 664. 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsibie for errors.) 


Town. 


Bridgnorth MB 
Bridgnorth RD 
Bridgwater 
Brierfield 4 
Brighouse MB 
Brighton & Hove 
Bristol District 
Broadstairs 
Bromsgrove UD 
Broughton, Flint 
Buckfastleigh 
Buckingham 
Buckley 
Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burnham-on-Sea 
Burnley 
Burton-on-Trent C.B... 














) CE a eee 

Bury St. Edmunds ............ Al 
MIN oo cdi ance seaudiokesnudaren A 
Byfleet ........ ‘ ..Al 


Caernarvon A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. ene 
Calder Valley 


Camberley District ......... Ao 
CI onc cnciccencccscecceecs 

Cannock UD cone 
IE F acctecscesesccccse A2 
Co _ pO Ee et A 


Cardiganshire,County of $A2 
Carlisle A 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. 


Carlton UD 
Carmarthen—Borough of...A 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 
MINI vsksey or coctaccavessen A 
Castleford UD 
Caterham . ERE 
Chapel-en- le-Frith ...... 
Chard 
Charmy Down ... 
Chatham District 
Chatteris 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD . 
Chelmsford .... 
Cheltenham ... 
Chepstow 
Chertsey 
Tne 
Chester-le-Street UD . 
Chesterfield MB ........ 
Chesterfield RD .. 
CRICRORET .55.5.<055-> 
Chipping Norton... 
Chipping Sodbury 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
WED wsncenscncssrabncpnavess A2 
Cirencester .-A2 
ee ee 
Clacton 
Clay Cross UD 
Cleethorpes MB 
Clevedon 
Cleveleys .... 
Clitheroe .... 
Coalville UD . 
Cobham (Surrey) 
Colchester 
Colne 
Colwyn Bay 
Congleton ..... 
Consett UD . 
Conway ...... ee : 
SC || | 
Cornwall, County of.. 
Corsham District ..... = 
ty A Reo. A 
Cranbrook ..... . 
S| eR ren A2 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site Al 
Crawley 
Crewe. ..... 
Crewkerne ... 
Cromer 
Crook 
UD 























Crowborough 
Cuckfield......... 
Cwmbran .............. 





Dalton-in-Furness 
Darlington CB 
Dartmouth 

Darwen ....... 
Daventry MB 
Deal 
Denbigh Town . 







Derby CB i 

ee .A2 
Devon, County of tA? 
i a & . ae A 
be ee AZ 
| Re entes A2 
Doncaster CB . enced 
Dorchester ..A2 
ee ee A 


Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) ............ A2 

RSE aa 2 

Dovercourt .. 

Driffield UD 

Drigg & Carleton ............ A 

Drotwich BIB .......0060+ onal 

Dudley CB 

Dunstable sa nelalpoeieli 

Durham B ......... 








IIIS 52s ciscinspncbeases 
E. Glam. & Mon. 
East Grinstead District ...A2 
East Kesteven RD............ A2 
East Retford MB............... A 
Eastwood (Notts) UD...... A 
Ebbw Vale & District 
Edenbridge 
mud 











le casebeaes 
Evesham MB. 
Exeter 
Exmouth 


Fakenham 
Falmouth ... 
Farcham 





For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 14d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Crattsmen, 4 








Town. 
Faversham 
Felixstowe .. 
Filey UD .... 
Fleetwood . 
Flint MB ... 
Folkestone .. 
Frinton 
Frome 





Gainsborough UD .. 
Gateshead CB ....... 
Gillingham (Dorset) A2 
Gillingham (Kent)...... 
Glastonbury & Street ......A2 
Glossop ‘ 
Gloucester 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of a2 
Goes ak A2 








soTook} sana usvensiuuebouesknce A 
Gosport A 
Grantham MB A 
Gravesend A 
Grays Thurrock UD Area...A 

A 
A 
A 





Great Yarmouth .......... 
Grimsby CB. ........... 
Grimsby RD (part) .. aes 
Guildford District ............ A2 


Halesowen MB ............... A 
Maitax CB ...cce 
Halstead ...... 
Haresfield .. 
Harlow ... 
Harpenden .. 
Harrogate MB... 
Hartlepool B ... 
Harwell 
Harwich 
Haslemere . 
Hastings ........... 
Hatfield (Herts) . 
Rea 
Haywards Heath . 
Heanor UD ........... 
Hemel Hempstead ..... 
Henley-on-Thames 
Hereford 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of... 
BRUNER: Scscndssavsnsecseunee 
Hertford ..... 
Hexham RD . 
Hexham UD . 














Heywood .......... 

Higham Ferrers MB 
High Wycombe ...... 
Hinckley UD .... 
Hitchin ........ 


Hoddesdon .. i 
— see e 
BROEICY, ncsscosenee ae 
ical UD ose 
Horsham ......... saiedlan 
RRORWECR onnescness aA 
a CE. JA 
ceakacesubabeuse oe 
salle - 
Huntingdon (Staffs) Lsversesecsal A 
BIR ORESTNNIB. scssscconccocense A 
Ilkley UD... A 


Ipswich ........ 
Isle of Sheppey 
Isle of Thanet... 











Isle of Wight ... ose 
eer A2 
PE © viicnssscsnctiiscecoseet A 
Keighley MB. .........cc.ccses. A 
aa 


Kenilworth UD.... 
Kettering MB ....... 
Keynsham 
Kidderminster MB. 
Kingskerswell 

King’s Lynn ... 
Kingsteignton ... 
RPOMIIEUIN oioccsevescntsccce 
Knaresborough UD 
Knutsford 


p>zPPssssy 


> 


CIE Sisicnascontssecenscancsy 
Leamington MB.... 
Leatherhead ....... 
Leeds CB ........ 
Leek UD ........ 
Leicester CB 
Leighton Buzzard . 
Leiston 
Leominster 
Letchworth ............ 


PRN=P PPD 


been cota tos 





Town Grade. 


RON ove cicceasccscaccuesanvese A2 
Lichfield MB 
Lincoln CB ... 
Liskeard _....... 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool ...... . 
PANGUGDO |... .cs0csercsses tours Al 
Llanelly (incl. Llanelly RD) f: 
Llanfairfechan . 









Llangollen ....... "A? 
London ..... wee 
Long Eaton . aes 
BNE ise ek stone denon nes <aan 
Loughborough MB 
PORTA IIS csucsccscncess sl 
Lowestoft wat 
LORtOM 1. asia 
Ludlow MB .. ..A2 


Ludlow RD .. 
Luton 







Lyme Regis ......... ke 
Lyneham (Devon) . .A2 
EMMI! comcnsiccacvosecnsces¥oe A 
ARCRIOONEI oc iscccccescvatens A 
Maidenhead oo 
Maidstone ...... wine 
Maldon (Essex) .Al 
PRM RIED: oc cvveccccccesscesoes A 
Malton UD ... . A2 
Malvern UD .. soa stl 
POOIET on cccscccsesececcsces A 
Manningtree ....... Al 


Mansfield MB 
March 
PRN 505 sis cucaneestnes® A2 
Market Harborough RD...AI 
Market Harborough UD ...A 
Market Rasen UD............ A2 
WIBELOGK, .scceceesc0cs ea 
Maryport ....... 
Matlock UD . Re 
EEE 
Melton Mowbray UD ...... Al 
Merionethshire ....... ud 
Merthyr 
Mexborough UD .. 
Middlesbrough CB .. 
Middleton 
Middlewich 
Mildenhall _.......... 
Milford Haven UD . 
Minehead 
Monmouth—Borough of...Al 


















Monmouthshire............... Al 
Morecambe _...... eee 
Moreton Valence .. my 4 
BE cc ancéctconcsassasdivekanc’ A 
ea A 
Morpeth RD . ih 
Ee A2 
Nantwich _....... a 
Neath & Valley . a 
TIOORD vs sin eeesonscis uA 
Newark MB.. aA 
ce. ee ame 
Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District ....... Al 
Newmarket ............. ws 


Newport, Mon. ... 
Newport Pagneil 

Newquay 
Newton Abbot ... 
Normanton UD 
Northallerton District 
Northallerton UD 
Northampton CB . 
North Shields ....... 
North Walsham 
Northwich 
Norton Radstock .. 
Norwich 
Nottingham CB .... 
Nuneaton MB 








SINT kncisnsccesevssced A2 
Oakham UD : 
Okehampton 
Oldham 
Ongar 
Ormskirk 
Ossett & Horbury 
Oswestry 
Oundle UD . 
Oxford 
Oxted 









Padstow 
Paignton 
_ ae 





Town. Grade. 


Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
ford Haven) .... ...A2 

Penmaenmawr 

Penrith UD ..... 

Penzance A2 

Peterborough, Soke of — 
ern Regional portion) . 





IE asccincssviastocnvene es 
Pickering .A2 
Plymouth vai 












Pontefract MB ..... an 
Pontypool & District .........A 
Pontypridd District eosin 
POPTUNCAWE — ciscccccsennress Rey 
Portishead... A 
Portland Bill .. 1 
Portsmouth .... | 
Port Talbot ove 
PI viens anvousencsensaunan A 
Princetown... .A2 
UEC Y NUR ois ccsccucossentees A 
PUIBGIOURN on... ccccssvesess A2 
Radnorshire, County of {fA2 
MERRIE 2 ccs cacdacscescosces A2 
Raunds UD. oe 
Rayleigh ..... wt 
Reading hl 
Redcar B ..... obs 
ROGCNCH UD. ........cccsccesse A 
Redhill & Reigate ..... oe 
Rhondda Valley ........ <coe 
Richmond B (Yorks) .........A 
Ripon MB ................ ove 
Rochdale ..... Seaee 
Rochester ! 


Ross-on- -Wye ie 
Rossendale Valley 
Rotherham CB . 
Royston 

Rugby MB 
Rugeley UD .......... 
RUSNGEN WD 2... ..sccccenseec A 


Saffron Walden 
St. Albans 
St. Austell ...... ; 
St. Helens 
St. Neots 
Salisbury City 
Salisbury Plain 










ee rer roe 
Sawbridgeworth ... 
Saxmundham stnceieee 
Scarborough MB........ een 
Scunthorpe MB ........ rr 
Seaford & Newhaven. A2 
CU  -icacsccrskenes A 
SOVENOGKS «005050 ai 
Shaftesbury ........ .A2 
Sheerness ...... .A2 


Sheffield MB .... 


Shepton Mallet .. .A2 
Sherborne . cae 
SIDIEY — ssveweesceae see 
Shoeburyness 

SUMIPONA occ ceccssasecs 


Shrewsbury MB ... 
Sirhowy Valleys ... 
Sittingbourne ....... 
Skegness UD ... 
Skipton UD... < 
8 ere 
Slough, Windsor 
District 
Smethwick CB ... 










Snittisham ......... ae 
NE TD vescnscancsnsscvecsss A 
Somerset, County of......fA2 
Southampton and 

Eastleigh ......... uowaenced A 
Southend-on-Sea _ Dist....... A 
ING soc vsscicensceoceresnes A 
South Shields CB . one 
Southwold _........ A2 


Spalding UD .... 
Stafford MB....... Rs 
SOS. 5 oeteicnss sau 
Stamford MB . 
Stantonwick ..... A 
Stevenage ... <scle 
Stockport ......:- ve scele 
Stockton RD ......... <a 
Stockton-on-Tees B... A 
Stoke-on-Trent CB ... A 
Stoke Orchard ..... 
Stourbridge MB .... 
Stourport UD ....... 
Stowmarket 
Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A 
Stroud (RD Area) Al 
Sunderland CB .... 
Sunningdale 





Labourers, 3s. 64d. {Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day 


‘Women’s RaTes.—In all — throughout the country the rate of wages a women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 14d. per hour. Women engaged on work other that 
hour. 


craft processes, 2s. 94d. per 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 668 
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Town. 
Sutton Coldfield MB 


Swadlincote UD , 
Swaff ham 





Sentsen Pe 
Swindon District 
Swinton UD ...., 
Tamworth MB 
Taunton 
Tavistock 
Tenterden 
Teignmouth 
Tewkesbury ... 
Thames Haven 
Thetford ......... 
Thirsk RD 
Thorpe Bay : 
Thurrock UDC Area. 

, North of to ie 





Tilbury 
Todmorden MB. 
Tonbridge ...... 
Torquay 
Totnes 
Tring 
Trowbridge 
OURO: ce cscciees 
Tunbridge Wells 
Tynemouth CB ........ 








Ulverston ..... ce 
Uppingham (Sd alop) . 
Uttoxeter RD 
Uttoxeter UD.. 





Wakefield CB . 
Wakefield RD ..... 












Wallsall CB... : ; 
Wallsend B .. A 
Walsden ........... 4 
Walton-on-Naze- 

i eee 4 
Warminster i 
Warrington ..... vA 
Warwick MB ............04 
Wednesbury MB............ A 
Wellingborough UD .......4 
Wellington UD . A 
Wellington (Somerset) ...42 
Wells (Norfolk) ......00..42 
Wells (Somerset) A) 
CPOYNE a cisnsess cassaaces A 


Welwyn Gar City Rie A 





West Bromwich CB........A 
Westbury esiveoapecliel 
Westcliff-on-Sea vescccc0A 
Westerham ...... cant 


West Hi artlepool (GB ccccucch 
Westmorland (except 
a) ee 
Weston-super- Mare .... 
Weybridge ene 
Weymouth (including Port. 
land Bill, excluding Port 
land Stoneyards) .... 
Whitby UD 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven ... 
Whitley & Monkseaton UD i 
Whitstable and District ..A) | 
Wickford . vol | 
WHOS: <csc0saee adel 
Wigan 
Wigton ... 
Wilmslow ...... 
Wilts. County of. 
Wimborne ....... 
Wincanton 
Winchester ....... 
Windermere ...... 
Wisbech . E 
Witham ..... 
Withernsea U D. 
WVORINS scctscssne 
Wokingham : 
Wolverhampton CBr. 
Wolverton District . 
Woodbridge 
Woodhall Spa UD .. 
Woodstock 
Worcester CB ... 
Workington ...... 
Worksop MB .. 
Worthing . ” 
Wrexham (incl. Cefn).......A 
Wroughton ws 
WYlRE. «060.0008: 
Wymondham 























Yate 
baa enol 
York me 
ke Bei : 


s. 1d; § 


receive § 


mn mY I 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ColD APPOINTMENT 

The Board of Trade announce that the 
President has appointed Mr. A. Everett Jones 
to be a member of the Council of Industrial 


Design. 
EMPLOY MENT IN BUILDING 


There was a seasonal] increase of 14,000 
in the number employed in building and 
contracting work during August, the figure at 
the end of that month being 1,482,000 
according to an analysis of the employment 
situation prepared by the Ministry of 


Labour. 
COUNCIL TO LEASE LAND 


In the face of strong opposition, Southport 
Town Council has decided to lease certain 
land to provide building plots for private 
enterprise housing. The opposition was 
based on the grounds that there was still an 
urgent need for houses to let, and that the 
Council should not lease land to private en- 
terprise when it has been acquired by com- 
pulsory powers. 


FAS VISIT 


On September 28 the London Branch of 
the Faculty of Architects and Surveyors 
were the guests of the Shell-Mex and BP 
Petroleum companies at their Isle of Grain 
refineries. A party of members, amongst 
whom was the president, Mr. N. James 
Rushton, was conducted round the installa- 
tion and entertained to lunch. The working 
of the installation and the construction of 
the plant and machinery was described in 
detail. 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have issued a circular(no.52/55) 
containing advice directed at removing 
difficulties regarding improvement grants 
which some local authorities have en- 
countered. More than three-quarters of the 
housing authorities in England and Wales are 
giving improvement grants. The Minister 
hopes that the remaining authorities will re- 
view their policy, since he considers that these 
grants can be of the utmost value in preserv- 
ing older houses and improving living con- 
ditions, 


OUT-OF-DATE HOUSING 


The British people as a race were ex- 
tremely conservative in the type of house 
they would build, said Mr. K. Male, county 
planning officer, when he spoke to the 
Cheshire branch of the Council for the Pre- 
servation of Rural Eng'and at Chester on 
October 1. Nothing wrong in building 
bungalows and two-storey houses in a row 
was perceived by some local authorities, and 
others turned their faces against contem- 
porary design in houses. Me hoped that the 
inflictions on the countryside in the name 
of Progress, such as overhead electric cables, 
television masts and atomic energy stations, 
was only a temporary phase and that the 
countryside would be preserved from worse 
effects as time went on. Mr. Male added 
that Cheshire had agreed to sites for ten 
thousand houses for Manchester’s needs and 
Investigations were going on for another 


fourteen thousand for Manchester’s overspill 
Population. 
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VISIT TO SPAIN 


The Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers have arranged a 14-day 
official visit to Spain next year in the second 
half of May. The main centres to be visited 
will be Madrid, Barcelona and the Costa 
Brava. 


CONCRETE ROAD CONSTRUCTION 


We have been asked by the Institution of 
Civil Engineers to make it clear that the 
paper on the construction of concrete roads 
reproduced in our issue of September 23 
(page 528) was given at a meeting of the 
Cement and Concrete Association, who were 
merely given accommodation for their 
meeting by the Institution of Civil Engineers. 


TCPA CONFERENCE 


The national conference of the Town and 
Country Planning Association will take piace 
on December 1 and 2 at County Hall, 
Westminster, SE1. The conference is being 
held for the specific purpose of considering 
communications and their impact on town 
planning, and how far present conditions 
are in tune with current needs. 


CONVERSION EXAMPLE 


Liverpool Corporation housing committee 
has iastructed the City Architect and Hous- 
ing Director to prepare plans and make 
recommendations regarding a conversion 
house which is to be thrown open to public 
inspection when completed. This scheme 
is based on the suggestion by the Ministry 
for altering and improving some of the 
older type of houses in the city and to show 
the public what can be done in that direction 
by comparatively small expenditure. 


KENT HOUSING POSTPONED 


East Ashford RDC have “deferred in- 
definitely ” an 11-house building scheme for 
the village of Challock, owing to the appar- 
ent impossibility of obtaining acceptable 
tenders and to the recent increase of the rate 
of interest on loans. Earlier this year the 
Council accepted a tender for the houses, 
but their recommendation was turned down 
by the Minister. The Council then con- 
sidered building prefabricated houses on the 
site, but after an inspection, decided to ad- 
here to their decision to build traditional 
types, and instructed their officers to nego- 
tiate for lower prices. The decision to defer 
was made after the announcement of the 
further increase in interest rates. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. Owen .AISHER, chairman of the Marley Tile 
Co., Ltd., sailed to New York in the Queen Elizabeth 
on October 6. He will make a five-weeks’ business 
tour of America and Canada. Two other Marley 
directors accompanying him on the journey are his 
son, Mr. Owen AISHER, JNR., and his brother, Mr. 
JacK AISHER. 


Following the recent appointment of Mr. RIcHARD 
McCuL!OUGH as managing director of Lumenated 
Ceilings, Ltd. (a subsidiary of Thermotank, Ltd.) the 
company announce two further board appointments. 
Mr. I. D. Cameron, who has joined the board as 
technical director, was previously technical manager, 
a position he has held since the company’s inception 
last year, Mr. Donato McCuttouGH is another 
newcomer to the board. The London office of 
Lumenated Ceilings, Ltd., has now moved to Alliance 
House, Caxton-st., SWI. (Tel.: Abbey 7113). 

Radiation Group Sales, Ltd., announce the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Eric Be't INGHAM (at present director 
general of the Coal Utilisation Council) as general 
manager of their solid fuel sales division. Mr. Bel- 
lingham takes up his new appointment on November 
1, and his headquarters will be at 7, Stratford-pl.. WI. 

Mr. Rosert W. Brown. has been appointed 
Northern Area sales manager of the Penmaenmawr 
and Welsh Granite Co., Ltd. He has been succeeded 
as senior sales representative in North Wales by Mr. 
O. GLYN Jones. 


‘ber 3, 1955, 3a, Little Ch 





NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 

Frank Studwell & Son, Ltd.  (554196.) Regd. 


September 3, 1955, 11, Upper Millergate. Bradford. 
Bidrs., contractors, etc. iom cap.: £3,000. Dir.: 


F. Studwell. 

Greenwood-Smith, Ltd. (554201.) Regd. Septem- 
ber 3, 1955, 91, Regent-st., Wl. Bldrs., contractors, 
ec. Nom. cap.: £1,000. ir.: F. Greenwood. 

Hicks & Johnson, Ltd. (554205.) Regd. Septem- 

urch-st., Rugby. Bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: C. B. Hicks. 

Waddington Builders, Ltd. (554222.) Regd. 


September 3, 1955, Borough-chbrs., Fir Vale-rd., 
Bournemouth. Nom. cap.: £F,000 Dir.: Emily 
Waddington. 

Wembley Properties, Ltd. (554224.) Regd. 
September 3, 1955, 295, WHarrow-rd., Wembley, 
Middx. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. 
Ladsky. 


Western Builders (Hayle), Ltd. (554237.) Regd. 
September 3, 1955. Nom. cap.: £1, Dir.: J. 
Hagan, Tralee, Gwithian-rd., Hayle 


Ambrose H. Alicorn, Ltd. (554241.) Regd. 
September 3, 1955, 295, MHarrow-rd., Wembley, 
Bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £15,000. 
Dir.: Ambrose H. Allcorn. 

Bethesda Square Co., Ltd. (554243.) Regd. 
September 5, 1955, The Salerooms, Bethesda-sq., 
Blackpool, Lancs. Bidrs. and contractors, etc 


Nom cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. W. Peate. 

Robery (Builders), Ltd. (554263.) Regd. Septem- 
ber 5, 1955, High-st., Wickham, Kent. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. H. C. Robery. 

Homeville Builders, Ltd. (554355.) Regd. Septem- 
ber 7, 1955, 421, Commonside East, Mitcham, 
Surrey. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: E. Grahame. 

A. Stanley & Son (Maidenhead), Ltd. (554378.) 
Regd. September 8, 1955. Bidrs., contractors and 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 


decorators, genl. engrs., etc. 
Dir.: A. Stanley. 

A. Askam & Son, Ltd. (554418.) Regd. Septem- 
ber 9, 1955. Bldr. and contractor. Nom. cap.: 
£11,000. Dir.: F. Askam, Ferrybridge-rd., Pontefract. 

S. M. Saunders Marun (Contractors) & Co., Ltd. 
(554494.) Regd. September 10, 1955. 24/5, Old 
Steine, Brighton, I. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: R. H. Martin. 

T. R. Alexander, Ltd. (554533.) Regd. September 
12, 1955. 90, Wardour-st., Wl. Bidrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: T. R. Alexander. 

A. H. Anderson, Ltd. (554503.) Regd. September 
12, 1955. To design, construct and manage or erect 
buildings, public works, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. 
Dirs. to be appointed by subs. Sub: R. E. Wilson, 
40. St. Pauls-av,, Kenton, Middx. (clk.). 

Huyton Properties, Ltd. (554515.) Regd. Septem- 


ber 12, 1955. 3, Berkeley-sq., Wl. Bi'drs. and con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Permt. dir.: T. W. 
Greenhalgh. 

George Hicks & Sons, Ltd. (554539.) Regd. 
September 13, 1955. Bldrs. and contractors. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dirs. to be appointed by subs. Sub.: 


S. A. B. Hicks, Tintagel, Broadway East, Carlton, 
Notts. 

Haywards & Co. (Liverpool), Ltd. (554542.) Regd. 
September 13, 1955. 131. Windsor-st., Liverpool, 8. 
Bidrs., Nom. cap.: £3,000. Permt. dir.: 
P. H. M. Willan. 

Cross Agency, Ltd. (554665.) Regd. September 15, 


1955. Heybridge. nr. Maldon. Essex. Public works 
contractors and civil engrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
J. F. Dempsey. 


” Phillip Wainhouse Builders, Ltd. (554634.) Regd. 
September 15, 1955. 1. Bridge-st.. York. Bildr., 
decorator, contractor and sanitary engr. Nom. cap.: 


£1.000. Permt. dir.: P. Wainhouse. 
Pickerings’ Decorations, Led. (554635.) Reed. 
September 15, 1955. 9, Cavendish-sq.. WI. Bidrs.. 


decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: H. T. 


Smith. 


W. M. M. Alexander, Ltd. (554717.)_ Read. 
September 16, 1955. 55b, Oxford-st., Weston-supes- 
Mare. Bldrs., contractors and decorators. etc. Nom. 
cap.: £6,000. Dir.: W. M. M. Alexander. 

E. D. Williams & Sons. Ltd. (554762.) Regd. 
September 17, 1955. 65, High-st.. Runcorn. Bidrs., 


etc. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir.: P. A. E. Williams. 

Hartland House Building Co., Ltd. (554766.) 
Reed. September 17, 1955. 1. Guildtall-chbrs., 31/4, 
Basinghall-st., — Nom. cap.: 000 Dirs.: 
H. R. Watson, Senr. 

Southwick & Herd. Ltd. (554769.) Reed. Septem- 
ber 17, 1955. 84. Belleville-rd., SWI1. Genl. b'dg. 
and civil engrg. rm etc. Nom. cap.: 000. 
Dir.: Mrs. A. Southwick. 

'E. A. M. Witliams (Fu'ham), Ltd. (554783.) Regd. 

September 19, 1955. L.M.R. Railway Goods Yard, 
Seagrave-nd., Fu'ham. SW6. Roofing slating and 
tiling contrs. and specialists, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 
Dir: E. A. M. Williams. 
DE S. J. Jones, Ltd. (554784.) Read. September 
19, 1955. Mid'and Bank-chbdrs., Hich-st.. Weston- 
super-Mare. Bldg. contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 
Dir.: E. S. }. Jones. 

James Fallowfield & Co., Ltd. (554788.) Regd. 
September 19, 1955. 117,’ Beedell-ave., Westcliff-on- 
Sea, Essex. _ Bldrs. > aaa etc. Nom. cap.: 
590. Dir.: J. Fa'lowfield. 

Cole (1955 Barnsbury), Ltd. _(554801.) 
Read. September 19. 1955. 127, Offord-rd., Barns- 
bury. NI. B'drs., decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. 
Dir.: T. N. Cole. 
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[From Our Own Correspondents] 

* BRITISH EAST AFRICA .—The 
Uganda Bui.ding Societies Ordinance was 
passed during June: during the debate the 
Chief Secretary said that the Protectorate 
would be faced in the years to come with 
the need for a great deal of urban housing. 
There were no building societies operating 
at present in the Protectorate, but a society 
in Rhodesia might extend its operations to 
Uganda under the provisions of the Ordi- 
nance. ... A firm of consulting engineers 
are conducting surveys into the possibility 
of a large-scale irrigation project in the Lake 
Province of Tanganyika, using-the raised 
level of Lake Victoria eaused by the con- 
struction of the Owen Falls Dam. 
Following a decision to concentrate more on 
irrigation, and expansion of the department 
the name of the Tanganyika Water Depart- 
ment has been changed to the Water and 
Irrigation Department. Staff are being 
sent to study irrigation techniques in Ceylon, 
and the recruitment of experts in Ceylon and 
in the Sudan is being negotiated. A central 
designs and hydrological station is to be con- 
structed near Dar es Salaam. 

The East African Road Federation have 
published a nine-point policy statement 
which includes the establishment of a Direc- 
torate of Road Transport under the East 
Africa High Commission, the establishment 
of road authorities independent of the Public 
Works Department in each territory, the 
raising of loans to finance road building, and 
the development of greater mileages of bitu- 
minised roads to a moderate standard rather 
than short lengths of high-class highways. 

Makerere College in Uganda is to 
receive a grant of £1im. from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds to help 
finance a development plan to quadruple the 
number of students to 2,100 over 15 years. 
The college has received also a grant of 
£70,000 from the Nuffield Foundation for 
research into tropical swamps, and to estab- 
lish a centre of educational research for East 
Africa. 

CUBA.—Plans for a new refinery at 
Santiago, Cuba, to be built by the Texaco 
Company, have now received official sanc- 
tion. The refinery will be built on the west 
side of Santiago Bay. It will cost $14m. 
and include the construction of a 1,000-foot 
mole for tankers. .. . A concession has been 
granted to the Shell Company of Cuba for 
the drainage of an area bordering on 
Havana harbour and the construction of an 
embankment and a mole for loading. 

Extensive dredging and deepening of 
Havana harbour is about to be undertaken 
by the Ministry of Public Works. It is 
planned to build a canal on the east side of 
the harbour linking it with the port of Coji- 
mer to assist the circulation of the water. 
_. . Other plans under consideration are for 
the erection of a block of 25 storeys 
to house the economic institutions created 
by the present regime; construction of a new 
Presidential palace; construction at a cost of 
$2m. of a new palace of medicine of 21 
storeys to house the colleges of medicine, the 
blood bank and the offices of the medical 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. 


. Tenders are to be 


retirement fund. 
invited for work on the projected Hana- 
banilla hydro-electric plant near Cienfuegos. 


DOMINICA .—A $5m. luxury hotel with 


300 rooms, swimming pool, beach bun- 
galows, and night club facilities is to be built 
in Cuidad Trujillo. 

GREECE.—The programme of public 
works to be carried out in Greece in the 
next fiscal year provides for an expenditure 
of 197.7m. dinars for various projects. Flood 
control works on the River Evros and irriga- 
tion works on the Axios, Aliakmon and 
Acheloos rivers, and others, are said to com- 
prise in all the biggest land improvement 
schemes yet undertaken in Greece. The 
programme also provides 262m. dinars for 
communications, mainly road and bridge 
construction and maintenance, 8m. dinars 
for harbour works and 55m. dinars for the 
Glyki aquaduct and drainage works in 
Athens. 


HONG KONG.—It is reported that a new 
four-storey building is to be erected for the 
US Consulate General in Hong Kong, 
adjacent to their present Consulate in 
Garden-road. .. . Another building known as 
Fung House is to be erected next to the new 
Chinese General Chamber of Commerce in 
Connaught-road facing the harbour. This 
building, which will cost about £125,000, 
will be of 12 storeys. 

The new technical college which is being 
planned by the Chinese Manufacturers’ 
Union will cost about £125,000. It is re- 
ported that it will occupy an area of some 
im. sq. ft., and will consist of four four- 
storey engineering blocks, five rows of work- 
shops and warehouses. 

KUWAIT.—A _ plan’ for’ a __ large 
“religious institute’ is being considered by 
the Kuwait Development Board. This 
building is envisaged as having 40 rooms, an 
auditorium, a reading-room, a library, an 
art studio, a mosque, a caféteria and an 
administrative building. . . . The Inspector 
General of Public Works has indicated that 
new buildings for certain government 
departments, the building of an airport, 
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the south. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA —A Eurafricay 
warehouseman, Mr. Ronald Snapper, Plans 
to build Southern Rhodesia’s first hotel jg 
Salisbury for the exclusive use of Asiatcs 


development of port facilities, and the Shatt 
Al-Arab water scheme are the items on u, 
development programme to be tackled next 
. Preparations are also being made fy, 
the building of Kuwait’s first indoor Cinem, 
by the Kuwait National Cinema Company 


PERSIA.—A French firm (Interetud) 
German firm (F. W. Kochs), and an Amer. 
can firm (Lichfield, Whiting, Panero Severn 
and Associates) have been appointed as COn- 
sultants for municipal development in Per, 
They will plan and supervise the COnstructio, 
of schools, hospitals, town Planning and 
provision of water and electricity, qh, 
French company will be _ responsible for 
north-west Persia ; the German company fy; 
north-east, and the American company fy 
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and coloured people, and have it ready for 


occupation for next year. 


cost £37,000. 
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The hotel wilj | Jat 


Later Mr. Snapper plans t) | Au 


form a company and to build similar hotels | 


in Bulawayo and Ndola. 


--. A £t textile 


factory is planned for Salisbury, 
TRINIDAD.—A committee of the Carib. 
bean Commission, meeting at their head- 
quarters in Trinidad, have recommended that 
a conference should be held in November, 
1956, on Town and Country Development in 


the Caribbean Area. 


The committee was 


composed of representatives of Great Britain 
France, Holland, and USA, and the aims and 


objectives of 


the conference 


have been 


defined as: To discuss the réle of planning 
in a development programme; the rile of 
town and country planning in influencing the 
flow and scope of migratory movements 
between rural and urban areas; planning 
legislation; organisational set-up for plan- 
ning; method of planning; training for plan. 
ning at various levels; aided self-he}p tech- 
niques in planning programmes. 

It is intended that each country participat- 
ing should prepare a brief statement on each 
item on the agenda, and it is hoped a number 
of observers will be present from all inter- 


ested bodies. 


Caribbean Commission, 
Maraval, 


Kent House, 


The Secretary-General of the 
Mr. DeVrient, of 
Port 


of Spain, 


, qu 
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ASWAN DAM SCHEME 





The Egyptian Government has signed a 
preliminary agreement with the firm of Sir 
Alexander Gibb and Partners to act as con | 
sulting engineers for the High Dam project at 


Aswan. 


Dr. Mohammed Selim, secretary-general of 


the National 
October 6, 


that the 


Production Council, said, on 
agreement 


had been 


reached during recent talks in England. Re- 


presentatives of the company would soon be | 
visiting Egypt for the conclusion of the final 


agreement. 


The High Dam is expected to cost. £209m., 
of which 45 per cent. 


foreign capital. 


must be found in 
It will be built of granite 


and will contain 17 times as much masonry 
as the Pyramid at Cheops. Its future depends | 
largely upon agreement with the Sudan on 
the use of Nile waters, for the building of the 


dam would flood 
Sudanese territory. 


substantial portions of 


Dr. Selim has stated than an international 
body of consultants would be retained asa | 
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“higher body ” than Sir Alexander Gibb and 

partners. “ We want to draw on experience 

from all over the world. There will be con- 
tractors from many countries. 


INSULATING MATERIAL 

+p, W. Custer Pty., Ltd., 213 Murray- 
street, Perth, Australia, wish to obtain an 
Australia-wide ageay on behalf of a 
United Kingdom manufacturer of insulating 
material suitable for cold stores, refrigera- 
tion wagons, etc. ; 

The firm consider that there is an excellent 
potential market in Western Australia for 
refrigeration materials and they would like 
to develop an agency, initially in Western 
Australia and later for the whole of the 
country. Although interested particularly in 
“ synthetic ” insulating material, they are pre- 
pared also to consider traditional insulating 
materials, such as cork, and would like to 
hear from any UK manufacturer in the insu- 
lation field who is not already represented in 
Australia. 

Manufacturers interested in this agency in- 
quiry should write, enclosing sales literature, 
to Mr. Jones of D. W. Custer Pty., Ltd., c/o 
The United Kingdom Trade Commission in 
Western Australia, Prudential Building, St. 
Georges-terrace, Perth, Western Australia. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
716, quoting ref.: ESB 17544/55. 


GYPSUM BOARD INQUIRY 

*Messrs. William C. Bond Co. Inc., 2400, 
North Howard-street, Baltimore, 11, USA, 
are interested in the possibility of purchasing 
gypsum board from the United Kingdom. 
Mr. William Bond, principal of the company, 
states that if he can obtain supplies of this 
board at a reasonable figure he will be able 
to place attractive orders, 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write by air mail direct to the Balti- 
more concern sending price lists in US 
dollars cif Baltimore, together with trade 
literature, 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext, 
716, quoting ref. ESB/21043/55S. 


CAMEROONS TIMBER AGREEMENT 

The Southern Cameroons has concluded 
an important timber agreement with the 
|-Lofor Trading, Ltd. This agreement was 
_ signed in Buea on September 29, and gives 
the Lofor Company a 21-year cencession to 
work hard woods over 170 sq. miles of forest 
in the Kumba Division north of Victoria. 

The company will export timber from 
Tiko and Victoria to the world markets as 
| part of the agreement. The company also 
agrees to establish a saw mill for the produc- 
tion of sawn timber for local consumption. 
The successful conclusion of this agreement 
has great significance for the economic de- 
velopment and prosperity of the Southern 
Cameroons, apart from the substantial di‘ect 
contribution it will make to local revenue, 
" and marks the first substantial reward for the 
government’s efforts to attract foreign capital 
| to the territory. 


| NAILS AND GALVANISED SHEETS 
*Messrs. Foster and Co., 40, Water-street, 

Georgetown, British Guiana, wish to contact 
United Kingdom manufacturers of wire nails 
' and galvanised and aluminium sheets. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 

should write direct to Messrs. Foster and 
3 Co. Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4431, 
pent. 776, quoting ref: ESB /21383/55. 
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GLEBE LAND FOR COUNCIL 
HOUSING 


Conditions Imposed by Minister 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has confirmed Meriden 
(Warwicks) Rural Council’s acquisition by 
compulsory purchase order of 14 acres of 
glebe land adjoining Corley parish church 
for the erection of 12 council houses. In 
announcing his decision he says he has care- 
fully considered the possible threat to the 
beauty of the historic church—an issue over 
which the village was “torn by feeling ”"— 
and says he sees no reason why “ the design 
and layout of council houses should not be 
undertaken in a manner worthy of the set- 
ting.” 


AN UNUSUAL STEP 


The Minister has taken the unusual step 
of asking for plans of the layout and design 
of the houses to be submitted to him for his 
formal approval. He proposes to ask the 
council “to employ a qualified and experi- 
enced a:chitect to design a scheme in keeping 
with the surroundings.” 

Meriden Council’s representative said at 
the inquiry that development of the site 
would not spoil the village’s amenities. The 
site was screened by a belt of trees from 
the church. Describing the confirmation of 
the order as “a marvellous decision” the 
Rector (Rev. C. P. Gosling) said the con- 
dition regarding the appointment of an 
architect should meet the wishes of the 
parochial church council, which at the in- 
quiry supported protests against the scheme. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


K. & L. Timpers, Ltp., are recommending the 
payment of a final dividend of 8{ per cent. actual, 
less tax, on the ordinary shares of the company for 
the year ended June 30, 1955. This dividend, 
together with the interim of 5 per cent. paid in May, 
1955, makes a total for the year of 134 per cent., 
against 12$ per cent. paid last year. 
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Telephone: CANonbury 4281 (Private Bxchange) 
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Simplified Scheme for Planning Grants 


PPHE Secretary of State for Scotland has 

issued to local planning authorities an 
explanatory memorandum outlining the new 
scheme for grants provided for in the Town 
and Country Planning (Scotland) Act, 1954. 


Under the Act of 1947, grants were pay- 
able in respect of loss incurred by the 
authority on the acquisition and clearing for 
redevelopment purposes of land, being either 
areas of extensive war damage, or areas of 
bad layout or obsolete development, or indi- 
vidual plots. Grants were also payable in 
respect of expenditure incurred by the 
authority in the payment of compensation 
under the 1947 Act. The scheme was com- 
plicated in that the grants were in some cases 
at varying rates for different periods and in 
other cases at fixed rates; in all cases the rate 
of grant was dependent on the financial 
standing of the authority. 


Under the new scheme outlined in the ex- 
planatory memorandum, grant is in all cases, 
except as respects the acquisition and clearing 
of land to use as public open spaces, to be a 
flat rate of 50 per cent, and is extended to 
cover the cost of acquiring, restoring, repair- 
ing or adapting buildings of special historic 
or architectural interest. In the case of land 
for use as public open spaces, grants up to 75 
per cent. may be paid. 


This simplified scheme, which in general 
benefits local planning authorities financially, 
will, it is hoped, encourage redevelopment 
of black spots in towns and cities. The new 
arrangements take effect as from May 16, 
1955, and regulations to give effect to them 
will shortly be made by the Secretary of 
State. 


Kilmarnock Development Plax 
Approved 


Tue Secretary of State on September 30 
approved the Development Plan for Kil- 
marnock Burgh subject to certain modifica- 
tions, including a number of amendments 
suggested by the Town Council themselves. 


The plan sets out the Town Council’s 
proposals for the development of the Burgh 
during the next 20 years, and is subject to 
amendment at five yearly intervals, or more 
frequently if necessary. It contemplates that 
with a certain influx of oversni!! nopulation 
f-om the densely populated areas of the 
Clyde Valley the Burgh’s population will 
reach 60.000 persons within that time. (Poru- 
lation at 1951 census: 42,123). 


The plan earmarks areas for housing, 
scheols, industry and a new bus station, and 
reserves a number of sites fo- publie open 
spaces. It also provides for improvements 
and re-alignments of existing roads as well 
as for the comprehensive redevelopment of 
an area at Robertson-place, comprising 


houses, shops, a nurse-y school. car park, 
public open spaces and allotments. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 

LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman'’s rate. 44 hours. 
s.. @. 

Ist % 25 44 0 
2nd ‘ o» ooF 58 8 
3rd : 50 88 0 
4th ; 664 117 4 
5th a He ee 132 0 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 

probationary period) a si - 3 SF 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) . io ee 











NEW BUILDINGS 


Dunbartonshire.—Plans are to be Prepared for 
secondary school and janitor’s house at Achamore-rd. 
Drumchapel. _ Architect. John Macnab (F), Educa- 
tion Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


Dundee.—Plans have been approved for a new fac- 
tory for the Scottish Industrial Estates, Ltd., at the 
Kinspundle site for the Astral Equipment Co., Ltd., 
36, Buchanan-st. Architects and Quantity Surveyors, 
respectively, are Allan & Friskin (F) and James Barr 
& Son, 213, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 


Edinburgh.—Plans by their architects have been 
approved for the erection of large block of offices 
for the London & Lancashire Insurance Co: ttd., 
at St. David-st. and St. Andrews-sq., East. 


Forfarshire.—Plans have been approved for T. 
Justice & Son, Ltd.. for reconstruction and additions, 
etc., to their offices and warehouses at Ward-rd., 
Whitehall-st. (est. cost £30,000). Architects and Quan- 
tity Surveyors, respectively. are: Thoms & Wilkie (F), 
121, South Tav-st.. Dundee. and James M. Dugoid 
& Co., 18, South Tay-st., Dundee. 


Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for a new three-storey 
block of buildings to be erected at 70 to 109, North- 
inch-st., Scotstoun, for Millers Insulation & Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., 5, Southpark-ter., Ann-st., Hillhead, 
Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans for new factory for The Good- 
Year Tyre Co. (Great Britain), Ltd., by the Scottish 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., 3. Woodside-pl., Woodlands- 
rd., Glasgow, at The Garscadden Industrial Estates 
have been approved. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for alterations 
and additions for Matthew White & Co., Ltd., 
Washington Cereal Mills, to be carried out at 
Washington-st., Anderson. Architect, Mangus Dun- 
can (F), 243, Eglington-st., Eglinton Toll, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for community 
centre at the Carnwadrick housing development site. 
Architect, John Macnab (F), Education Offices, Bath- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for new 
garage, alterations and additions, at Kingsburgh-gdns., 
Dowanhill. Architect. Alexander G. Lochhead (A), 
19, Sandyford-p!, Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for three 
schemes of alterations, additions and new buildings 
at Muirburn-ave., for Leslie C. Diamond: at Milton- 
st., Cowcaddens, for H. Morris & Co., Ltd.: and 
at Woodside-pl., for William D. Anderson, 14, 
Walker-st., Edinburgh. Architect, Baron Bercott (F), 
118, Blythswood-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for 24 
houses at George-st. housing site, Hamilton, at an 
est. cost of £35,235. Council A. R. D. Wyler (A), 
Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for altera- 
tions and additions by their architects for Alexander 
Stevenson & Son, Ltd., at the Greenfield Carpet 
Works, Hamilton, est. cost, £20,000. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans for the first development of 
the Burnfoot housing scheme, Airdrie, have been 
approved. Council A, Harry Shaw (F), Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Airdrie. 

Peebleshire.—Plans for a Protestant public school 
at an Innerlothian site. at an est. cost of £330.000, 
are in course of preparation. Council A, Alexander 
Anderson (F), County Architectural & Planning 
Offices, Peebles. 


Renfrewshire.—Plans prepared by their architects 
for new offices and dispatch department for Shanks 
& Co., Ltd., 189, West George-st., to be erected at 
the manufacturing buildings, Barrhead, have been 
approved. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans prepared by the architects of 
the Scottish Advisory Council are in hand for 
additions, etc., at the Renfrew Airport. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


OCTOBER 28. 
*t+Wolverhampton CB,—District fire Station, Bay 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
Previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 13. 
*+Surrey CC.—Police and Fire Brigade houses at 
Guildford. County A. 


OCTOBER 19. 
*+Birmingham City C.—43 dwellings at Malthouse 
Estate, Stoney-la., Yardley, contract 499. City A, 
Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Nov. 16. 


*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Alterations and 
conversion of premises to accommodate 24 patients 
at Longwood Hospital, Selby. Architect to the 
Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2. 2s. 
Tenders by November 9. 


OCTOBER 20. 
**Southampton CB.—Conversion work, Aster-rd. 
day nursery. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. 


OCTOBER 21. 

*+Birmingham City C.—Children’s paddling pool 
at Small Heath. General Manager, Parks Dept., 
Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Nov. 11. 

*+Dudley CB.—Classrooms, St. Joseph’s RC school, 
St. Thomas’s-st. BE. Dep. £5 5s. 


OCTOBER 22. 





*+Banstead UDC.—Extensions to civil defence 
headquarters. C. Dep. £1 Is. 

*t+tEssex CC.—Additional classrooms, South Ben- 
fleet School. County A, Chelmsford. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of Sweyne Secondary 
Grammar Technical School, Rayleigh. County A, 


Chelmsford. 
*+tEssex CC.—Erection of Theydon 
primary school. County A, Chelmsford. 
*t+Peterborough City.—26 houses, Walton 
L. H. Robjohn, City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
November 7 


Bois county 


estate. 
Tenders by 


OCTOBER 24. 
*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—District nurse’s house, 
Tennyson-ave., Sleaford. County A, Sleaford. 
Lincoln (Parts of Kesteven) CC.—Alterations and 
additions to office accommodation at County Offices, 
Sleaford. 
OCTOBER 25. 
*+Northants CC.—Adaptation and extension, heat- 


ing installation, electrical installation at  Elsden 
Lodge, Midland-rd., Wellingborough, and The 
Shrubbery, 10, Higham-rd., Rushden. County A, 
Northampton. 
OCTOBER 26. 
*+Carshalton UDC.—32 dwellings at Wrythe-la. 


C., District Council Offices, The Grove. ; 
*+Suffolk and Ipswich Fire Authority.—Erection 
of new fire station at Hadleigh. E. J. Symcox (F), 
Architect. County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by Nov. 22. 
*+Wandsworth MBC.—Three-storey block of flats 
at Charlwood-rd., Putney. TC, Municipal Bldgs. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 

Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 

Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street. W.C.2 

Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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bury-rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 29, 


*tDurham CC.—Erection of 12 schools: alteruis 
and additions to Washington Gram. Tech, 4 
supply and erection of steelwork for 10  gchos 
provision of practical room at_ Heighington 
worth Hall Special Residential Sch.; erection at 
pairs of standard police houses at 5 sites, Coy. 
A, South-st. 

OCTOBER 31. 


*Aldershot BC.—18 flats at Holly-rd. BE&S, Ty! 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 7 

*Middleton BC.—Provision and fixing of sg 
fronts to 7 shops and 5 maisonettes at Hols 
estate. Boro’ A. 7 

Wiltshire CC.—(a) Widening of Lacock Ty 
bridge, Melksham-Chippenham road, inc. impr 
ment of approaches; length 80 yds. r.c. bridge, ty 
15-ft. spans; excavation, carriageway, footpath, wi) 
ing and surface water drainage works. (b) Recs 
struction of Homanton bridge, Shrewton-Winy, 
bourne Stoke road at Shrewton, inc. realignmen; 
approaches, length 130 yds. r.c. bridge, 15-ft, 9 
excavation, carriageway, footpath, walling and ep 
face water drainage works. County S, Trowbriig 
Dep. £2 each contract. _&- 

+Wycombe RDC.—Two contracts to be carried q 
simultaneously: (a) 54,000 yds. 6-in.—39-in. concre 
spun-iron and stoneware pipe sewers, manholes, ¢: 
3,000 yds. 4-in.—10-in. spun-iron pumping mains, x 
sewage pumping and ejector stations. (b) Sen 


disposal works at Little Marlow—construction 
comminutor chambers, sedimentation tanks, 
colating filters, humus tanks, s!udge drying bei 


pumping stations and sludge, top water and effi 

pipes. D. Balfour. & Sons, cons. engrs., |) 

Victoria-st.. SW1. Dep. £10 each contract. 
NOVEMBER I. 

*Chelmsford BC.—139 garages on_ various estils 
BE&S, Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s 


*tWest Sussex CC.—New special day sch 
Chichester. County A, Chichester. 
NOVEMBER 2. 

Sheppey RDC.—Construction of three pumpy 


stations, 6,116 lin. yds. 6—12-in. stoneware seit 
manholes, etc.; 3.345 lin. yds. 8-in. and 6-in. roy 
mains, etc., at Leysdown, Warden and_ Eastch 
FE. F. Brading, engr., 395, Minster-rd., Mise 
Sheerness. Dep. £5. 


NOVEMBER 3._ oa 
Shipston-on-Stour RDC.—1.000 lin. yds Gin, & 
salt glazed ware sewers, construction of manhels 
small pumping station and part of sewage Aispes 
works at Ilmington. Council’s S. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 4. — 
Drayton RDC.—Laying of 21,400 lin. yds. asbees 
cement water mains, 3-in.—6-in. dia., construction 








H + 5 ation ident 
umping station, booster station and inci h 
can. A. ii. Waters & Ptnrs., engrs., -§ 
Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 


*Gt. Yarmouth CB.—60 houses at Magdaien (i 


lege estate. Gorleston (development No. 27). iy 
Town Hall. : 9 

Ipswich CBC.—Three-pump pumping _ station 
Bixley-rd., including excavation for and construtie 
of r.c. structure (22 ft. below ground), brickw 
superstructure, ancillary drainage works and demise 
tion of existing pumping station. BS. 19. Towersl 
Dep. £3 3s : : A 

*Leatherhead UDC.—52 dwellings in three stoi) 
Ashstead. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. each group. p 


NOVEMBER 5._ an 

Hawarden RDC.—Provision, laying and jointing! 
2.000 lin. yds. 9-in. and 6-in. dia. concrete PF 
sewers with manholes; also construction of Ley 
sewage disposal works, etc., near Caergwrie. Elis 
and Brown, Council’s cons. engrs., Stanley How 


Pelham-rd.. Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s all 
*§offron Walden RDC.—20 flats and 20 maisontsy 
at Stansted Mountfitchet. C. Council Offs 
Debden-rd. @ 
NOVEMBER 7. co. 
Worcester City C.—New children’s swimming 
at Sansome-walk. City E&S, 22. Bridge-st. 
£3 3s. ee 


NOVEMBER 9. J 

*Esher UDC.—Four flats, Windmill-close, le 

Ditton. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

*Godalming BC.—Stores 

BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. . 

*Wembley BC.—Public conveniences at 
Kingsbury-rd. BE&S, Town Hall. 


NOVEMBER 10. ‘ od 
*Martley RDC.—6 bungalows at Alfrick, Worry 
E. J. Turner, 1, The Tything, Worcester. Dep. 2° 


NOVEMBER 11. : 
*Southport CB.—3 houses at Marshside-rd. B 
A & Town Planning Officer’s Dept., 
Dep. £2 2s. 
*Tyldesley UDC.—Shelter, Bullcroft, Astley. 
Dep. £1 Is. 
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Ps fac 12, 
*Cardiganshire -—Extensions at Aberporth CP 
~ near Cardigan. County A, County Hall, 
| Aberayron. Dep. £2 2s. . 

*Cardiganshire CC.—New Infants’ Sch. at Pen- 
§ u, Aberystwyth. County A, County Hall; 
Aberayron. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 14. 

*Cuckfield RDC.—24 dwellings, Turners Hill. A. 
Hutchings, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Dep. £2 2s. . 

*Malvern UDC.—{1) Erection of 22 “‘C”’ type 
houses at Pound Bank estate; (2) 22 “‘C’’ type 
houses at Hilton-rd. estate. & Water E, The 
Council House. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 


" Somerset CC.—New bridge in r.c., 160 ft. long and 


60 ft. wide, supported on piers and abutments 
carried by in-situ piling, over River Parrett at 
Bridgwater. Works include box culvert, subway and 
low approach retaining walls. L. G. Mouchel & 
Ptnrs., Ltd., cons. civil engrs., 38, Victoria-st.. SW1. 


Dep. £5. 
NOVEMBER 16. 

*Harrow Boro’.—Convenience, Headstone Manor 
recreation ground. BE&S. Dep. £2. 

DECEMBER 5. 

Leeds City C.—Supply, erection and maintenance 
of two electrically driven vertical borehole-type centri- 
fugal pumps with combined total capacity of 6 million 
galls. a day, comptete with motors and switchgear, at 
Headingley Waterworks. Gen. Mgr. & Engr. 


NO DATE. 
*Croydon CR.—131 dwellings at Lodge-la., New 
Addington. BE. 
Tunbridge Wells BC.—Alterations and extensions 


to Fiveways conveniences. BS, Town Hall. Dep 
7 2s. 
PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 
OCTOBER 31. 
*tWest Riding CC.—Installation of hot -water 
heating. Castleford Girl’s Modern School. County 
A, Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd.. Wakefield. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by November 7. 
NO DATE. 
*Plymouth City C.—Materials for 120 houses 


City E. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Hammersmith.—SITE AcgQuisition.—LCC Ed. 
Com. recommend that premises in Cambridge-gr. be 
acquired for use as part of a site of about 1} acres 
for early redevelopment by the erection of a school 
for 80 educationally sub-normal children. 

Kensington.—Air TERMINAL.—Application has been 
made to LCC by British European Airways Corpora- 
tion for planning permission to construct phase 1 
of, a permanent steel and concrete raft over the 
tailway trucks at the rear of Nos. 116-156, Cromwell- 
rd., and to erect a temporary air terminal. Perma- 
nent planning permission is sought for the steel and 
concrete decking, and permission for a period of 
five years for the temporary building, which would 
be eventually replaced by a permanent air terminal on 
the site. Kensington RBC have recommended that 
approval in principle be given to the use of the site 
for an air terminal, and have recommended that 
outright planning permission be given for the 
construction of the steel and concrete decking over 
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the railway tracks at road level. However, they are 
completely opposed to the air terminal being used 
as a helicopter landing station until sufficient 
silencing of the machines has been achieved. The 
architects for the scheme are Sir John Burnet, Tait 
and Ptnrs.. PRIBA. 10, Bedford-sq., WCI. 
London—LCC Scuoors BurtpiInc.—The following 
projects have been approved by M. of E. for inclusion 
in the 1956-57 education building programme:— 
County secondary schools: On site at Abbey 
:Wood housing estate (Woolwich East), est. cost 
£399,168; extension of Haverstock school (St. Pancras 
North), est. cost £116.000: Shoreditch schoo! at 
og House site, first stage (Shoreditch and Fins- 
ury), est. cost £333.760: one site in Risinghill-st. 
(Shoreditch and Finsbury). est. cost £300.000; on site 


not yet approved at i 

£320 408. p at Tooting, snsiaaiaes est. cost 
Voluntary secondary schools: RC school in Camber- 

well 'New-rd. (Camberwell, Peckham). est. cost 


£158,227; RC school at East-la. area (Bermondsev) 
=. cost £150,800; CE school at Camden Town (St. 
ancras North). est. cost £100.531; Jews’ school, first 
Ma ‘ce — Pecnggee est. cost £165,675; St. 
2 scho 
come £100 331° ol, first stage (Bethnal Green), est. 
et) E has also aereed to the inclusion as a 
pe soe bes ie premeamne of — secondary 
. ell on sit 
(Lambeth. Seeeas yy ormer orphanage 
ans new primary school projects have been 
— for the proeramme for 1956-57: Abbey 
Ba (No. 1) (Woolwich East), est. cost £98.304; 
ont-ed (Woolwich East). est. cost £48,294; Roe- 
8 Son (No. 3) (Wandsworth, Putney), est. cost 
Paul 4; Star-rd. (Fu'ham), est. cost £82.790: St. 
Tow’ CE school (Barons-ct.), est. cost £55,194; St. 
£43 0, 8m RC school (St. Marylebone), est. cost 


+ Marylebone.—Primary S LC 
Com. have porn cod ScHoot.—LCC Ed. 
a scheme prepared by Louis de 
Soissons, ARA, and Ptnrs., architects, 3, Park 
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Square-mews, NWI, for extensions (including four 
exira Classrooms, cloakrooms and ancillary accommo- 
pt ig 4 new sey primary school at Hen- 
stridge-pl. e total estimated cost of th hi 

is £24,000. saiekinaue 

Southwark.—SeconDaRy SCHOOL.—LCC are recom- 
mended to approve proposals for the acquisition of a 
site in Deverell-st. and Theobold-st., for use as a site 
for the erection of a county secondary school with 
about 1,500 places for girls, to work in close rela- 
tionship with St. Saviour’s and St. Olave’s grammar 
school. 

Wandsworth.—SitE ACQUISITION.—A one-acre site 
on the west side of Upper Tulse Hill is to be 
acguired for a new county primary school at the 
Cowpers-row housing area. 

Westminster.—County SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—A site 
of about 44 acres bounded by Lupus-st., St. George’s- 
sq.. Chichester-st. and Claverton-st. is to be acquired 
by LCC for use as a site for the proposed new 
county secondary schools to work in close relation- 
po _ Grey Coat hospital and Westminster City 
school. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—Blackburn and _ District Hospital 
Management Comm. propose erection of new recrea- 
tion hall at Victoria Infirmary. 

Alawick.—RDC is to consider layout plans of 68 
miners’ houses and bungalows at Stilbottle. A, 
Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick. 

Ashington.—Large area maintenance workshops 
which will employ about 300 colliery mechanics are 
planned at Ashington Colliery by Northern (N. and 


C.) Coal - Board, Ellison-bldgs., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Contracts are expected to be let next month or 
December. Board’s Architects’ Dept.. Ashfield 


Towers, Gosforth. 
Bakewell.—J. F. Finnegan & Go., Ltd., Sheffield, 
propose erection of 60 houses at Hathersage. 
Bangor.—Caernarvonshire and Anglesey Hospital 
Management Comm. propose extensions at General 
Hospital; £300,000 est. A, Saxon, Smith & Ptnrs., 
2, Stanley-st., Chester. 


Bedale. —RDC obtaining tenders for erection of 
22 ‘‘ Unity ’’ new tradition type _ houses. A, 
Rickardson & Shaw, 3, Skinnergate, Darlington. 


Belper.—RDC to invite tenders for 4 bungalows 
and 8 houses at Smalley. 

Birkenhead.—EC seeks loan £157,365 for Wood- 
church sec. sch. for boys. 

Birmingham.—Building of new library for Arts 
Faculty of University at Edgbaston will begin next 
year. 100 acres of land have been acquired recently 


and: work is expected to start on more halls of 
residence very soon. 

Blackpool.—EC received Ministry approval for 
erection of Bispham cty. sec. mod. sch. off All 
Hallowes-rd.. £168.000 est. 


Bolton.—PC Council of Harwood Christ’s Church 
day sch. proposes extensions and modernisation of 
school premises, £17,000 est. 

Carlisle.—City Council’s scheme for 
City Hall into a theatre is out to tender. City E 

Castle Ward (Northumberland).—Proposals for 
shopping centre in Thornhill-rd., Ponteland, are being 
considered by RDC.—Two blocks of shops are also 
proposed at Dinnington Village.  S, im- 
mack, North-rd., Ponteland. RDC is negotiating 
for sale of land to G. Cowan for proposed cinema. 

Chester.—BC received approval for erection of 
further 50 houses at Blacon. EC received Ministry 
approval for erection of prim. sch, at Plas Newton 
Estate and extensions to City high sch. in 1956-57 
programme.—Chester Conservative Association pro- 
poses further major alterations and installation of 
new spring dance floor at Assembly Rooms, Newgate- 
st.—Astburys, Monumental Masons, Chester, pro- 
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pose modern arcade of showrooms from Foregate- 
st. to Auction Mart. 

Chesterfield.—TC Surveyor to prepare plans for 
housing development around the perimeter of w- 
bold House site. TC considering erection of new 
indoor swimming bath in Queens-park annexe.— 
Roy Smith, television and radio dealer, Cavendish- 
st., proposes the erection of new three-storey radio 
and television centre in Rose Hill area. 


Chester-le-Street.— William Leech, Ltd., bldrs. and 
contrs., Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to erect 
houses at North Lodge. 

Cumberland.—EC to place contract for alterations 
to Victoria girls’ sec. sch. County A. 

Darlington.—Extensions to Queen Elizabeth Gram. 
Sch. are included in next year’s building programme 
for EC. Also hoped to commence work on second 
instalment of the College of Further Education. 
Boro’ A. 

Doncaster.—CBC to build block of three-storey 
flats for 18 families at Cantley Estate, est. £45,000. 
Tenders have been invited 

Essex.—EC propose purchase of lands for new 
Brentwood South cty. sec. sch. and Colchester day 
special sch. and approved sketch plans for following 
schools:—Burnham-on-Crouch cty. sec., £111,397; 
Chigwell res. spec. for ESN boys, £133,335; Ching- 
ford cty. high (extensions), £21,120; Colchester cty. 
high for girls, £177,724; Leyton cty. high for boys 
(extensions), £14,500; Maldon grammar (extensions), 
£22,970; Tiptree cty. sec., £93,456; Walthamstow 
Joseph Barrett cty. sec. (extensions), £27,190; for 
second instalment of new premises for North-East 
Essex tech. col. and sch. of art, £198,500, and for 
new hostel, etc., at Essex Institute of Agriculture, 
£89,080. 

Gateshead.—Extensions to factory for Robert 
Hirst, Ltd., Team Valley Trading Estate. 

Gateshead.—Plans approved:—new workshops for 
Clarke, Chapman & Co., Ltd., engrs.; extension to 


telephone exchange in Clement-st. for LL @ @s 
extensions to Bensham Garage. Plans by Arthur & 
Kirkup (L), 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead. 
Hartlepool.—TC intends building 13 shops on 
Trinity Hall site. Boro’ E. ‘ 
Hebburn (Durham).—UDC_ approved site in 
Station-rd. for a fire station. County 


Hereford.—City C received consent of MoH&LG 
to borrowing of £34,296 for 24 houses (for sale) and 
£16.380 for 4 shops and 8 flats at Whitecross Estate. 

Hexham (Northumberland).—RDC to_ build 50 
houses at Hayden Bridge. W. Dixon & Son, 1, 
Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tvne. ae 

Hexham.—UDC approved plans for additions to 
Queen Elizabeth gram. sch. for Northumberland EC. 
County A. wa 

Hoole.—Congregational Authorities propose erec- 
tion of new church, £20, est. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—I. Berriman, Ltd., bdidrs., 
The Woodlands, Fencehouses, are to erect 16 bunga- 
lows near Warden-gr., Houghton-le-Spring. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Morganite Resistors, Ltd., Bede 
Trading Estate, to extend their 35,000 sq. ft. factory 


by one-third. Work expected to start next year. 
” Keighley.— Ministry approved inclusion of a 
“* Bristol ’’ non-traditional type school at Guard 


House in 1956 programme. a 
Lanes.—CC roposes_ the erection oO ran 
mene at Gualik, Upholland, Aintree, Great Har- 
wood, Prescot, Whitefield and Preston. Ministry 
approved works at the following schools in the 1956/7 
programme:—Fleetwood, Grange-rd. Prim., £46,200 
est.; Rawtenstall, Lomas-la. Prim., £47,432 est.; Bacup, 
Fearns Sec., £157,263 est.; Chorley RC Sec. for 
Boys. £111,425 est.; Orrell, Lamberhead-gr. — 
£11,425 est.: Hindley RC sec., £142.824 est.; Kirkby, 
Park Brow Prim., £83,950 est.; Kirkby, . 
Prim., £54,208 est.; Kirkby, St. Joseph’s RC Prim., 
£83,950 est.; Kirkby, Westvale RC Prim., £47,432 
est.. Kirkby, Northwood RC Prim., £142,296 est.; 
Kirkby, St. Laurence RC Sec. for Boys, £49,368 
est.. Kirkby, St. Laurence RC See. for Girls, £49,368 
est.; Kirkby Sec. Comp.; Worsley. Bryn Farm RC 
Prim., £47,432 est.; Worsley, Peel Hall Prim., £42,350 
est.: Radcliffe, Bolton-rd. Prim. £42,350 est.: White- 
field, Stand Sec. for Boys, £30,000 est.: Whitefield, 
Stand Sec. for Girls, £50,000 est.; Middleton, Langley 
Prim., £47,432 est.; Middleton, Langley RC Prim., 
£47.432 est.; Middleton, Hollin_Sec., £150.860 est.; 
Middleton, Langley RC Sec., £98,736 est.; Urmston, 
Woodsend Prim., £47,432 est.; Chadderton Sec., 
£177,725 est.; Chadderton, Nimble Nook Sec., £98,736 
est.:. Droylesden, Fairfield High for Girls, £20,000 
est.. Widnes, SS. Fisher and More RC Sec. for Boys, 
£148,100 est.; together with any four of following 
eight schools required for rural reorganisation:— 
Carnforth Sec.. £148,854 est.; Croston C.E._ Sec., 
£98,736 est.; Walton-le-Dale RC Sec.. £11,425 est.; 
Tarleton/Hoole Sec., £100.486_est.; Coniston Sec., 
£98.736 est.; Lytham St. Annes RC Sec., £98,736 est.; 
Longridge Sec., £105,250 est.; Aspull Sec., £98,736 

est. County A, Preston. me) 
Liverpool.—TC to invite tenders for new Municipal 
Bath at North-parade, Speke, £150,000 est. 
Macclesfield.—TC proposes erection of 19 aged 
persons’ dwellings on site at Whalley Heys facing 
Macclesfield Infirmary. 


Manchester.—Regional Hospital Board received 
Ministry approval for following schemes:—New 
boiler-house. chimney at  Spsingfield Hospital, 

Birch Hill 


£16.029 est.—New pathology laboratory at 
hospital, Rochdale.—TC propose conversion of aged 
persons’ home to nurses’ home and two-storey exten- 
sion at Block A, ‘‘ Newholme,”’ Nell-la, West Dids- 
bury.—Approved: Public swimming baths at 
Altrincham-rd. and Sharston-rd., Sharston, Wythen- 
shawe: erection of Barlow Hall sec. mod. sch. Darley- 
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ave, Chorlton-cum-Hardy; combined 
corner of Bowland-rd. and Hall-la., 
the corner of Moorcroft-rd. and Sledmoor-rd., 
Northern Moor; offices, workshop, stores and garages 
to form central highways depot at King-st., Ardwick; 
aged persons homes at Bankhouse-rd., Blackley, 
Benmore-rd., Blackley, and Robinswood-rd., Wood- 
house Park.—C. of E. Authorities appointed Taylor 
& Young, Oxford-rd., Manchester, as architects for 
proposed Albert Memorial C. of E. Sec. Sch.— 

University of Manchester propose new gymnasium 
to physical education centre at Burlington-st. and 
Park-st., Chorlton on Medlock. A, J. W. Beaumont 
& Sons, 51, Moslev-st., Manchester.—Albany Build- 
ing Co., Albany-rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, proposes 
erection of 19 detached houses and garages at 
Partridge-ave., Baguley. A, Drury & Gomersall, 
Roxy Cinema, Oxford-rd., Manchester.—Presbyterian 
Church of England proposes new church, manse and 


clinics at 
Baguley, and at 


garage at Portway and Oatlands-rd., Woodhouse- 
park, Wythenshawe. A, Thomas Reive, 7, 
Parsonage-rd., Heaton: Moor.—Long & ew 
Ltd., propose two-storey extension to their works <z 


Gorton-rd., West Gorton. A, Roberts & oes. 
40, King-st., Manchester.—P. Green, 12, Green- 
mount-ter., Harpurhey, proposes erection of youth 
club on vacant site between allotments and 183, 
Monsall-rd., Collyhurst. 

Matlock.—Derbyshire 
three months’ 


: CC to commence work in 
time on adaptation of Smedley’s Hydro 


as new offices. 
_ Meriden.—Meredith & Co., Ltd., propose exten- 
sions to their premises at Station-rd., Coleshill. 


Meriden.—RDC to prepare scheme for further 40 
houses at Fil'ongley. 

Morecambe.—F. Fisher, West End-rd., Morecambe, 
Proposes erection of 500 houses and shops at West- 
gate. 

Morecambe.—BC to invite tenders for 8 flats, 1 
house and 6 bungalows at Branksome Drive Estate, 
have approved layout for 12 flats and 11 houses at 
the Branksome Drive Estate; are to discuss with 
Lancaster TC plans for joint crematorium. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Following schemes included in 
EC’s building programme for next year: Rutherford 
High School for Girls £118,000; Kenton Cty. 
Prim. Sch. £96,000; Kenton RC Mixed Sec. Mod. 
Sch. £142,000: Kenton Sec. Mod. Sch. for Girls 
£142,000. (Private architects to be appointed.) 
Kenton Sec. Mod. Sch. for Boys £142,000. (Private 
architects to be appointed.) Montagu Estate Cty. 
Prim. Sch. £66.000. (Private architects to be 
appointed.) Sec. Tech. Sch. for Boys in West End 
£150,000. (Private architects to be appointed.) City 
A, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-on-Tyne. EC to 
erect additional classrooms at West Walker Prim., 
South Benwell Sec., Victoria Jubilee Sec., Elswick-rd. 
Sec., Sandvford-rd. Sec. and Welbeck-rd. Sec. schs. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans approved for new 
offices at West-rd. for National Union of General 
and Municipal Workers. A, C. H. Errington (L), 
46, Grainger-st., Newcastle.—Extensions to work- 
shops and erection of other building at Wincombe- 
rd. for T. B. Pearson & Sons, engineers. Own staff 
A.—Henry Murton. Ltd., have bought large block 
of property in Grainger-st. and Bigg Market for 
extensions of their general stores. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans have been prepared by 
M. Gatoff, Trafalgar-st., Newcastle, for proposed 
~ factory at Byker- bldgs. and Rippondean-st., for 


C. Watson, Ltd.—Dryden & Shaw, Market-st., 
Newcast!e, prepared plans for proposed warehouse 
in Blenheim-st., for C. L. Handa.—James W. Ellis 
& Co., Ltd., 30, Gt. North-rd., Newcastle, to erect 
additional offices, to plans by J. Richards, Firtree- 
gr., Forest Hall.—Grossmans, Ltd., to extend their 
premises in New Bridge-st. and Carliol-st., to plans 


by M. Gatoff.—Tenders being invited by EC for 
erection of proposed Firfield Sec. Mod. Sch. for boys 


(450 places) on Blakelaw Estate, Newcastle. As, 
Grav & Prnr.. Camden-st., N. Shields. QS, Curley 
& Edwards, Eldon-sq., Newcastle.—Tenders being 


obtained by City C for 75 houses at Kenton North 
and conversion of part of former ‘‘ Red Barns ”’ 
Police station in Crawhall-rd. to provide a_ police 
section station. Plans by City A. 

Northallerton.—Brierley, Syme & Leckenby, 13, 
Lendal, York, have prepared plans for converting a 
Baptist Church into a Freemasons’ Lodge. Tenders 
are being obtained . 

North Riding.—Tenders being obtained by EC for 
erection of new Stokesley Grammar and Mod. Sch. 
A, Melvin, Ward & Partners (F), 15, Manchester- 
6.; Wi. Qs, Davis, Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley- 
pl., SWI. : 

North Riding.—Turner & Ing, 2, Garden-st., Dar- 
lington, have been appointed QS by EC for proposed 
additions to Yarm Grammar Sch 

North Riding —Grammar and Mod. Sch. at 
Stokesley. A. Collins, — Ward & Ptnrs. (F), 
15, Manchester-sq., 

Northumberland. Fhe EC granted £2,000 to- 
wards cost of a proposed £10,000 village hall at 
Stannington. 

Northumberland. — CC to obtain tenders from 
selected contractors for erection of Sec. Mod. Sch. 
at Alnwick, Morpeth, North Sunderland and Tweed- 
mouth, a grammar school at Newburn, sec. tech. 
sch. at Wallsend, and special day school at Guide 
Post. County A. 

Nottingham.—EC approved erection of new RC 
grammar sch. for girls at Aspley Park-dr.—TC has 
approved scheme for erection of house for chief 
fire officer, £5,680 est.—Proposes erection of 8 shops 
with dwellings over at the Clifton Estate, £36,056 
est.—Received approval for erection of shop and 
office block at junction of Bath-st. and Southwell-rd. 

Oldham.—TC proposes erection of a new health 
centre at Holts Estate. 


THE BUILDER 


Oswestry.—RDC proposes erection of aged per- 





sons’ dwellings on two sites at Gobowen. 
Otley.—TC has received allocation of 70 houses 
for erection during next two years. 
Peak Forest (Derbyshire).—PC Council proposes 


the complete restoration of parish church. 
UDC planning erec- 
tion of another 214 sae at West Wylam. Council's 
A., J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Rochdale.—Simon Carves, Ltd., Cheadle Hulme, 
proposes the adaptation of Princess dining-rooms, 
Smalley-st., Castleton, as new drawing offices. 
Shrewsbury.—UDC proposes two blocks of 18 flats 
at clearance site at Cadran-pl., Castlefields, three or 
four blocks to house 30 families at Spring-gdns., 
Ditherington, and two 3-storey blocks comprising 24 
flats at Sundorne Housing Estate. 





Smethwick.—TC approved revised layout for 
erection by George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., of 24 
maisonettes in four-storey block, 36 in four-storey 
flats, 168 eight-storey maisonettes, 24 dwellings in 


eight-storey block and 360 dwallings in 
blocks at Redevelopment Site No. 2. th 
South Shields.—Plans have been prepared by T. A. 


12-storey 


Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields, for 
rebuilding and extending premises of Harton Dye- 
works at junction of Prince Edward-rd. and Harton- 


la.; also for church hall in Richmond-rd. and Talbot- 
rd., for Trustees of Talbot Road Methodist Church. 
—Peterson Bros. are to construct stores and_ offices 
at Mill Dam, to plans by C. Solomon, St. Mary’s 
Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Barber & Heron, Ltd. 
boiler scalers, etc., are to construct a new oftice 
block at Templetown, Tyne Dock. A, W. & T. R. 
Milburn, 18, Fawcett-st., Sunderland.—Maunsell, 
Posford & Pavry, constg. engrs., London, have pre- 


pared plans for new time office at South "a for 
Brigham & Cowan, Ltd., ship repairers.—G. C. Monk 
& Co., Ltd., hauliers, etc., Waterville-rd., N. Shields, 


regarding site at Mill Dam Ma 
and garage.—New 

for Rev. D. E. 
'Shields.—G. R. 
S. Shields, have 
for Peel & 


have approached TC 
erection of large motor workshop 
church is proposed in Galsworthy-rd., 
Davison, All Saints Vicarage, S. 
Smith & Partners, Charlotte-terr., 
prepared plans for 4 houses at Mill-gr., 





Clouston, bldrs., and 10 houses at Garth-cres., for 
W. Leech, Ltd., bldrs., Clayton-st., Newcastle. 
South Shields.—EC received Ministry approval of 


four sites for new nursery schools. 

Stanley (Durham). — UDC to build 
houses at South Stanley, for £43,800. 

Stockport.—Tatler Entertainments Co., — Ltd., 
Coventry, has purchased Astor Cinema and proposes 
modernising premises. 

Sunderland.—Additions are proposed to Sunder- 
land College of Art, for EC. Work is due to start 
next March and will take about 18 months. No 
contracts will be let until early next year. Boro’ A. 
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Tynemouth.—Haswell & Son, Tyne-st. 
prepared plans for showroom and 
above at junction of Bedford-st. and Albion. -1d,, 
E. Turnbull & Son, car dealers, etc.: also 
posed additions to joinery works of Link} 


N. Sh 
offices mi 


Dro. 


for 
Cters Paton 





Ship. Fitting Co.—Benjamin Peel, Ltd., East \ 
Works, N. Shields, propose terrace houses in my 
spur-st.—Plans by B.E. for health dept. jn Al , 
rd. and Spring-terr., North Shields, have been 
proved.—TC received loan sanction for £26 4128 ¢ 





erection of 18 houses on scattered 
Chirton.—Tenders being obtained by 
of 40 houses at Langley-rd. B.E. 

Wallsend.—H & TP Com. recommend approval « 
amended layout of five-storey flats for Newcastle () 
C at Park Villa. 

Wallsend.—Revised plans prepared by CWs Arch 
tects Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle. ~ON-T yng 
for new premises in Angle-terr., for Rosehill So 
Club.—TC received loan sanction for £36,713 fy 
erecting 28 houses on Low Willington Farm Estate ~ 
TC is considering allocating site on West-st. Esa, 
to British Legion for erection of new club premise — 


Sites at We 
IC for at 


Site on Low Willington Farm Estate is to be 
for proposed new baths. is 
Walsall.—Walsall Observer Co., Ltd., 


Proposes 
erection of new printing works adjoining the Palace 
cinema.—TC approved plans for improvements ; 
premises at Goscote-la., Bloxwich, for Elkington Co 
Ltd., and for extensions to foundry at Green-la, fy 
Lambert Bros., Ltd. : 
Warrington. —EC approved 
mod. sch. and a C. of E. 
1956-57 programme 
Wellington (Salop). 
at Bennett’s Bank. 
West Hartlepool.—TC has been 
56 houses for erection this year 
West Hartlepool.—C. M. Yuill, 
liers-st., West Hartlepool, to erect 
Carew. 
Whitley 
Shields, 


inclusion of RC ge 
prim. sch. at Ortord ig 


—UDC propose block of 27 fi | 


allocated an extn 

Boro’ . 

Ltd.. builders, \j. 
houses at Seaton 


Bay.—Geo. Davidson & Sons, Ltd., Nort 
are planning erection of £50,000 garage ang 


showroom on waste land at Cullercoats. A., L. G 
Wood, 17, Northumberland-sq., N. Shields. 
Wolverhampton.—TC = proposes —aved __ person 


home at Showell Circus, Low Hill. £55.000 est 

Wrexham.—BC to prepare detailed plans for new 
Guildhall at Llwynisaf, £113,920 est A, Stephen. 
son, Young & Ptnrs., 6, Bluecoat-chbrs., Liverpool 

York.—City C approved scheme for 80 houres a 
Chapel Fields Estate, to be built by Sorrell (York), 
Ltd., £96,993 est., subject to Ministry approval. 


TENDERS : 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart 
ments. 


Alnwick (Northumberland). 
S. Broomhill. *R. Slawther, 
£20,000. 
Aycliffe (Co. 
works of Bakelite, 
Plans by E. s 
*George Stephenson, 


-Chi'd welfare clinic a 
Lesbury, Alnwick 


Durham). 
Ltd., 
Ebery 


Ltd., 


Rebuilding of a section of 
damaged by an explosion 
(A), firm's resident A 
Chester-st., Bishop Auck 


land. 

Ayrshire.—County bulk storage installation depart 
ment for the Esso Petroleum Co., Ltd., at North 
Harbour-st., Ayr. Civil Enzineers, Blyth & Blyth 
133, George-st., Westend. Edinburgh. *James Laidlaw 
& Sons, Ltd.. Clydesdale Contracting Works, Dal 
marnock-rd., Rutherglen. 

Birmingham.—Fxtensions to factory premises af 
corner of Lord-st. and Windsor-st., Aston, for Aston | 
Insulating Co., Ltd.: *T. Johnson, Ltd., Alma-cres 
Birmingham. ~ 

Bradford.—St. Francis RC Prim. Sch., adjoining 
Mvers-la. and Bolton-rd., for Rev. D. A. Kennedj 
Ty: #&. Ree, Lid Green-close, Bullroyd-la, 
Bradford, 8. 

Cambridge.—18 houses in Ladvsmith-ave.: *J. &W 
Duddington, Ltd., £23,185 (subject to Ministr 
approval). 

Cardiff.—Alteration and conversion of 16 Queen 
st., Cardiff, for H. & J. Wilson, Ltd., fashion sup- 
pliers, 103, Gt. Portland-st., WI. A, J. Morgan 
Harries (A), 40, Caroline-st., Bridgend *Davies, 
Middleton & Davies, Ltd., Caerphilly-rd., Cardiff. 

Chester-le-Street.—52 houses and 8 garages at 
Pelaw Bank site for UDC. S., W. Ridley. *Direct 








labour, £82,343. 
Easington (Co. Durham). 
24 at Easington for RDC. S. 
Veti (Builders), Ltd.. Sunderl: ind- rd.. Durham. 
Easington (Co. Durham).—Works hops at South 
Hetton Colliery for Durham Divisional Coal Board, 
Milburn House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. General contrac 
tors, D. & J. Ranken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 


26 houses at Horden and | 
S . Lumsden. * 





Octob 





ites 
Arc cit 





Steelwork, Robert Frazer & Sons, Ltd., Hebburn-on- 
Tyne. 

Forfarshire.- 
Brechin-rd. housing site at 
James A. Graham (F), Master 
Municipal-bldgs., Montrose; excavation, brick, build 
ing and allied works. Robert Port & Sons, Ltd., 
Lower Balmain-st., £60,239: Plumber, sanitary engit- 
eering and allied works, Duncan Mitchell, Tannage 
Brae Sanitary Works, Kirriemuir, £13,329 Joinery, 
carpentry, ironmongery and allied works, James 
Gelletty & Sons, Ltd., 30, Southbank-st., Montrose, 
£36,232. 

Forfarshire.—224 houses as new developments of the 
Angus and Douglas Housing Schemes, Dundee. Coun- 
cil A. Robert Dron (F), QS, James A. Morrison, 


Fourth and fifth developments of the | | 
Montrose. Council A, 
of Works Offices, 
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& Planning Offices, Municipal-bldgs., 
*Dundee Corporation Direct 
lon.—Two blocks of vee 


“oe K ” 
Milford, for RDC. S:— 
& Construction Co., Ltd., £11,120 
Brundall, Churt, nr. 


itectural 
oy, ot Dundee. 
Labour department. 


Ham flats at 


hapel-la., 
Crdaiming Bidg. 
*B, G. Merrison, 

Farnham ; ts ~s <e -- 9,900 

Harold Hill (Essex).—72 flats and 84 houses for 
tcc. *W. T. C. French, Ltd. *£274,000. 
Hartlepool.—Repairs to Hartlepool sea-wall for TC. 
Boro’ E., J. H. Wood. *J. G. Thompson & Sons, 
Ltd., Fowler-st., S. Shields, £51,693. 

Harwich.—St. Joseph’s RC prim. sch. for Essex 
Cty. EC. *Fisher & Woods, £17,960. 

*Hemel Hempstead.—76 dwellings and 6 garages, 
Highfield Neighbourhood, for - ae, Oo A. 
Paine & Ptnrs. *Arthur Phillips, Ltd., 197, High-st., 
Waltham Cross, Herts. £115,902. 

Hexham.—16 houses at Barrasford for the RDC. 
+], H. Newman, Hencotes, Hexham. 

Kensington.—20 flats at sites at Cornwall-cres. 
Ladbroke-cres. and Talbot-zr., for Royal *R 
Mansell, Lid., £44.154 (reduced tender). 

Lanarkshire.— Development of the Kirkwood 
housing scheme, Coatbridge, consisting of 50 houses. 
Council A, James Monteith (F), Master of Works 
Offices, Coatbridze. *The Lanarkshire Builders, Ltd., 
Mossend Contracting Works, Bellshill. £67,000. 

Leamington Spa.—Adaptations at swimming baths, 
for TC: *Clarke Bros., Lid., 34, Clarendon-st., 

398. ‘ 
ee maisonettes and 4 flats; 8 maisonettes 
and 4 flats; and 14 houses on De Montfort estate. 
C. T. Butler, Boro S (L). Quantities by Davis 
Belfield & Everest, 9. Ashby-pl., SWI: *The Ringmer 
Building Works. Ltd., The Broyle, Ringmer, nr. 
Lewes, Sussex £9!.982. 

Liverpool.—32 flats, 14 shops and 10 garages at 
Southdene, Kirkby. for City C: tUnit Construction 
Co., £90.873; 78 garages at Speke, for City C: 
tHibberts Liverpool (Builders), Lid., £15,765. 

London.—New out-patients’ dept. at Manor House 
Hospital, North End-rd., NWI1!, for the Industrial 
Orthopaedic Society. A. C. M. Swannell (F).. QS, 
*J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, 


A. W. Croser 
Manchester. £104.000. 

London.—Repair of war damage, with improve- 
ments and redecoration at Bannockburn County 
Prim. Sch. (Woo'wich East) for LCC:— 

John Mather (Builders), Ltd., Finsbury .. £44.750 
F. & H. F. Higys. Ltd., Lambeth ., .. 43.806 
Truett & Steel. Ltd.. Crovdon 43.740 
Thomas & Edze. Ltd.. Woolwich 42.498 
. *Kerridge (Cambridge). Ltd.. Cambridge 42.424 


(Architect's comparable estimate is £41,734.) 

(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contfacts 
over £1,000 in value :— 

Pembs: building work. Wm. Eaves & Co., Ltd., 
Daggers Hall Works. Vicarage-la., Blackpool. Kent: 
internal and external painting. T. H. Kenyon & Sons, 
Ltd., Chancellor’s Works, Croxley-rd., W.9. Somer- 
set: building work, C. F. Unwin & Sons, Ltd., 33, 
St. Peter-st.. Tiverton. Devon. Kent: foundations 
Concrete Piling. Ltd.. 10. Westminster palace-gdns., 
SWI. Lancs: resu-facing roads. Britomac Co., Ltd., 
Pierce-st.. Macclesfield: hardstandings, J. R. Ashall 
Lid., ‘* Greenwey."” Manchester-rd., Paddington, 
Warrington. Renfrewshire’ road construction, Pirie 
& Co. (Paisley). Lid. 82-84, New Sneddon-st., Paisley. 

§London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended October 8:— 

Artificers’ work: Joseph Nadin & Co., Ltd., Star 
Asbestos Works, Royton. O'dham; Kitson’s Insula- 
tions, Ltd., London-rd.. Barking. Essex; Davidson & 
Co., Upper Kirkhill, Nigz. Aberdeen: John Carnegie 
& Son, Ltd., 35, Seafie'd-rd., Dundee; J. Brown & 
Sons (Building Con'r ¢ ars). Lrd., 20, Bellevilla-rd., 
Stranraer: T’e Scottish Tarmacadam & Asphalt Co., 


Ltd., 44/52. Bilhao-st.. G'asvow. C5; E. Clarke & 
Sons, Snow Hill. Metion Mowbra§; Wm. James 
Cran, 19, Queen-st.. Peterhead; A. Schofield 
(Builders). Ltd.. St. Bedes. Atwick-rd., Hornsea. 
Resurfacing work: Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co., Ltd., 7, Blockett-st., | Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Building work: C. Movser & Son, Martins Bank- 
chbrs., 21, Baxter Gate. Doncaster; Dudley Coles, 
Ltd., Bath-st.. Plomouh: tas. Miller & Pinrs., Ltd., 


Newmillep Dom WakeSeld. Yorks: Potter Bros., East 
Dereham, Norfo'k: Geo. Foster (Contractors). Ltd., 
Leamington-rd.. Broadway. Worcester: M. J. Gleeson 
(Contractors), Lid., 816-822, Chesterfield-rd., 
Sheffiesi, 8. Heating and ventilation work: G. N. 
Haden & Sons. Lid.. 19-29. Woburn-place, WC1. 
LCC.—Provision of pavilions at Wadham Lodge 
Playing field, Walthamstow. Tenders for the work 
on either or both of two hases were invited from 
eight firms. Under basis A, but not under basis B, 
the contract wou'd allow for fluctuations in wages 
and cost of materials: asis 
John Mather (RBui'ders), Ltd., Finsbury B 


£22.271 
Douglas Grant & Partners. Finshury .. B 21.602 
Organ & Co. (Barking). Ltd.. Barking A 21,107 
J. & R. Roof. bid. West Ham 21.279 
J. & R. Roof. Lid. West Ham A 20.979 
J. Jerram. Lid.. Fast Ham . & 20.385 
S.C. Grover. Lid... West Ham cc Ee 20,362 
F._R. H'pperson & Son, Ltd., 
, Dagenham ae 20.335 
sR. J. Truscott. Ltd.. West Ham B 19,200 
R. J. Truscott. Ltd. West Ham A 19.610 


p rhitect’s comparable estimate is £19,498 on basis 


Construction at Bourve estate extension, Holborn, 


of 30 flats in a <ix-sores block. together with 14 
tenants’ stores, a c'ub-nom. two playgrounds. a 
toddlers’ plav space and an extension to the estate 
workshop. Tender prices on basis A are sub‘ect 


to fluctuations both in rates of wages and in cost of 
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materials, and tender prices on basis B are subject 
to fluctuations in respeet of rates of wages only: 

{ Basis A Basis B 

Marples, Ridgway & Partners, Ltd., 

Westminster £76,476 











Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. 75,820 79,320 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. 

Maryleborie a ep se tae? 
A. Rowley (London), Ltd., 

Tottenham .. a — -. 72,391 —— 
W. Walkerdine, Ltd., Kensington 72,106 ——— 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., 

North Cheam Z “ . 71,963 —— 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham .. 70,846 
*Token Consiruction Co., Ltd., West- 

minster 70,835 71,195 


Architect’s comparable estimate on basis Bis 
£70,721. 

Construction at Minerva estate extension, Bethnal 
Green, of 60 maisonettes and seven dwellings for old 
peopie, togetlier with 22 tenants’ stores, seven garages 
and estate workshop. Tender prices on basis A are 
subject to fluctuations both in rates of wages and 
in cost of materials, and tender prices on basis B 
- subject to fluctuations in respect of rates of wages 
only. 


Basis A_ Basis B 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., West- 
minster a ee a .. £153,989 159,489 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 150,884 156,884 
S. S. A. Gregory (Builders and 
Contractors), Ltd., Westminster 150,054 ——— 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley ; .. 149,806 —— 
b Lovell & Son, Ltd., 
Paddington as ate .. 148,887 —— 
*Stewart & Partners, Ltd., Mary- 
lebone 146,890 ——— 


Archifect’s comparable estimate on basis A: 
£144,689. 

Construction on St. Matthew’s-rd. site, Lambeth, 
of 16 maisonettes in a four-storey block and super- 
structures of. 100 flats in two eight-storey blocks, one 
of which will be partly of six storeys, together with 
two toddlers’ play spaces and 24 tenants’ stores. The 
rates and prices in the bills of quantities for this 
work (contract A) will be used to value the cost of 
construction of 18 maisonettes in a four-storey block 
and 47 flats in one three-storey block and one five- 
storey block, a toddlers’ play space and 22 tenants’ 
stores (contract B): 


J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster . £312,247 
E. H. Smith (Croydon). Ltd., Croydon 309.069 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich . .. 289.735 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 284.448 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons. Ltd., Westminster 282,088 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam * an <a ie .. 280,144 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. .. 279,483 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 278.994 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup... .. 274.610 
Unit Gonstruction Co., Ltd., Feltham 274,503 
*Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 269,000 


Architecf’s comparable estimate is £268.231. 

Construction on Cleveland-way site, Stepney, of 14 
maisonettes in a four-storey block and seven two- 
storey terrace houses, together with seven tenants’ 
stores. Tender prices on basis’ A are subject to 
variations both in rates of wages and in cost of 
materials, and tender prices on basis B are subject 
to variations in respect of rates of wages only: 





Basis A Basis B 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley £61,496 63,683 
Marples. Ridgway & Partners, Ltd., 

Westminste: ee ins .. 61.251 —— 
C. Miskin & Sons. Ltd., St. Albans 59,595 ———— 
Token Constraction Co., Ltd., West- 

minster oa F .. 59,140 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. 57,367 59,569 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 

Westminster .. 56.650 





Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Wallington 56.601 
Wm. J. Jerram, Ltd., East Ham .. 52,333 
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*H. Webb (Builders), Ltd., Gidea 
Park .. ee a 20 .. 49,395 
Architect’s comparable estimate on basis A is 

£52,699. 

Construction at St. Martin’s estate, Lambeth, of 
497 flats and 16 maisonettes in two four-storey, 17 
five-storey and 11 six-storey blocks and 12 houses. 
Lifts will be installed in five- and six-storey blocks, 
and three children’s fitted playgrounds, four toddlers’ 
play spaces, a play area, 256 tenants’ stores, 25 
garages, six shops and a clubroom are also to be 


provided: 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster .. £1,145,890 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham .. .. 1,144,863 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth - 41,135,152 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 

Holborn a 1a ap a .. 1,134,989 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 


Westminster a as - «« Soe 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth os. Sees 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Feltham 1, 


Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 1,103.404 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. 1,099,865 
Gee, Walker Slater, Ltd., Westminster 1,091.620 
*E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. 1,078,032 
oft architect’s comparable estimate is 


Supply, delivery, testing and maintenance of 150 


electric passenger lifts for housing development 
schemes: 
Supply, _Instal- 
etc. lation 
under sub- 
contracts 
Waygood-Otis, Ltd., Southwark £443,060 113.180 
Evans Lifts, Ltd., Leicester .. 383,040 123,800 
*The Express Lift Co., Ltd., 
Northampton ae Ae .. 310,020 76,002 
Chief engineer’s comparable estimate for the supply, 
etc., of the lifts is £330,000. © 


Construction of clubroom, estate workshop and 
children’s playground and laying out of gardens for 
the Burdett estate development. *Stewart & Part- 
ners, Ltd. (est. cost £16,170). 

Construction of 25 flats and 22 maisonettes, 24 
tenants’ stores, toddlers’ play space and maintenance 
store at Dorian estate, Stepney. *J. M. Hill & Sons, 
Ltd. (est. cost £16,170). 

Construction of 72 flats and 84 houses of various 
types on various sites at Harold Hill estate. *W. & C. 
French, Ltd. (est. cost £274.000). 

Construction of 32 maisonettes, together with 16 
tenants’ stores at Roehampton-la. (Nos. 2 and 3) 
sites extensions. *Tersons, Ltd. (est. cast £79.600). 

Provision of 200 concrete garages at various cottage 
estates. *Direct Labour, £26.000. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of 
for Metropolitan Police building works: 

Internal redecorations and repairs, Wembley Police 
Station, * A. Todman & Son, £692. External paint- 
ing and repairs, North London Magistrates Court, 
*Kind & Co.. Ltd., £1.039. Internal and external 
repairs and redecorations. London Probation Office, 
Commercial-rd., *R. Woollaston & Co., £1,164. 
External and internal painting, etc.. Police Boxes, W. 
Division. *Shopland & Co., Ltd., £853. 

€London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works for week ended October 1:— 

Cardiganshire, MAS RAE, Aberporth, external 
and internal painting, B. D. Gibbs & Son. Ltd., 

ill-parade. Newport, Mon. Cornwall, Truro. erec- 
tion of telephone repeater station, G. E. Wallis & 
Sons, Ltd., 25, Boscawen-st., Truro. Isle of Wight, 
Osborne House, external and internal painting. E. 
Watts & Sons, Ltd:. Medina-rd., Cowes. Kent. TOB 
Blackrock-la., Bickley, internal decorations, E. J. 
Webb & Son, 31. Upper Wickham-la.. Welling. Kent. 
London, King Edward Building. EC1. external and 
internal decorations, J. W. Green (Painters). Ltd.. 171, 
Graham-rd., SWI9. Middlesex, National Physical 
Laboratory, Teddington. formation of plant room for 
hydrogen compressor. T. S. Appleton. Ltd.. 99-101, 
Goldhawk-rd.. Shepherds Bush, W12. Midlothian, 
Russell-rd.. Edinburgh, erection of post office. i 
Arnott McLeod & Co., Ltd., Russell-rd., Edinburgh. 
Worcestershire, MOS. RRE,. St. Andrews-rd., Mal 
vern, internal decoration block ‘‘ E.’” A. Bagnall & 
Sons, Ltd., Navigation-st., Wolverhampton. 


€London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Department for week ended October 1:— 

Cheshire: Wood flooring, A. Halliwell & Son 
(Chester), Ltd., Chester. Cumberland: Painting and 
decorating, Reid Bros., Carlisle. Co. Down: Road- 
werk, J. McQuillan, Ltd.. Hannahstown. Essex: 
Civil engineering, A. D. Jackson & Son (Contractors), 
Ltd., Southend-on-Sea. Essex: Steel hoppers. etc., 
W. J. Cearns, Ltd., London, EIS. Hampshire: 
Painting and decorating, Arnold Sharrocks. Ltd., 
Ash. nr. Aldershot. Inverness: Roof repairs, C. 
McDonald & Son, Inverness. Kent: Building work, 
W. Dunk, Ltd., Folkestone. Middlesex: Heating and 
ventilating installation, E. Deane & Beal, Ltd., 
London. EC4. Nottinghamshire: Roadwork. Con- 
stable Hart & Co., Ltd., Derby. Somerset: Road- 
work. W. & J. Glossop. Ltd., Exeter. Sussex: 
Miscellaneous. Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Horsham. 
Yorkshire: Repairs to huts, F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd. 
York. 

Manchester.—Following for 
Board: Stockport Infirmary, provision of resident 
medical staff accommodation. *Frank Marsland, 7, 
Bullock-st., Stockport, £10.930; Christie Hospital, 
Manchester, new boiler house, *William Thorpe & 
Son, Ltd., £24.148; War Memorial Hospital. Crewe, 
new casualty block, *Cooper Bros. & John Clayton, 
Ltd., Catherine-st., Macclesfield, £22.301; Crumpsall 
Hospital, Manchester, conversion of former 
pathology laboratory into offices, *Thos. W. Evans 


tenders 


Regional Hospital 
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(Didsbury), Ltd., 3, Spring-gdns., Didsbury, Man- Sons, Ltd., £12,755; Hope Hospital, Salford, up- Memorial Methodist Church, Grindon; to Wm. 
chester, £26,150; Eaves-la. Hospital, Chorley, up- grading of Ward H1, *Thomas Scott & Co., Atherton- TT. R. Milburn for shops and flats at junction Pallion. 
grading of male chronic sick block, *George Moss &  st., Manchester, £12,009: Stepping Hill’ Hospital, rd./Orchard-st. for W. M. Glass, Ltd 


and 
Stockport, new  physiotheraphy department, *J. Porter for warehouse and showroom at tie 
Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester, Northumberland-st. TP approval to Wm. Le 
£15,195; Chorley and District Hospital, alterations to (Builders), Ltd., for layout for houses of land 

provide new out-patients’ depart., *J. W. Lee, Ltd., south side of Outer Ring-rd. (Tunstall Hill), 
Chorley, £27,628; Altrincham General Hospital, Swindon (Wilts).—Erection of a second schoo} 
alterations to’ form pathology laboratory, *E. E.  Penhill, for EC: *Pope Bros., Swindon, £58,764.” 
Coleman, Ltd., Waverley-rd., Sale, £13,749. Wallsend.—Laboratory block in Bewicke-rd., fo, 
Middlesex.—Alperton Sec. Mod. Sch., for CC: Houseman & Thompson, Ltd.: *Thomas Clements § 
*Prestige & Co., Ltd., £162,820. Son, Selborne-gdns., Newcastle-on- -Tyne. ; 
Middlesex.—First phase of proposed Montpelier Wallsend.—32 houses at Low Willingdon Farm 





Prim. Sch., Ealing, for CC: tW. H. Gaze & Sons, estate, for TC. M of H & LG approved tender of 
Ltd., £73,240 (amended tender, subject to Ministry *J. Armstrong, Macnamara-rd., Wallsend, £42,059 


approval). Wellingborough.—Four houses at Irchester, fo, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New departmental stores at RDC: *H. A. Garrod, Ltd., 69, Melton-rd, North, 

UNITE FOR STRENGTH Benton, for the Newcastle Co-op. Society: *CWS Wellingborough, £10,343. 
Building Dept., Newcastle. West Bromwich.—95 houses and bungalows at Yey 


Nottingham.—Works, for TC: 412 houses and 20 Tree estate, for BC: *S. J. Smith & Co. (Bidforg) 
garages at Clifton estate, *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Ltd., Smith-rd., Wednesbury, Staffs, £128,550, 
London, £544,471; 290 houses and 30 garages at York.—42 dwellings at Thanet-rd./North-la., fo; 


Clifton estate, *Hutchinson & Rostance, Ltd., 22, City C. City A: *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Bly: 


Kings Meadow-rd., Nottingham, £362,782; 150  Bridge-la., York, £48,697. 
houses at Clifton estate, *Thos. Bow, 45, Lamartine- 
st., Nottingham, £188,635; 36 houses at Glamis-rd., 
*A. G. Clower, Ltd., Mansfield-rd., Daybrook, 


Arnold, £56,995; 18 houses at Woodthorpe Grange 
estate, *A. G. Clower, Ltd., £26,225 


Nuneaton.—(a) 4 Police “houses at vom r\| unequatied 
ke a for quality 


Beresford-ave., Coventry. 


Prudhoe (Northumberland).—70 ‘‘ No Fines ”’ and low cost building 


houses at West Wylam, for UDC: *Wimpey & Co., 

Ltd., Orchard House, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne 

(subject to Ministry approval). a ROAD e AG & ESO N 
Sheffield.—School cati ; 


. Rasa rege gare aera 
children at East Bank-rd., for EC: *W. Redmile 
Sons, Ltd., Sheffield, £88,108. CELLULAR BLOCKS 
Shoreditch.—Four blocks comprising 91 flats, 30 BROAD & CO. LTD. PADDINGTON W2 
maisonettes, shops and garages at Kingsland and St. 
THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY Mary’s estates, for MBC: *Richardson & Son, Ltd., 
£260,562 (subj ini 


(subject to Ministry consent and TP 


approval). 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION Stretford.—40 houses and 12 flats at Barton-rd. 
site, for TC: *D. Franklyn, Midland Bank-chbrs., 


Urmston, £73,625 (subject to Ministry approval). 
Sunderland.—Highways Planning and Drainage 
Com. recommend by-law approval to Wm. & T. R. 
Milburn (F) for erection of 18 bungalows at Barnes 
Park-rd. and 28 bungalows at Ettrick-gr. for Gordon 
Bell, Ltd., and for 8 houses at High Barnes estate 
for I. Smith. Also to G. T. Brown (F) for 6 houses 
at Hipsburn-dr. for Stewart Bros.; to S. W. Milburn 


& Ptnrs. (F) for church and church hall at junction 
ENROL NOW Gleneagles-rd./Grindon-la. for Trustees of Bethamy 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. || = 
London Region — 37 Areas 


And over 100 Provincial Branches STEE L- CRETE 
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